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PREFACE. 


In the last years of the eighteenth century a great 
sin was committed, a crime of high-treason against 
a nation, of high-treason against humanity. A 
nation which, for nine centuries, had taken an im- 
portant part in the concert of European Powers — 
a country which produced the immortal astronomer 
Copernicus (fifteenth century) ; the illustrious 
warrior Sobieski , the defender of Christianity 
under the walls of Vienna (seventeenth century), 
and many other great and learned men — a country 
which was remarkable for its tolerance, which re- 
ceived the persecuted Protestants at a time when 
the religious question, raised by the reformers 
Luther and Calvin, wrought in all other European 
States sanguinary wars and cruel reprisals; a 
country where, in the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries, literature and art were in their zenith ; 
a country, a nation thus famous, was cut to pieces 
by her three treacherous neighbours — Russia, 
Prussia, and Austria. Having formed a base 
conspiracy, these nations fomented discords in the 
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country, and made a pretext of these discords to 
divide Poland between them. 

For a hundred years this unhappy country has 
been politically effaced from the map of Europe, 
and since the time of its cruel partition by its per- 
fidious neighbours the history of this great and 
chivalrous nation has been in most countries all 
but unknown. 

But nations die not as simple individuals die, 
and the nation which, since her misfortunes, has 
given birth to illustrious warriors such as Kosciuszko 
and Pulaski, the companions and friends of Wash- 
ington ; to sublime poets such as Mickiewicz , 
Krasinski , Slowacki ; to renowned musicians such 
as Chopin and Moniuszko ; to great painters such 
as Grotker \ Sicmiradzki , and Mateyko ; to learned 
men such as Lelewel \ Sniadecki , and to numbers of 
other writers and men of science ; this nation can- 
not perish, but one day her regeneration will be 
accomplished. 

In the history of nations the same facts repeat 
themselves with but little variation ; this may be 
proved by citing a few examples. 

Ancient and learned Greece was conquered and 
oppressed by the Romans; afterwards for centuries 
she lived under the tyranny of the Turks, yet after 
so long a time she has now recovered her inde- 
pendence, and her nationality has not perished. 
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Beautiful Italy, the country of art, was for a long 
time oppressed by the despotism of Austria, of the 
Papacy, and of the tyrants of Naples, Tuscany, 
Modena, and Padua ; but now Italy is united and 
free. Roumania, the land of Michael the Brave, of 
Stephen the Great, has for many centuries groaned 
under the Phanariots, sent thither by the Sultan of 
Constantinople ; has groaned too under the Czars 
of Russia, who corrupted the inhabitants that they 
might the more readily seize the rich provinces of 
the Danube ; but recent events have rendered 
Roumania free and independent. 

The fate of Poland, who has been for a hundred 
years oppressed by her three powerful neighbours, 
must also change. 

Since the subjection of this beautiful country, 
situated in the centre of Northern Europe, the 
continental powers have never ceased to be at war, 
and are forced to be continually on their guard 
against the colossal race of the Muscovites to the 
number of 80,000,000, and which, having been 
victorious, wishes to extend its dominion over all 
Europe. The fate of Poland will change when the 
European Powers recognise that peace is not 
possible without re-establishing the independence 
of Poland as a barrier between Muscovite barbarism 
and European civilisation. Convinced of this it is 
the duty of every son of Poland to make known 
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the history of his country, of which the present 
generation in all countries is ignorant These 
lectures were spoken in Polish (at that time for- 
bidden in the schools by the Russian and Prussian 
governments) : they were delivered on fifteen 
Sunday mornings during the fine weather in the 
summer of 1880. The people, after leaving 
church, gathered on the grass at the edge of the 
lake Goplo, near the town Gniezno 1 (the cradle of 
Poland), and listened eagerly to the history of their 
ancestors related in their national tongue. 

1 The town of Gniezno is in the grand-duchy of Posen, 
and at the division of Poland it was incorporated in the 
kingdom of Prussia. 
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POLAND. 


FIRST MORNING. 

FABULOUS, OR ANCIENT HISTORY. 

Epoch A.D. 300 — 950. 

From remote ages, the exact date of which it 
is impossible to fix, probably in the third or 
fourth century A.D., the immense extent of country, 
bounded on the west by the river Oder> on the 
east by the Dzwina , on the north by the Baltic , 
and on the south by the Black Sea> was inhabited 
by different branches of the Slavonic race called 
Pollen. Some were tillers of the land, others 
fishermen, and many were shepherds, moving from 
place to place with their tents and flocks. The 
people were Pagans, with no idea of the Unity of 
God, and knew little of the duty of love to their 
neighbours ; but, on the contrary, were continually 
at variance, making war upon each other. They 
worshipped idols, offering animals to them in 
sacrifice, with flowers, fruit, vegetables, &c. 

These idols were made of wood, glazed clay, or 
stone, and were placed in the temples devoted to 
their worship. Their principal gods were named— 
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Perun, the God of Thunder. 

Pochwiat, the God of the Winds. 

Lel, the God of Love. 

Lado, the God of Order and Peace. 

There were besides other deities, who were 
malevolent or beneficent in their dealings with 
mankind. 

The people were vindictive in their character, 
cruel and savage, — divided amongst themselves, 
they were powerless to resist the ceaseless attacks 
of their neighbours, the Germans, who laboured to 
take possession of their country. 

Affairs remained in this state for a long 
time, until Lech appeared on the scene with 
his hordes, and took possession of the district in 
which the lake of Goplo is situated. 

This Lech, having found a white eagle’s nest in a 
tree, built the city of Gniezno ( Gniazdo in 
Polish signifying nest ), and took for the arms of 
Poland a white eagle. 

About the successors of Lech there is not much 
to record. They were continually at war with the 
Germans, but at the same time they were con- 
solidating their power in the country by clearing 
the forests, and building on their sites, towns and 
villages. 

At length, when there were no longer any lineal 
descendants of their first Chief, the different tribes 
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composing the nation, not being able to agree in 
the choice of another, elected twelve Woiewodes 
to rule over them. 

Soon after, the Woiewodes, instead of acting in 
unison for the good of the country, quarrelled 
amongst themselves, each wishing to be chief, 
thereby plunging their country into anarchy and 
confusion. The people at last, seeing that it is 
better to have one good master than twelve bad 
ones, elected a brave and loyal man named Krakus, 
the chief of a Slav tribe inhabiting a portion of 
the country extending along the banks of the 
Vistula, at the foot of the Carpathian mountains. 
Krakus had already built the town of Krakovie 
(Cracow), a city which became, and was for several 
centuries, the capital of the kingdom of Poland, 
and the seat of her kings. 

Upon the mountain of Wawel overlooking the 
city, Krakus built his castle, after having slain a 
dragon, which had caused a fearful panic amongst 
the people, his daily food being reported to be 
whatever came in his way, animals or men ! 

Though Krakus was a heathen, he reigned with 
great kindness and justice : and in honour of his 
beneficent rule, after his death a mound was raised 
to his memory by the people ; which mound may 
still be seen on Mount Wawel, opposite to the 
Castle. 
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Krakus had two sons and one daughter. But as 
the elder son was jealous of his brother, who was 
credited with the destruction of the dragon, he 
slew him, and for so doing was expelled the 
country. There then remained of Krakus’ family 
only his daughter Wanda, and she was appointed 
his successor. 

Wanda was supremely beautiful. A German 
prince, named Rytyger, having fallen madly in 
love with her, asked her hand in marriage. But 
Wanda refused him, not wishing to marry a 
foreigner. Rytyger enraged, declared war, and 
although he was defeated, Wanda, fearing lest her 
beauty should be made the pretext for other wars, 
in order to preserve her country from fresh troubles, 
sacrificed herself by plunging into the Vistula, and 
was drowned. She was sincerely mourned by her 
people who, wishing to perpetuate the remem- 
brance both of herself and her great sacrifice, 
erected a similar mound to that raised to her 
father’s memory, which mound still remains in the 
neighbourhood of Cracow. 

For many, many years nothing remarkable 
occurred in the history of our country until the 
family of Popiel began to reign. The last of this 
dynasty is said to have been the victim of an 
extraordinary catastrophe, but it may be regarded 
as fabulous. It is as follows : — 
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This last Popiel had married a German lady 
who, though licentious and very wicked, had 
acquired such influence over him that he dared 
not contradict her. During the residence of the 
Court at the chateau of Kruszwica, situated on an 
island in the lake of Goplo, she gave endless f£tes, 
where every sort of dissipation and extravagance 
was committed, at a time when the people were 
suffering from famine and misery. 

The uncles of the prince, being shocked at her 
conduct, advised him to put a stop to such ex- 
cesses and no longer to listen to his wife, who was 
the cause of all the disorders under which the 
country was groaning. 

The princess, having been apprised of their 
desires, and fearful of being sent back to her own 
country, made herself very agreeable to her hus- 
band, and exhorted him to feign illness, and to 
invite his uncles to come and see him, pretend- 
ing that he wished to communicate to them the 
contents of his will. 

The uncles came. The princess gave an excel- 
lent supper, with abundance of the finest wines, 
and inviting them to drink, she herself pouring 
out the wine without stint. 

Both supper and wines for the uncles were 
poisoned, and they died during the night. In 
order not to arouse the attention of the people by 
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their public interment, the bodies were thrown into 
the Lake of Goplo. But, lo ! after a certain time, 
the bodies thus thrown into the lake produced an 
innumerable quantity of rats and mice, which 
attacked the whole princely family, and, though 
they fled for safety to the highest towers of the 
chateau, the rats and mice followed them and 
devoured Popiel, his wife, and children. Thus was 
the dynasty of Popiel punished for its crimes. 

The Slavs, by the fearful death of Popiel and his 
family, finding themselves once more without a 
chief, assembled in the city of Kruszwica to elect 
a new chief. 

They deliberated for a very long time without 
coming to any agreement, but at length by the 
merest chance, their choice fell upon an individual 
whose somewhat remarkable history we will narrate 
in few words. 

There was at Kruszwica, a brave but honest 
peasant named Piast, whose good husbandry and 
orderly and frugal manner of life had consequently 
placed him in comfortable circumstances, and 
withal he was very hospitable. As the concourse 
of people assembled to elect a chief was very con- 
siderable, provisions soon began to fail. Seeing 
this, Piast took out of his cellars several barrels of 
honey, and baked enormous quantities of bread, 
killed pigs and sheep in abundance, and invited 
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the hungry and thirsty to partake of his hospi- 
tality. 

The legend says that, some time before, two 
travellers who had been driven away from Popiel’s 
chateau, came to Piast to ask for hospitality ; on 
that very day Piast was giving an entertainment at 
his house to celebrate the birth of a son. He 
received them cordially, gave them food and wine 
and lodged them well. As a grateful return the 
two guests baptized the boy according to the 
Christian rite, although the father, like all the other 
inhabitants of the country, was a heathen. From 
the time of the visit of the travellers the barrels 
of honey in his cellars were always full, and the 
food in the larder was always abundant. On 
account of this circumstance Piast and his wife 
Rzepicha, were able to provide food and drink for 
the innumerable multitudes who partook of his 
viands, coming continually to allay their hunger 
and assuage their thirst 

The Polish nation, seeing that by his skill and 
order Piast was rich enough, to sustain so great a 
number of people, and thinking that as he could 
manage his own affairs so successfully he would 
also be able to regulate those of the entire country 
equally well, selected him for their chief. 

Piast, the head of the dynasty of kings who, for 
five centuries, reigned over Poland, lived towards 
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the middle of the ninth century of the Christian 
era. He is said to have lived 120 years, and that 
during his lifetime he confided the reins of govern- 
ment to the hands of his son Ziemowit, who 
though born of heathen parents had already been 
baptised a Christian by the two travellers, but had 
not yet been instructed in the Christian faith. 

After the death, of Ziemowit his son Leszek 
reigned for a brief period, and was succeeded by 
his son Ziemomysl. The latter had a son bom 
blind, who was consequently considered incapable 
of reigning. 

However a miracle is reported to have taken 
place. 

All at once, when seven years of age, this boy 
Miecislas saw the light, and became eligible to 
succeed his father on the throne. 

Although from the accession of Piast the fabu- 
lous history of Poland ceased and the historical 
commenced, we may yet reckon that one hundred 
years elapsed from the year 850 to 950 (that is to 
say until the majority of Miecislas 1st, who em- 
braced Christianity with his people), as still be- 
longing to mythical history, on account of the 
supernatural events said to have taken place 
during this hundred years. 
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SECOND MORNING. 

FIRST, OR CONQUERING, EPOCH. 953 — II39. 

The following week on a beautiful day in the 
month of May, there reassembled upon the green 
sward a considerable crowd of listeners, anxious to 
hear the professor’s lesson on a subject which so 
deeply interested them, more especially as the 
history of Poland was forbidden to be taught in the 
schools of the Grand-Duchy of Posen. 

The old professor was rejoiced to see the very 
large increase in the number of his listeners, and 
continued his narrative as follows : — 

I told you a week since that Miecislas the son of 
Ziemomysl, was born blind, and that when seven 
years of age, as by a miracle, he first saw the 
light ; from that moment he saw like the rest of 
the world, from whence it was concluded that 
in his reign the true light, that is to say the 
Christian religion, should be taught to the heathen 
over whom he should be called to reign. 

You must remember that all that I have thus 
far told you of the history of Poland is considered 
as belonging to the fabulous era, being based upon 
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legends handed down from generation to genera- 
tion to the middle of the tenth century, when the 
people, being converted to Christianity, the real 
history of the country commences. 

However we must notice that, though we deem 
those times fabulous which furnish no genuine 
historical records, yet the different acts and events 
accomplished during the legendary period shew 
that there is truth mixed with fable; as for ex- 
ample, in the mounds of Krakus and Wanda which 
exist to this day near Cracow, in the ruins of the 
castle of Kruszwica in the middle of the lake of 
Goplo, and in the dynasty of the Kings of Poland 
to the middle of the fourteenth century, termed 
the dynasty of Piast, — these among other facts 
prove that this fabulous history (which preceded 
historical records) preserved and transmitted by 
means of legend has left traces which cannot 
be refuted, and must not be looked upon as alto- 
gether mythical. 

After the death of Ziemomysl, Miecislas I., though 
still young, reigned over the different tribes of the 
Lechites (the ancient name of the Poles). Under 
his rule he united these tribes. Still a heathen 
like his ancestors, he had seven wives, but no 
children. Some Bohemian Christian missionaries, 
who had arrived near the river Vistula to pro- 
pagate the true light, advised Miecislas to put 
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away his wives, and with his subjects to be 
converted to Christianity, predicting, that after 
espousing only one wife, God would bless this 
legitimate union with the offspring he so much 
desired. 

Miecislas was convinced, and sent an ambas- 
sador to his neighbour, the King of Bohemia, to 
ask the hand of his daughter Dombrowka, a very 
zealous Christian, promising with his people to 
become converts to the Christian religion. The 
King of Bohemia acceded to his request, and 
sent his daughter, and with her the Archbishop 
Jordan, who baptised Miecislas and his subjects. 

This memorable event took place in the year 
952. From this time the true history of Poland 
commences, and Miecislas then assumed the title 
of the first King of Poland. 

The Germans, who claimed that their emperors 
being (according to them) the successors of the 
Roman emperors, should reign over the whole 
world, saw with a jealous eye a powerful kingdom 
of Slavs rising up near them, were unwilling to 
accord the title of king to the new Polish monarch, 
so called him simply “ Prince,” as if he were a 
vassal of their emperors, which was not true, as 
Miecislas was as much a master and monarch 
in his own country as the Emperor of the Germans 
was in Germany. 
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The prediction of the Christian emissaries came 
to pass ; for Miecislas, after his marriage with 
Dombrowka, and conversion with his people to 
the Christian religion, had several children, of 
whom the eldest was named Boleslas. 

In those remote times emperors and kings 
looked upon the countries over which they reigned 
as their own particular property: thus, Miecislas 
the first King of Poland, towards the end of his 
reign, feeling death approaching, by his will divided 
the kingdom of Poland amongst his several sons. 
This was a great national wrong, for the country 
could only become consolidated by being united. 

Happily the eldest son Boleslas, who was very 
energetic and valorous, feeling the necessity of 
firm government for Poland, which was an impos- 
sibility under several masters, drove his brothers 
from their possessions, and took the entire country 
under his own vigorous management. 

His brothers, dispossessed of their heritage, de- 
termined on revenge, and to this end went to the 
courts of the neighbouring sovereigns, and incited 
them to declare immediate war against their eldest 
brother, hoping thus to dethrone him and regain 
their own possessions. 

But the warlike Boleslas conquered one after 
another the neighbouring kings, and enlarged his 
kingdom by taking from the Bohemians the city 
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of Cracow, and subjugating the Pomeranians to 
his sceptre. 

The Germans, hearing of the exploits of the 
Polish warrior, were very curious to become 
acquainted with him, but as their Emperor Otto 
III. thought himself a much more powerful 
monarch than the new sovereign of a quite recent 
kingdom, would not condescend to visit him, but 
wishful to convince himself as to the truth of 
the reports of this rising glory, he availed him- 
self of the pretext of performing a pilgrimage to 
the tomb of St Albert, situated at Gniezno, and 
went to that city in the year 1001. 

St Albert was a Bohemian bishop, and being 
very pious and desirous of making proselytes, he 
travelled to distant heathen lands to teach the 
Christian faith. Having reached the shores of the 
Baltic he was assassinated by a savage Prussian 
pagan. 

Boleslas, hearing of the tragic death of the holy 
man, procured his body from the Prussians by pay- 
ing them as much gold as the corpse weighed, 
placed the remains of the martyr in a silver coffin 
which he deposited in a vault of the Cathedral of 
Gniezno, and erected a magnificent mausoleum 
over it 

It was then under the plea of visiting this tomb, 
that Otto III., Emperor of Germany, came to 
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Gniezno, though in reality it was to see the new 
Polish hero whose glory puzzled and disquieted 
him. 

, Boleslas, wishing to give his august guest a 
fitting reception, ordered all the nobles of his 
kingdom to attend in their rich and sumptuous 
costumes in the city of Gniezno worthily to f£te 
the Emperor his neighbour. 

At that time Poland was very rich, — upon the 
tables arranged jn the public square no vessels but 
those of pure silver or gold were to be seen. The 
Germans in the suite of the Emperor were as- 
tonished at such immense wealth, and were still 
more surprised when, after the banquet, Boleslas 
made presents to them of all the gold and silver 
plate which had been used on the occasion. 

Otto III. was so much enchanted with the cordial 
and most magnificent reception accorded by Boles- 
las, and having also observed the great courage, 
military genius, and administrative qualities of the 
new sovereign of Poland, that on taking leave of 
him he took from his head the imperial crown and 
placed it on that of Boleslas, addressing him as “his 
royal majesty,” a title which up to that time the 
Germans had refused to recognise in either his 
predecessor Mieceslas or in himself — a title 
which was shortly afterwards confirmed by the 
Pope. 
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But after the death of the Emperor Otto III., 
which took place some time after this visit to 
Gniezno, his successor Henry II., offended be- 
cause Boleslas had annexed three Slav provinces 
to Poland over which the Emperor of Germany 
claimed sovereignty, Henry declared war against 
him. Boleslas gained the battle, after which peace 
-ensued. The annexation of Moravia, a Slav pro* 
vince, is attributed to Boleslas. 

Scarcely had he finished with the Germans than 
other enemies arose to harass him. In Red-Russia 
(now Eastern Galicia, Podolia, Wolhynia, and the 
Ukraine) there were several princes who, whilst 
quarreling amongst themselves, united in en- 
deavouring to disturb Poland. Boleslas entered 
with his army into Red Russia, and, having gained 
a decisive battle on the banks of the river Bug, 
marched directly on the large and rich city of 
Kieff, situated on the Dnieper, in which were 
400 churches of the orthodox (Greek) religion. 
He laid siege to this city, with its gates of gold. 
Having taken it by assault, he entered as conqueror. 
On passing through one of these golden gates he 
struck it with his sword, and this sword, then in- 
dented, is preserved in the museum of the capital 
of Poland, and serves as an insignia at the corona- 
tion of the kings of Poland. 

In this almost oriental city, with its great wealth, 
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each Polish soldier had his share of the spoil. 
Boleslas took for his portion only the golden gates 
belonging to the convent of St Sophia, which he 
destined for Gniezno, and in fact sent to adorn 
the cathedral of that city. 

Having entered into a treaty with Red-Russia 
and annexed a part of it to his own kingdom, he 
returned to Poland. But before quitting Kieff he 
placed in the bed of the river Dnieper an immense 
column or obelisk as a memorial of his victory over 
the city. 

Returning to his capital he occupied himself 
diligently with putting in order the internal affairs 
of the country, for you are well aware, my friends, 
said the old Professor, that when the master is 
long absent from home it requires a considerable 
time on his returning to get every thing straight. 

Hitherto Boleslas, forced to frequent wars by his 
neighbours who were jealous of his glory, had not 
been able to attend to the domestic affairs of his 
country, until, after his numerous and brilliant 
victories, he was left in peace, when he devoted 
his time to securing order in his dominions. 

This was not an easy task ; at first he had much 
trouble and work with the different Slavonic tribes, 
which had submitted to his authority and over 
whom he reigned, to make them agree amongst 
themselves. In short, he had to keep strict watch 
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that none of his numerous acquisitions were retaken 
by his jealous neighbours the Germans, who only 
waited for a favourable opportunity to resume 
possession of what they considered belonged by 
right to them. But being as clever an adminis- 
trator as he was a valiant warrior, he was able to 
accomplish his designs. 

In order not to make a mistake in these im- 
portant matters, for everyone, even the cleverest, is 
liable to err, Boleslas associated with himself a 
dozen councillors, selected from the most en- 
lightened and upright men in the country. Accom- 
panied by them he went throughout the land, ren- 
dering justice wherever his presence was required. 
When the weak were oppressed by the nobles, or 
by their employers, on being convinced of the 
truth of the complaint, he invited both parties to 
appear before him, and caused the guilty to be 
corporeally punished^ — that is to say, a tolerably 
sharp beating was applied to them. This “ invita- 
tion ” to appear before King Boleslas obtained the 
name of “ the dry bath.” 

He was likewise desirous that his people should 
be instructed ; and, as in those days the only men 
who specially devoted themselves to teaching were 
the monks, he established monasteries in different 
parts of his vast kingdom, endowing them with 
revenues on condition that the monks gave instruc- 
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tion in religion to all the lay population in their 
neighbourhood. 

This great monarch, to whom posterity accorded 
the title of Boleslas I., “the Brave,” died in 1025, 
leaving to his son, Miecislas II., an extensive and 
well-organised kingdom. His body was interred 
in the cathedral of Posen, the city which became 
the capital after Gniezno had ceased to be so. 

If you should ever chance to find yourselves, 
my friends, in that city, — now completely Ger- 
manised, — do not fail to visit the cathedral, where 
you will see the tombs of Miecislas I., and Boleslas 
“ the Brave.” 

The first holds in his hand a cross in rememr 
brance of his conversion, and that of his people, to 
the Christian religion. 

The second is represented leaning upon his 
sword, in sign of the conquests by which he 
aggrandised the kingdom of which he was the 
sovereign. 

After the death of the great and brave Boleslas, 
his son, Mieceslas II., was proclaimed king ; but 
the nation could not readily console itself for 
the loss of its distinguished sovereign, and during 
a whole year the strictest mourning was observed, 
no f£tes or public amusements taking place. 
On all sides nothing was heard but “Who will 
defend us against the Germans ? ” “ Who will' 
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love us like a father, as he did?” Unhappily 
these fears were realised, for whilst Boleslas I. 
was a great warrior and a true father to his 
people, his son, Mieceslas II., was a coward, a 
libertine, and a despicable man, who allowed him- 
self to be governed by his wife Ryxa, a German 
lady, who introduced into the kingdom unbounded 
corruption and detestable venality. 

Miecislas II. after leading a disorderly and 
drunken life, died whilst still young, leaving a son, 
Casimir, a mere infant, having appointed his wife 
Ryxa regent (1034-1035). His people surnamed 
him Miecislas II., the Sluggard, a name that his- 
tory has fully endorsed. 

The regency of the German queen was most 
corrupt and unhappy for Poland. 

At the expiration of a year the country revolted, 
and drove out the regent, who took her son with 
her, and carried off the crown and all the treasure 
found in the state chests. 

The interregnum lasted five years and a half, 
during which time Poland suffered terrible misfor- 
tunes at the hands of her neighbours, and espe- 
cially from the Germans, who made frequent 
invasions into the country, and little by little 
retook the provinces which Boleslas had formerly 
conquered. 

In one of these incursions the Bohemians ad- 
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vanced even to the capital, Gniezno, which they 
pillaged, and endeavoured, but unsuccessfully, to 
carry away the body of St Albert. 

At length a portion of the population, attribu- 
ting all their troubles to the introduction of the 
Christian religion, relapsed into paganism. 

In this melancholy and unhappy state of the 
country the wisest and most patriotic of the nobles 
determined to seek their legitimate king Casimir, 
who was pursuing his studies in a convent at 
Liege, in Belgium. Having attained his majority 
they requested him to return to Poland, and resume 
the sceptre w'hich was his by right of inheritance, 
in order to save his country from the great anarchy 
which existed there since his departure, and during 
his sojourn abroad. 

Casimir, no longer under the prejudicial autho- 
rity of his mother, acceded to the request of the 
Polish nobles, and, after taking possession of the 
crown, which he found in Ryxa’s hands, he 
arrived in Poland towards the end of 1040. 

It was by no means an easy task to restore 
order in a country where, for nearly six years, a 
state of complete anarchy had prevailed. 

However, with great courage and much perse- 
verance, with the help of true patriots, order 
by degrees was restored, and one by one the 
provinces were regained of which Poland had been 
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deprived during the indolent reign of his father, 
the corrupt regency of his mother, and the long 
interregnum which followed. 

After a laborious reign of eighteen years, beset 
with great difficulties, this good prince died (1058),.' 
leaving his country regenerated. Two sons, 
Boleslas and L&dislas, survived him. 

Casimir I., by his great prudence and loyal 
conduct during the whole of his reign, deserved 
the name of “ the Restorer ” which posterity has 
accorded to him, and it is this surname by which 
he is known in the history of his country. 

Boleslas II., surnamed “the Hardy/’ as the eldest 
son of Casimir, whilst still very young, being 
scarcely 16, ascended the throne of Poland (1058- 
1080), and was crowned at Gniezno. Some time 
after this event three princes, who had been exiled 
by their own people, arrived at his court and re- 
quested assistance and protection from the young 
Polish king. 

The three princes were — 

Jaromir, Prince of Bohemia. 

Bella, Prince of Hungary. 

Izaslaw, Prince of Kieff. 

All three asked to be reinstated as sovereigns in 
their respective countries. 

. Boleslas II., “ the Hardy,” at the head of his 
valiant army vanquished the Bohemians and 
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Hungarians, and re-established the two princes 
upon their thrones, and remembering that his great 
grandfather, Boleslas “the Valiant” had formerly 
marched to Kieff and taken it, he did not hesitate 
to go to this distant land to replace Izaslaw on his 
throne on condition that he would recognise the 
King of Poland as suzerain of Red Russia. 

The inhabitants of this large and rich city of 
Red Russia, recalling the brilliant victories related 
to them by their ancestors, which had been gained 
by Boleslas “ the Valiant,” great grandfather of 
the king who now came with his army against 
them, were alarmed, and fearful of measuring 
swords with the young conqueror of the Bohemians 
and Hungarians, sallied forth from their gates 
and surrendered the keys of their city to him, in 
order that he might enter into their wealthy capital 
as if conquered. 

Boleslas having replaced Izaslaw on his throne, 
passed the winter at Kieff to the great delight of 
his generals, captains, and officers, as this rich city 
was full of pleasure. 

After partaking largely of the dissipations the 
city afforded to the Polish army, Boleslas “the 
Hardy ” determined to return to his own kingdom. 
On his way thither he learnt that the Hungarians 
had once more revolted from their prince, Bella. 
He marched into Hungary, repressed the disorders, 
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and this time firmly placed the prince upon the 
throne. 

Hardly had he regained his own country when 
news arrived of a revolution at Kieff and the 
dethronement of Prince Izaslaw. Obliged to aid 
his vassal, he returned at the head of a large army 
to the gates of the city, whose inhabitants, not 
wishing to surrender a second time, prepared for 
resistance. Boleslas laid siege to the town, allowed 
no provisions to enter, so that in the end the starved 
inhabitants were compelled to capitulate. He 
then entered the city with his army as conquerors, 
and this time remained for seven years, abandoning 
himself to debauchery and licentiousness. 

Intoxication and continued irregularities so 
enfeebled the Polish king and his chief officers that 
they were no longer capable of displaying the war- 
like virtues they once possessed. 

During this long and disastrous absence of the 
sovereign, the internal affairs of his kingdom 
suffered immensely. The strongest amongst his 
subjects oppressed the weakest. Corruption 
reigned throughout every class. The wives, whose 
husbands abandoned themselves to every species 
of dissipation in Kieff, contracted new alliances, 
considering themselves authorised to do so by their 
husbands* conduct. But the latter, on learning 
the infidelity of their wives, began to quit the. 
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king, one by one, and returned to Poland to 
punish their faithless spouses. 

Boleslas, seeing himself abandoned by his 
captains, and detested by the inhabitants of Kieff, 
determined to return to his country. But he had 
become so enervated during his seven years resi- 
dence, that he was no longer capable of reigning 
with glory, and accustomed to lead an irregular 
life in Kieff he wished to continue the same course 
in his own kingdom, and, carrying off the wife of 
one of his subjects, he thus set a bad example to 
his people. 

“ Stanislas Szczepanowski, bishop of Cracow, 
severely blamed the king for his immorality, and 
on finding that his censure produced no effect, and 
that Boleslas continued to lead this life of disorder, 
the bishop excommunicated him. 

Boleslas, furious at the anathema cast upon him, 
slew the bishop whilst celebrating mass in the 
church of Skalka, situated on a small rock near to 
Cracow. This sad and unhappy event took place 
8th May 1079. 

The tidings of this abominable crime, committed 
by one who from his exalted position should have 
set an example of moderation and virtue, caused 
the utmost consternation. The Pope, at the same 
time that he excommunicated Boleslas, caused all 
the churches in Poland to be closed ; and 
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took away from the sovereigns of Poland 
their title of king. Great was the desola- 
tion and despair which reigned throughout the 
country. 

This king, to whom had been given the sur- 
name of “ the Hardy ” on account of his valour and 
intrepidity, excommunicated by the Pope and 
cursed by his subjects, ended his sad and criminal 
days in a convent in Hungary, where, wishing to 
be forgotten by all the world he chose the humble 
service of scullion. 
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THIRD MORNING . 

After the scandalous and dreadful crime com- 
mitted by Boleslas II., “ the Hardy/’ his younger 
brother Ladislas Herman succeeded to the vacant 
throne. 

Ladislas did not possess the virtues of his 
ancestors : he was lethargic and idle. 

The first error he committed on his ascension 
was, that instead of being crowned as King of 
Poland, he was content with the title of Prince. 
The Pope, notwithstanding the excommunication 
of his elder brother, would without doubt have 
confirmed his coronation as King had he been so 
crowned, and his successors would consequently 
have borne the same title. 

He married Judith, daughter of the King of 
Bohemia, by whom he had one legitimate son, who 
was born with a crooked mouth, and who on 
account of this infirmity is known in history as 
Boleslas III., “the Crooked Mouthed.” 

Ladislas Herman was an idle and supine 
prince, who not caring to concern himself with 
affairs of state, delegated his power and authority 
to his favourite Siecieh, a wicked man, guilty of 
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great injustice, condemning those who did not 
flatter him to death or exile, or to the confiscation 
of their goods. In consequence a number of nobles 
fled into Bohemia, to avoid the persecutions of this 
ignoble favourite, and solicited the aid of Prince 
Brzetyslaw to avenge their wrongs. 

The Prince of the Bohemians acceded to their 
request, and having discovered that an elder, though 
illegitimate, son of Ladislas Herman was study- 
ing in a convent in Bohemia, they entreated him 
to place himself at the head of the Bohemians 
and march to Poland to drive away Siecieh, the 
infamous favourite of his father. 

The two sons, one legitimate, the other illegi- 
timate, united to chase their father's favourite out 
of the kingdom, and happily succeeded ; a result 
ardently desired by the whole country. 

The careless monarch, after the exile of his 
favourite, had no alternative but to conciliate his 
sons. Wearied with the cares of government he 
soon died, leaving the throne of Poland to his legiti- 
mate son Boleslas III., “the Crooked Mouthed.” 

At this period Poland had as enemies the 
Bohemians, the Germans, the Russians, and the 
Pomeranians, with whom they were continually at 
war, and no one was better fitted to command them 
than Boleslas III., “the Crooked Mouthed,” who was 
born, so to speak, a warrior, and who, at the age 
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of ten years, began the rude profession of arms. 
He possessed, besides, an excellent disposition, and 
though, as the legitimate son of his father, he had 
the right to reign alone over the whole country, he 
allowed his brother Zbicniew to govern a part of 
his kingdom. 

Boleslas III. married a princess of Kieff. The 
wedding ceremonies were splendid, and during their 
celebration the happy and joyous Polish king gave 
magnificent gifts to all who were present at the 
nuptials. 

These festivities were speedily followed by 
troubles of every kind. 

Boleslas* brother Zbicniew, though only the 
illegitimate son of Ladislas Herman, was jealous of 
his younger brother, whose subject he was, and 
continually incited the enemies of Poland to invade 
his brother’s kingdom. Boleslas, as a great and 
successful warrior, repulsed them one after 
another. 

Henry V., Emperor of Germany, who wished to 
depose Boleslas from the throne in order to place 
his brother Zbicniew upon it, hoping that the 
latter would more easily become his vassal, was 
completely beaten by Boleslas under the walls of 
Breslau. 

In this battle, so memorable in the wars of 
Poland, so many of her enemies were killed that 
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the Germans in their flight had not time to bury 
their dead ; so the numerous corpses became the 
prey of a troop of dogs, who devoured them, from 
whence to the present time this field of battle 
under the walls of Breslau is called “ the field of 
dogs,” or in the German, “ Hunsfeld.” 

Boleslas III., “ the Crooked Mouthed,” became so 
harassed and tormented by his brother Zbicniew, 
that at last he gave unmistakable signs of a desire 
to be rid of him, no matter by what means. His 
too zealous courtiers killed Zbicniew. The con- 
science of Boleslas terribly reproached him for this 
fratricidal act 

Boleslas III. was, as we have said before, a great 
and valiant soldier. During thirty-six years of his 
reign he gained forty- seven battles, only being 
unsuccessful late in life. 

The Emperor of Germany, desiring by a splendid 
victory to avenge his defeat under the walls of 
Breslau, collected a great force and again declared 
war against the Polish monarch. Though Boleslas 
III. had also skilful captains and a large army, 
formed by him during his constant battles, still, 
not wishing to shed more blood, he sent an 
ambassador to sue for peace. 

By way of reply the German Emperor showed 
Skarbek, the ambassador, several chests full of 
gold , saying he had the wherewithal to conduct a 
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long war, and consequently he should not grant the 
request of the Polish king. 

Skarbek seeing so much gold before him took a 
very precious ring from his finger, and throwing it 
into a coffer, said, “Let gold mix with gold.” 
The Emperor, astonished and puzzled by this 
act, not knowing what to reply, uttered the word 
“ Habdank ” (thank you), and since then the 
family of Skarbek, which still exists, carry in their 
coat of arms the German word “ Habdank.” 

After a glorious but unhappy reign of thirty-six 
years, Boleslas III. “ the Crooked Mouthed,” died 
in 1 1 39. Before his death he made a will, dividing 
the kingdom of Poland amongst four of his sons ; 
but as he had five, it was remarked to him that he 
had given nothing to the fifth. To this observation 
he replied, “ When there are four wheels to a chariot 
some one must guide this chariot, and that some one 
will be my fifth son,” and his prophecy came to 
pass, as we shall see hereafter. 

In giving a short summary of the events I have 
related, said the Professor, if you have paid 
attention my friends to the instruction I have given 
during three mornings you will have observed that 
from the time of Ziemowit, the father of Miecislas 
I., who with his people was converted to the 
Christian religion, that is to say from 859 to 
the death of Boleslas III., “the Crooked 
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Mouthed,” in 1140, a period of 281 years has 
elapsed. 

This long interval, styled by historians “ the first 
epoch,” is known as “ the Conquering Epoch ” of 
the History of Poland. 

In fact, during this long period of 281 years, the 
Polish monarchs, whether bearing the title of Kings 
or simply that of Princes, were all conquerors, and en- 
larged their country by continually encroaching on 
the frontiers of their neighbours. Without contradic- 
tion, of all the kings and princes who reigned in 
Poland during these 281 years, it was the three 
Boleslas* who were the bravest, and who most con- 
tributed to the aggrandisement of their country. 
Thus this first epoch was sumamed “ the Conquer- 
ing Epoch,” for the succeeding monarchs were 
neither conquerors nor invaders. 

You must also remark that during this first 
period of this history the rulers were absolute 
sovereigns, though for the most part they respected 
the traditions and customs of the countries which 
they conquered and annexed, but their wills alone 
were law, being neither subject to control nor 
counsel. 

This monarchical oligarchy became by degrees 
enfeebled towards the end of this epoch. Boleslas, 
“the Crooked Mouthed,” did not rule with such 
despotic sway as his glorious predecessor Boleslas 
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“ the Great ; ” for the high clergy, the great nobles, 
especially those who were governors of provinces, 
had acquired such enormous powers that they were 
able to curb the fiery wills of the monarchs. 

This fact is to be remembered, because it will be 
seen that after the death of Boleslas III. the kings 
were no longer absolute, and that the aristocracy 
and the clergy shared with the sovereign the 
supreme power. 

In those distant times the inhabitants of Poland 
did not enjoy the security in which their descend- 
ants lived after the country had become civilised 
and organised. The former were constantly subject 
to the invasion of the foreigner, or the attack of the 
brigands who inhabited the caverns in the immense 
forests. The sole protection and defence of the 
poor peasant and labourer was the seigneur who 
lived in his fortified castle, well armed, and kept 
his horses always saddled ready to repel the 
enemy and pursue the brigand, and who, when 
kind and humane, gave shelter to his vassals after 
their ruin. 

During the prehistoric period the Slav tribes, 
who dwelt in the different countries which after- 
wards formed the kingdom of Poland, knew no- 
thing of nobles or peasants; each man was a 
soldier and defender of his country. A perfect 
equality existed amongst them. But when the 
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Germans, Pomeranians, and other neighbours be- 
gan to make continual invasions they found it 
necessary to group themselves round some powerful 
chief who would lead them against their enemies. 
Then commenced the building of fortified castles, 
and their captains and different chiefs became the 
lords of these castles, the simple soldiers remaining, 
as before, tillers of the land and workmen : hence 
resulted slavery of the hardest kind for the latter, 
and liberty as well as license too great, for the 
former. 

The clergy, by preaching the gospel, endeavoured 
to ameliorate the barbarous habits of both seign- 
eurs and peasants. The nobles were guilty not 
only of oppressing but even of murdering their 
serfs, without being called to account for their 
inhumanity. If the admonitions of the clergy pro- 
duced no effect they had recourse to excommuni- 
cation. 

An excommunicated person could not enter 
any church, and every one avoided him as one 
plague-stricken. In those days it was a very 
severe punishment, and, as I have already said, 
the valiant and powerful king Boleslas II., “the 
Hardy/* was obliged after his excommunication to 
seek an asylum in a convent in Hungary, and 
there expiate his crimes. 

In these distant times there were no roads or 
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canals in Poland. Travellers in the immense 
forests were guided by the sun by day, and by the 
stars by night, as ancient mariners directed their 
course at sea before the invention of the compass. 
The forests were full of wild animals, bisons, elks, 
stags, beavers, lynx, wolves, and bears. These 
were killed either for food, or safeguard against 
their rapacity. There were besides the forests, 
immense lakes and rivers, which furnished the in- 
habitants with plenty of fish. These gifts of Nature 
were of much more importance then, than in later 
times ; the cultivation of the land could not always 
furnish sufficient food to nourish those who tilled 
it. Often, after having sowed wheat and other 
grain or vegetables, and when they were nearly 
ready to be gathered, the enemies from without, 
or the brigands from within, made invasions, 
trampled under foot and completely destroyed all 
the crops on which the inhabitants of the villages 
depended for their subsistence during the following 
year ; so that, if it had not been for the animals 
killed in these immense forests, and the fish caught 
in the lakes and rivers, there would have been a 
complete dearth. It was only in later times, under 
the good kings, that the surface of the country was, 
little by little, cleared of its vast forests and its 
soil tilled in peace. I dwell on all these circum- 
stances, my friends, said the old philosopher, whilst 
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concluding his third lecture, in order to impress 
upon your minds that it is only by persevering 
labour, obedience to law, respect for your neigh- 
bours’ rights, and peace, that the wealth and 
happiness of nations can be secured. 

There are, however, instances when, above all 
things desiring peace, war becomes a necessity : it 
is ; when the honour or independence of a country is 
menaced ; then every inhabitant should cease to 
consider his own interests, and he who is old 
enough to bear arms should become a soldier, or if 
infirm or too old tp do so, should aid either with 
his fortune or his counsel the defence of his 
home. If he listen only to his egoism, and if he 
prefer to repose whilst others sacrifice life and 
fortune, he is an unworthy son of his mother 
country. 

The next morning I shall begin with the second 
epoch of the history of Poland, an epoch which 
lasted 200 years, until the glorious reign of Casimir 
III., “the Great,” surnamed “the King of the 
Peasants.” 
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FOURTH MORNING. 

SECOND EPOCH, 1139 — 1 33 5. 

In my last lecture I told you that Boleslas III., 
“ the Crooked Mouthed/* at his death divided his 
kingdom amongst his four sons, as a rich land- 
owner divides his property between his children. 
The difference, however, is great : it is one thing 
to divide a piece of land of greater or less extent, 
and quite another matter to partition a kingdom 
with its inhabitants. As long as the whole 
nation is under one government, be it monarchical 
or republican, it is strong and powerful ; whereas, 
if it become disintegrated, it is a prey to faction 
and rivalries. 

You will be convinced of the truth of this if you 
attend to what I am going to relate to you of the 
commencement of the second period of the history 
of Poland. 

Thus the eldest son of Boleslas III., called 
Ladislas II., having for his portion Pomerania, 
Silesia, and the Grand-duchy of Cracow, with* 
their dependencies, ought to have inhabited the 
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capital of the whole kingdom, which was the city 
of Cracow, and, according to his father’s will, have 
exercised a kind of sovereignty over his three 
brothers who reigned over the other parts of 
Poland. 

Ladislas II. married, during the lifetime of his 
father, Agnes, daughter of the Emperor of Germany, 
She was ambitious, and continually reproached her 
husband, telling him that she had married him in 
order to reign over the whole country, and not 
over an insignificant portion of Poland. She so 
irritated him that he determined to seize those 
parts over which, under his father Boleslas III.’s 
will, his brothers reigned. To compass this pur- 
pose he called in the aid of the Bohemians and 
Ruth&nes of Red Russia, Slavs dwelling in Galicia, 
Lithuania, Hungary, &c., and being goaded on 
by his ambitious wife, he seized the country of 
Sandomir, called “ Little Poland,” which was 
under the dominion of his brother Henry, and 
that of Plock, over which reigned Boleslas IV., 
called “ the Frizzy.” 

These two brothers being despoiled of their 
kingdoms took refuge with their third brother, 
Miecislas III., “the Old,” who reigned over the 
duchy of Posen and its dependencies. 

Ladislas II., not content with the sovereignty 
of three parts of Poland, wished to possess himself 
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of the fourth, and thus satisfy his wife Agnes by 
making her queen of the whole. But “ man 
proposes and God disposes unbounded ambition 
is often punished by Providence. 

Ladislas II., notwithstanding the aid of his 
allies the Bohemians and Ruth&nes of Red Russia, 
was completely defeated under the walls of Posen 
by the united forces of the three deposed brothers, 
and he and his wife were obliged to take refuge 
with his father-in-law, the Emperor of Germany. 

Boleslas IV., “ the Frizzy,” so named on account 
of his frizzled hair, was then called to Cracow to 
assume the reins of government as next heir of 
Ladislas II. He sold Sandomir to his brother 
Henry. Scarcely had he began to reign over the 
duchy of Cracow and the portion of his elder 
brother, who had taken refuge in Germany, than 
the Emperor, wishing to reinstate his son-in-law 
upon the throne which he had lost through his 
ambition, entered Poland with a large army, destroy- 
ing everything by burning the towns and villages 
until he arrived under the walls of Posen. 

The Poles, much less numerous, seeing the 
impossibility of resistance demanded peace, and 
Boleslas IV. had to submit to very hard and 
humiliating conditions. Imagiiie, my friends, con- 
tinued the old professor, Boleslas being obliged to 
go barefooted, clothed in a long coarse shirt, with 
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his sword hung round his neck to ask pardon from 
the Emperor, and promising to pay a large sum as 
an indemnity for the expenses of the war; also 
undertaking to sell to Ladislas II. the country 
which he had lost when he fled for protection to 
his father-in-law. 

But after the departure of the German army 
these promises remained unfulfilled, as Ladislas 
died in 1159. To his sons, however, the Poles had 
given Silesia, which they divided into several small 
principalities, over which country for a consider- 
able period the descendants of the dynasty of 
Piast had ruled. 

Boleslas IV., after having re-entered Cracow, 
sent an army into Prussia, whose inhabitants 
were at this time heathens, to convert them to 
Christianity. 

So long as the Prussians felt the sword hanging 
over their heads they feigned to be Christians, but 
when the Polish army departed they reverted to 
their paganism. 

The Prussians at one time inveigled the Poles 
into a marsh by showing them in the distance the 
cattle which they so much needed for food. By 
this treachery Henry, Prince of Sandomir, perished 
in the swamp, with many officers and soldiers 
whilst those not drowned died from the poisoned 
arrows of the Prussians. 
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Casimir, the fifth son of Boleslas III., who had 
obtained nothing at his father's death, succeeded 
his brother in the duchy of Sandomir. 

After the death (1173) of Boleslas IV., “the 
Frizzy," Miecislas III., Prince of the duchy of 
Posen, surnamed “the Old,” was called to reign 
over three portions of the kingdom, the fourth part 
then belonging to the youngest son of Boleslas 
III., called Casimir, succeeding Henry, Duke of 
Sandomir, who had been slain in Prussia. Miecis- 
las III., “the Old,” wishing to introduce order 
into the kingdom, adopted Draconian laws for the 
slightest misconduct, which gave great offence to 
the Poles, a feeling still further increased by his 
avarice, which caused him several times to recoin 
the money, each time alloying it more, and forcing 
the people to receive it; this depreciation in the 
coinage did much harm, more especially to the 
poor. 

The inhabitants of Cracow revolted, and called 
his younger brother, Casimir, Duke of Sandomir, 
to the throne, driving away Miecislas, who saved 
himself by retiring to his duchy of Posen. 

Casimir II., surnamed “the Just,” convoked the 
bishops and great seigneurs to Leczyca, an im- 
portant town in the province of Mazovie, and 
established a senate, which has ever since possessed 
the right of assisting in the council of the king, 
and of ruling, as it were, along with him. 
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In one respect this policy was good, because now 
the kings of Poland could no longer be absolute, and 
had not the power to make laws, to oppress the 
people, nor to declare war merely to gratify their 
own capricious whims ; but on the other hand, 
it formed an oligarchy of the great lords and 
bishops, which became all powerful, the nobles 
building strong fortresses, which they filled with 
armed troops. They soon quarrelled amongst 
themselves, and attacked each other. The smaller 
nobles, the inhabitants of the towns, and the 
peasants suffered much more from the oppression 
of these many “ kinglets ” than if they had re- 
mained the subjects of one sole monarch. 

After the death of Casimir “the Just” (1194), 
Miecislas III., “ the Old,” who had still some 
partisans in Cracow, wished to return thither, but 
a son of Casimir, Leszek, surnamed “the White,” 
on account of the remarkable whiteness of his hair 
had already been placed on his father’s throne. 
However, as he was still a child, and his mother, 
Helfene, who had been appointed regent, being a 
weak woman, Miecislas “ the Old ” made her so 
many advantageous offers that she ceded her son’s 
throne to him, and withdrew with her child to 
Sandomir. But Miecislas, having again disgusted 
his subjects, was obliged to fly from Cracow to 
Posen, where he soon afterwards died. Two of 
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the great nobles, Nicolas, Woiewode of Cracow, 
and Pelka, a senator, then assumed the reins 
of government. They sent a deputation to 
Sandomir, requesting King Leszek “the White” 
to come and take possession of the throne, if he 
would dismiss and separate himself from his friend 
and tutor Goworek. Leszek preferred the friend- 
ship of the tutor, who had brought him up and 
had taught him to live honourably, to the throne 
thus offered by the two powerful and turbulent 
nobles of Cracow, and refused to accede to their 
request. 

As you see, my friends, said the old professor to 
his many hearers assembled on the green, this is a 
beautiful example of fidelity and self-sacrifice in 
not accepting a throne rather than forsake a friend, 
though that friend was only his old tutor. 

Goworek wished him to comply, and entreated 
his royal pupil to send him away, and to accept the 
throne of Poland, which had been offered to him on 
such a condition. Leszek was immovable in his 
determination, and with tears replied to the depu- 
tation, “I can place no confidence in those men 
and in their good intention who desire to deprive 
me of the council of my best friend.” On receiv- 
ing this unexpected response, the two lords, who 
had been invested with sovereign power after the 
exile of Miecislas “the Old” (1177), induced the 
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latter’s son, Ladislas III., called “Long Shanks,” on 
account of the length and thinness of his legs, to 
assume the throne on which his father had twice 
sat. But this prince, though good and just, did not 
long retain the throne of Poland, for the all-power- 
ful Woiewode Nicolas dying, he had no longer any 
partisans, so Ladislas III. benevolently withdrew 
(1203) to his residence at Gniezno, the original 
capital of Poland. 

During the short reign of Ladislas III. in 
Cracow, Leszek “the White” gained a brilliant 
victory over Prince Roman, Duke of Red Russia, 
who was laying waste the duchy of Sandomir. 
After the news of this triumph had spread through- - 
out the country, the Polish nobles again invited 
Leszek to come and take possession of the throne 
of Cracow, which had been abandoned by the son 
of Miecislas III. 

Immediately after his installation in the Polish 
capital, Leszek went to Pomerania to quell the 
disturbances caused by Swiatopelk, whom he had 
appointed governor, and who repaid his kindnesses 
by fomenting intrigues, and declined to pay the 
tribute due to the Polish kings, pretending to be an 
independent prince of the province, which had for 
a long time formed a portion of the kingdom of 
Poland. This was an unfortunate expedition for 
the Polish monarch, for the governor betrayed his 
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master, and set Pomeranian assassins upon his steps, 
who slew the king whilst he was taking a bath, in 
the city of Gasawa, 1227. 

Leszek had a brother Konrad, to whom he had 
given the duchy of Mazovie, situated near to the 
Prussians, who at that time were still heathen, and 
who often invaded the duchy and laid it waste. 
Konrad, in order to defend himself against these 
terrible enemies, formed an alliance with the 
religious order of “ the Knights of the Cross,” who, 
having returned from the crusades, had installed 
themselves in the Empire of Germany near the 
Baltic Sea, in order to convert to Christianity the 
pagan population of Prussia. This alliance was 
disastrous for Poland, for this order pf the Knights 
of the Cross proved perfidious, and afterwards 
became the most terrible enemy of the Poles, and 
was some centuries later, as you will see, the primary 
cause of the spoliation of our unhappy country. 

After the cruel death of Leszek by the Pomer- 
anians, his son Boleslas IV., surnamed “the Bashful,” 
succeeded to the throne. He was only six years 
old, and consequently under the care of a governor. 
To be governor to a king in his minority is a post 
beset with temptations and difficulties. The little 
king stands for nothing, and the governor is every- 
thing. Two rivals competed for this office/Konrad, 
Prince of Mazovie, and Henry, Prince of Silesia, and 
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according to the chances of war, sometimes one and 
sometimes the other was the young king s governor. 
As may be imagined, these incessant feuds did not 
contribute to the happiness of the country, for 
during the long reign of Boleslas IV., “the Bashful/* 
which lasted fifty-two years, i.e. t from 1227 to 1279, 
almost every possible calamity afflicted Poland. In 
1238, Boleslas having attained his majority, and the 
governors having no longer the right to rule in his 
name, in order to render his throne more secure 
the young king married Gunegonde, the daughter 
of Bella, King of Hungary, who was a pious and 
benevolent woman. A legend current amongst the 
Poles attributes to Gunegonde the discovery of 
the salt mines at Vieliczka, near Cracow. These 
mines were for several years a great source of 
wealth to Poland ; and when afterwards this part of 
the country became the property of Austria, these 
mines contributed considerably to the revenue of 
this kingdom. 

You are most likely curious, said the old Pro- 
fessor to his audience, to know this legend, and how 
it bears upon the history of Poland ; so as it is not a 
long story, I will relate it to you. Whilst Gunegonde 
was leading the life of a young girl in her father’s 
palace, in one of her walks she came upon an open- 
ing into the salt mines ; whereupon she took a ring 
from her finger, and threw it down the aperture, say- 
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ing at the same time, “ I am sure to find my 
precious ring not far from this spot where I 
now stand.” No heed was paid to these words, 
uttered by a child, and they were soon 
forgotten, but on arriving at Cracow, after her 
marriage with Boleslas “the Bashful,” and re- 
membering what had occurred in Hungary near the 
salt mine, she ordered a deep hole to be sunk near 
Vieliczka, at that time only a small village about two 
miles from Cracow, and there in a mass of salt, the 
precious ring was found, which she had thrown, 
when in her native country, into the pit. The dis- 
covery of the ring was regarded as a miracle, 
whereupon pits were sunk, which brought to 
light these valuable salt deposits, which to this 
day are a source of great revenue to the Austrian 
treasury. 

If any of you, my friends, go to Cracow, do not 
forget to visit these mines, for they present a very 
remarkable spectacle, such an one as is not else- 
where to be met with in the whole world. 

Setting aside the idea of the miracle, there is no 
doubt these salt mines of Vieliczka were discovered 
during the reign of Boleslas “ the Bashful,” immedi- 
ately after his marriage with Gunegonde, daughter 
of the King of Hungary, 1238. Many historians 
repeat this legend. 

During the unfortunate reign of this king a 
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terrible invasion devastated Poland, and several 
neighbouring Slav provinces. 

In Asia, the immense steppes situated between 
the Black Sea and the Caspian were inhabited by 
barbarous hordes of Tartars, who neither sowed 
nor tilled the land. They dwelt in tents, and their 
sole possessions consisted of camels and horses, 
whose flesh provided them, with meat, and the 
milk of the former was their accustomed beverage ; 
they lived on the plunder which they had seized in 
the adjacent countries. 

These hordes, with bronzed complexions, small 
eyes and flat noses, were, as we have said, called 
Tartars. They had from the commencement of 
the thirteenth century, under the command of the 
formidable Gengis Khan, held Moscow and the 
Russians in bloody and terrible subjection. 

In 1240 these hordes overwhelmed Poland, as well 
as other Slav provinces. Under the command of 
Baty Khan, the Tartars entered first the city of 
Sandomir, the capital of the duchy of that name, 
which city they burned, and put to death its inhabi- 
tants, and continuing their work of devastation 
whilst marching on to Cracow, from which city the 
indolent king fled for refuge to the house of his 
brother-in-law in Hungary. Having destroyed the 
Polish capital they proceeded to Breslau, and finally 
to Lignitz, pillaging, burning, and killing all that 
hey met as they pursued their dread way. 
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Henry “ the Pious,” the reigning prince of the 
duchy of Lignitz, convoked all his Christian neigh- 
bours, the “ Knights of the Cross,” the Germans, the 
Bohemians, and the Poles, of the duchies of Posen, 
Silesia, and Pomerania, to aid him in repelling this 
terrible scourge. The encounter between heathen 
and Christian was terrific. Beppo, the master of 
the order of the Knights of the Cross, and Henry 
“the Pious,” Duke of Lignitz, were killed in one 
of these encounters. On both sides the losses were 
enormous, and after a veritable butchery, the 
Tartars withdrew to their steppes. 

After the retreat of the Tartars, Boleslas IV., 
“ the Bashful,” returned to his kingdom, from which 
he had so ignominiously fled. This weak and 
contemptible prince, unfortunately for Poland, 
reigned fifty-two years, was universally despised 
by his subjects when living, and unregretted when 
dead. 

Under this unhappy reign the Polish provinces 
of Silesia, Pomerania, and Marchia, governed by 
the Polish princes of the dynasty of Piast, became 
almost Germanised, for these princes had married 
German wives, who, with their suites, constantly 
spoke German. The entourage of the princesses 
being composed likewise of Germans, was followed 
by tradesmen and workpeople of the same nation- 
ality, consequently little by little the German 
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language was introduced into daily life, and the 
inhabitants of the towns, whilst abandoning their 
mother-tongue, lost at the same time their nation- 
ality. Nevertheless the Catholic bishops, seeing this 
continual Germanisation of the towns, desired the 
cures and vicars in the provinces to instruct the 
inhabitants in the Polish language, and it is, thanks 
to this teaching, that, in the villages, the peasants 
have preserved to this day the Polish language, 
although much corrupted, and with the language, 
the Polish character. 

Some learned and enthusiastic men have under- 
taken the dangerous task of treating the subject of 
Polish nationality by publishing, at their own cost, 
pamphlets and journals in the Polish language, and 
circulating these works amongst those populations 
who, since the thirteenth century, have been sur- 
rounded by Germans, and, though living under 
governments who did all that was possible to 
Germanise them, have had the merit to preserve 
their mother-tongue, and with it the national 
characteristics. 

Boleslas IV., not leaving a direct heir, his nephew 
Leszek II., Duke of Conjavie, sumamed “the Black,” 
on account of his ebony hair, was called to the 
throne of Poland. 

At the commencement of his reign he had to 
repress the invasions of the Lithuanians, who laid 
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waste the neighbouring provinces, which were then 
still pagan. 

The Lithuanians worshipped the god of thunder, 
whom they called Perkoun, rendered honour and 
sacrificed to beasts and serpents. Their high 
priest was called Krywekryweite. The Lithuanian 
possessions extended from the Baltic to the river 
Dzwina, and were' divided from Poland by the 
rivers Bug and Niemen. 

This heathen and barbarous people made at this 
time frequent incursions into their neighbour's 
country, and committed great atrocities and depre- 
dations in the contiguous Polish provinces. Their 
own land was almost entirely covered with immense 
forests, which were both the’ abodes of their gods 
and their secret hiding places. 

I have laid some stress on the subject of these 
neighbours of Poland, because you will see by and 
by that they play an important part in the drama 
of Polish history. 

Leszek II., “the Black," marched with an army 
to Lublin (an important town of Little Poland), 
where, finding the Lithuanians destroying the city 
and its environs, he drove them out and pursued 
them to the river Niemen, into which they threw 
themselves, and where the greater part were 
drowned. 

This prince, though a Pole by birth, had been 
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educated in Germany, and by adopting the customs 
of the Germans, enemies of Poland, he became 
unpopular with his subjects. 

During his reign the Tartars repeated their in- 
vasion ; they burned the cities of Sandomir, destroy- 
ing everything before them, until they reached 
Cracow, which they burned. After this dreadful 
carnage they retired to their steppes in Asia, carry- 
ing with them 22,000 Polish maidens. Imagine 
my friends, what terrible despair overwhelmed their 
parents, when their children were carried off into 
slavery. 

Leszek dying without an heir, his brother Ladis- 
las, surnamed “ the Dwarf/* on account of his very 
short stature, wished to succeed him, and arrived 
with his suite at Cracow; but the inhabitants 
declined to accept him, and nominated Henry 
“the Honest/* Duke of Breslau. Ladislas, seeing 
that they were murdering his followers in the streets 
of Cracow, had hardly time to take shelter in the 
Franciscan convent, from whence, dressed as a 
monk, he escaped by a window, and quitted the 
inhospitable city. 

Henry “ the Honest ** died soon after his arrival 
at Cracow ; but before his death he appointed 
Przemyslas, Duke of Posen, as his successor. 
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FIFTH MORNING . 

After the flight from Cracow of Ladislas “the 
Dwarf,” whom for the future we shall designate 
“ the Short,” and who, after the death of his brother 
Leszek “the Black,” aspired to the throne, and 
who, on the death of Henry “the Honest” was 
called by the inhabitants of Cracow to reign over 
them, at his demise bequeathed the throne to 
Przemyslas, Duke of Posen. 

The widow of Leszek “ the Black,” Gryfine, an 
Austrian, caused a false will to be made, purporting 
to be that of her husband, by which he appointed 
his brother-in-law, Venceslas, King of Bohemia, to 
succeed him. In virtue of this assumed right, 
Venceslas entered the country with his army, and 
for three years carried on a war against the 
usurper Ladislas “ the Short.” 

During this period Przemyslas, Duke of Posen, 
reigned triumphantly in the north of Poland, called 
“Great Poland.” Mestwin, Duke of Pomerania, 
besides ceding to him his duchy, with the town of 
Dantzic, an important port on the Baltic Sea, 
seeing the great lords and inhabitants of the towns 
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and in the Polish provinces were continually 
harassed by the battles between Ladislas “ the 
Short,” and Venceslas, -offered the crown of Poland 
to Przemyslas, who accepted it, and was crowned 
at Gniezno, 1295, by the archbishop of the diocese 
and primate of Poland. 

Unfortunately for the country — for this reign 
promised to be an auspicious one — this prince did 
not long enjoy the crown. He was the first to wear 
it since Boleslas “the Bold,” a period of 216 years 
intervening. His daily increasing power excited 
the envy and jealousy of the neighbouring Mar- 
graves of Brandenbourg, who hired a number of 
assassins, and when the new King of Poland 
arrived at Rogozno, a town situated in the extensive 
forest of the province of Posen where he intended 
to spend some time before Lent, they assassinated 
him on Ash Wednesday, the 6th February 1296, in 
spite of the brave defence made by himself and 
his attendants. 

Besides the Margraves two Polish nobles were 
implicated in this perfidious murder. Their names 
were Nalecz and Zareba. They and their descend- 
ants were put into the “Index 99 by the other nobles, 
and the abettors of murder, together with their pos- 
terity, were interdicted from wearing scarlet, the dis- 
tinctive badge of the nobles. Nor were the descend- 
ants of these two men allowed to range themselves 
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amongst the combatants in time of war. It was not 
until the end of the reign of Casimir “ the Great,” 
that the bravery and irreproachable conduct of 
their descendants reinstated them as nobles, and 
regained for them the esteem of their equals. 

After the iniquitous murder of Przemyslas, 
the pretender Ladislas, leaving his competitor 
master of the duchies of Cracow and Sandomir, 
entered with his partisans and army into Posen, 
and seized the reins of the government of 
that duchy and its dependencies. His soldiers, 
becoming overbearing and rapacious, and having 
committed many misdemeanors and abuses, the 
inhabitants of these provinces revolted, and drove 
out the prince and his army. Ladislas hid himself 
for a long time amongst his friends, going about 
the country disguised, sometimes as a monk, at 
other times as a shepherd, until at length, tired of 
his wandering life, he quitted the country and made 
a pilgrimage to Rome, there to expiate his sins and 
follies. 

During this pilgrimage to Rome, the rule of 
Venceslas, King of Bohemia, became especially 
hateful to the inhabitants of the small towns and the 
country, as he never resided in Poland, but always 
at Prague, the capital of Bohemia, being represented 
in Poland by governors and officials. Thus when 
Ladislas “ the Short,” improved in character, 
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returned from Rome to his friend Amadeus, 
who was a rich and powerful Hungarian lord, 
the latter offered him several hundreds of his 
valiant subjects and invited him to attempt 
to enter Poland, in the hope that the discon- 
tent which had shown itself against the King 
of Bohemia would make it an easy conquest. 
Ladislas, encouraged by his friend, marched into 
Poland at the head of a small Hungarian army, 
and took possession of some strong castles. Then 
making terms with the peasants and citizens of 
the town of Wislica, near Cracow, he drove out 
the governors and Bohemian garrisons from 
several districts, and saw his partisans increase 
from day to day. As the Poles were incensed at 
being governed and molested by official extor- 
tioners and foreign soldiers, they welcomed with 
enthusiasm a king of their own nationality. During 
this interval, news reached Cracow of the death 
of the King of Bohemia, who had also assumed the 
title of King of Poland. Then Ladislas, “the 
Short,” meeting with no farther obstruction, at the 
head of his adherents made his entry into Poland, 
first into Sandomir, then into Cracow, where he was 
recognised as the lawful king, 1305. 

This king, who had seized upon the throne im- 
mediately after the murder of Przemyslas, was 
driven from Poland by his subjects on account of 
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his wickedness. To expiate his manifold crimes 
he made a pilgrimage to Rome on foot. Having 
remained for some time in the Eternal City, he 
returned to his own country reformed in character. 
Reinstated on the throne, it proved during the 
remainder of his reign a seat of trouble and dis- 
quietude, as immediately after his reassuming the 
reins of government the Margrave of Brandenburg 
(who had caused the assassination of King Prze- 
myslas) entered Dantzig, through the treachery of a 
Pomeranian, and succeeded in taking possession of 
Pomerania. Ladislas was then in Sandomir, the 
capital of Little Poland, but not having a suffi- 
ciently. well organised force to expel the Margrave, 
he was obliged to supplicate the Knights of the 
Cross to aid him in reconquering both Pomerania 
and the port of Dantzig, and with their assistance 
Ladislas was successful against the Margrave. 
The King of Poland had forgotten the character of 
those to whom he had appealed for aid, for these 
perfidious knights massacred the poor Pomeranians 
who would not embrace Christianity ; and as an 
indemnity for the costs they had incurred in assist- 
ing the luckless king, they claimed and took 
possession of the Port of Dantzig and the province 
of Pomerania. 

Ladislas at that moment could not attack the 
knights and recover his possessions, as he was 
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obliged to hasten to the cities of Posen and 
Cracow to expel the Germans who had been 
treacherously admitted into them. Succeeding 
in so doing he did not forget the traitors nor 
the perfidious Knights of the Cross, but waited for 
seasonable opportunity to take revenge on the 
latter. 

Having overcome his enemies within, and ad- 
jacent to, his kingdom, Ladislas desired to be 
crowned in order to put a seal to his right of 
governing and reuniting in one kingdom the prin- 
cipalities which, since the death of Boleslas III., 
had been ruled by various princes (many of whom 
were Germans), or by representatives belonging to 
the dynasty of Piast. He therefore convened a 
council of senators, great lords, and bishops, at 
Cracow, and consulted them as to his coronation ; 
to which the council consented. It agreed that a 
deputation should be sent to Gniezno, the ancient 
capital of Poland where her kings had been 
ordinarily crowned, in order to bring back the 
regalia formerly used by Boleslas “ the Great ” and 
his successors, at their coronations. The crown 
and sceptre having arrived, Ladislas was crowned 
in 1319 in Cracow, having taken the accustomed 
oaths in the presence of the senators, bishops, 
great lords, and citizens of the city. He swore 
that he would respect the laws of the country, that 
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he would not oppress his people, but would defend 
them against all enemies, home or foreign, who 
sought to disturb the tranquillity of the country. 

During his successful reign, whilst repulsing his 
enemies abroad, Ladislas did not forget the 
Knights of the Cross still in possession of the 
province of Pomerania and the city of Dantzig. To 
recover that portion of his country he allied him- 
self with Gedimin, who, though pagan, was a valiant 
and brave Lithuanian prince, and at deadly enmity 
with the Knights of the Cross on account of their 
cruelty. 

To strengthen this alliance Ladislas caused 
Casimir, his son and heir, to marry Aldona, a 
daughter of the Duke of Lithuania, who, after 
her marriage, became a Christian. With the 
assistance of his allies Ladislas was able to take 
the field at the head of the allied forces, and fell 
upon the Knights of the Cross on the 27th Sep- 
tember 1331, gaining a brilliant victory on the 
battlefield of Polowce, where 20,000 dead bodies 
of the knights told the tale of the dreadful carnage 
that had taken place. 

Ladislas then returned in triumph to Cracow, 
whence the inhabitants sallied to welcome back 
their conquering sovereign. 

After a reign of twenty-eight years this remark- 
able monarch died in 1333, deeply regretted by his 
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subjects, to whom he had rendered such signal 
services by re-establishing order and reuniting 
the provinces belonging to his kingdom. Though 
his son Casimir, who succeeded him, reigned over 
a diminished Poland, he yet governed a kingdom 
strong, powerful, and respected. 

With the death of Ladislas the Second Epoch of 
Polish history is closed. 


A Retrospective Glance at the Second 
Epoch. 

You will remember, my friends, said the old 
Professor, that I told you the First Epoch in 
Polish history closed with the death of Boleslas 
III. in 1139. This epoch might be termed “the 
victorious.” Poland was united, strong, and re- 
spected, its kings possessed of absolute power, 
and, with the exception of some temporary family 
discords, the country was at peace. 

Far different was the whole of the Second Epoch. 
Discord was sown throughout the kingdom in con- 
sequence of Boleslas III. partitioning the country 
between his four sons. From that moment until 
towards the end of the reign of Ladislas “the 
Short” divers princes of the dynasty of Piast 
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participated in the government. Many of these 
made German alliances, and introduced German 
manners and customs, thus producing bitter ani- 
mosity and jealousy amongst the Poles. 

Among other misfortunes during this epoch 
was the desertion of their country and subjects by 
Boleslas V., “ the Bashful/* and Leszek when they 
fled before the Tartars. 

The oligarchy formed of the great lords and 
bishops, called by these princes to share with them 
the supreme power, was productive of great evil to 
the state. The smaller nobles, the citizens of the 
towns, and the inhabitants of the country generally 
suffered from this assumption of power ; in short, 
this long period of 194 years was intolerable and 
grievous. It was due to the unflagging energy, 
courage, wisdom, firmness, and personal bravery of 
Ladislas “the Short** that Poland became once more 
a united kingdom, and was ruled by her rightful 
sovereigns. By the strength of character of this 
reformed monarch, Poland, in the third epoch of 
her history, reached the summit of her military 
glory, and gained the proud position she occupied 
for so many years in literature and in art. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



HER SUFFERINGS, HER OVERTHROW. 7 1 


SIXTH MORNING. 

THIRD EPOCH. 1335 — 1587. 

CASIMIR III. succeeded his father Ladislas “the 
Short.” Posterity has accorded to him two titles, 
the “Great King” and the “Peasant King,” the latter 
being the more enviable of the two. Casimir, and 
his wife Aldona, were crowned at Cracow, where 
henceforth the coronations of all the Polish kings 
were celebrated. 

As Casimir was only twenty-three years old 
when he mounted the throne, the senate associated 
with him in the government of the kingdom Jean 
de Mielsztyn, governor of Cracow, a wise, honest, 
and patriotic man. 

The policy of the young king and of his chief and 
intimate adviser was, that the country should no 
longer be disturbed by the wars which had raged 
during the whole of the Second Epoch. The peasants 
and inhabitants of the smaller towns, who always 
suffer most from the scourge of war, had been unable 
to till their lands and prosecute their callings. 

To mitigate the misery of his subjects and arrest 
their impoverishment Casimir concluded a peace 
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with the Knights of the Cross, they consenting to 
restore Kuiawy and Dobrzyn, provinces which 
formed a part of Great Poland. But the knights 
still held fast to Pomerania and Dantzig, so that 
the treaty gave little satisfaction to the country 
generally, for the loss of so important a commercial 
outlet as Dantzig was an incalculable injury to the 
country, whose produce, passing down the Vistula, 
was easily shipped thence to any part of the 
civilized world. The senate sitting at Cracow 
therefore declined to ratify the treaty with the 
Knights of the Cross as long as they retained the 
province of Pomerania and the port of Dantzig. 

In another direction the king was more fortu- 
nate. The King of Bohemia consented to waive his 
claim to the title of King of Poland if the latter 
would cede to him the province of Silesia. Now, 
as the half of this province belonged to Austria 
and the other half had been seized by Frederick the 
Great, King of Prussia, the loss of Silesia was but 
nominal for Poland. The diminution of territory 
provoked some discontent at first, but the memory 
of it was soon effaced by the benefits which a 
cessation from war always brings ; so when the 
country saw commerce, manufactures, and trade 
improve, and the wealth of the kingdom generally 
increased, Casimir was soon forgiven for signing 
the treaty which diminished his kingdom. Not- 
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withstanding this good king's love of peace, he was 
obliged from time to time to do battle with the 
enemies of his country. Marching on one occasion 
at the head of his army into Red Russia, he 
besieged Lemberg, the capital. So effectual was 
the siege that the inhabitants, reduced by famine, 
were compelled to open their gates ; but before so 
doing, however, they stipulated that they should be 
allowed to follow the faith of their ancestors, who 
were members of the Greek Church, and Casimir 
accepted the condition. After this victory, Red 
Russia was annexed to Poland on the death of its 
reigning prince. Since the partition of Poland in 
1794, the name of this province has been changed 
to that of Galicia, and it is now included in the 
dominion of Austria. From 1340 to 1794 it formed 
part of Poland ; it became hers by an exchange of 
territories made with the Kings of Bohemia and 
the Knights of the Cross. As long as Gedimin, 
Prince of Lithuania, and father-in-law of Casimir, 
lived, there was peace between the Poles and 
Lithuanians, but after the death of Gedimin, his 
son and successor Olgerd no longer respected the 
alliance which his father had made with Casimir’s 
father. Olgerd despatched his still pagan hordes 
into Little Poland, where they laid waste and 
pillaged the country surrounding the city of Lublin; 
but Casimir at the head of his army eventually 
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gained a signal victory over the invaders. Olgerd 
sued for peace, and renewed the alliance which his 
father had made with Ladislas “ the Short.*’ 
Casimirs ambition was not that of the warrior all 
his thoughts and efforts were directed to the 
rendering his subjects happy and contented. Real- 
ising that the existing laws administered in his 
kingdom were made for the powerful and not for 
his subjects in general, he convened the senate, the 
bishops, and seigneurs to meet in the small town 
of Wislica, where statutes known as the “ Statutes 
Wislicki ” were enacted, ordaining that the adminis- 
tration of justice should apply equally to all 
inhabitants in Poland. This beneficent policy was 
even extended to the Jews who, at that period, were 
persecuted in the Western States of Europe, and 
who were often, as in France and Spain, burnt at 
the stake in the public squares of the cities. Thus 
the members of this proscribed faith, persecuted 
elsewhere, flocked into Poland from all parts of 
Europe. During the following century they so 
multiplied that at the present day they form a 
large proportion of its population. 

CasimiPs interest in the welfare of his people 
went to the length of conversing freely with the 
simple peasants. He asked them for information 
about the land they cultivated, the food they ate, 
and the habitations in which they dwelt, but 
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above all he desired to ascertain how the great 
seigneurs treated their vassals, and if any of these 
lords took advantage of his position to oppress 
his dependants. After strictly investigating the 
complaints made by the peasants he punished with 
severity those seigneurs who had abused their power. 
Above all things he loved order and hated the un- 
sightly. In place of the mean, miserable, and 
misshapen wooden structures which were so liable 
to become the prey of fire, he caused brick and 
stone buildings to be erected in their stead. For 
so doing it was said that “ Casimir III., the Great, 
King of the Peasants, found Poland built of wood 
and left it built of stone.” 

Casimir, in order that education might spread 
amongst his people, founded (1364) an academy 
and university at Cracow, and brought to that 
capital many learned men from Italy, Germany, 
and France. The Polish youth* had no longer to 
resort to foreign countries to gain that knowledge 
which is necessary for the subjects of every 
civilised nation. 

Casimir. “ the Great ” was thrice married. After 
the death of his first wife Aldona he espoused a 
German princess, with whom he could not agree, 
and who soon died. The third was Hedwige, 
a princess of Glogow, in Silesia, by whom he had 
one only daughter. She married Charles IV., 
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Emperor of Germany. At the marriage of the 
Emperor with the grand-daughter of Casimir “ the 
Great,” King Louis of Hungary, Waldemar King of 
Denmark, Pierre Lusignan of Cyprus, and many 
other princes and foreign lords, attired in extra- 
ordinary splendour, were present at the celebra- 
tion, when the festivities lasted over a fortnight, 
during which time there was continual feasting 
and revelry. 

A rich citizen, called Wierzynek, prayed for 
permission from King Casimir to invite to his 
house all the illustrious guests of his sovereign, 
and his request having been granted, the wealthy 
citizen entertained his royal visitors with unbounded 
splendour. Having accorded to the King of 
Poland the seat of honour, and given to his illus- 
trious guests their places, he presented to each in 
succession a magnificent and costly present. The 
royal guests said to themselves, “What must be the 
wealth of Poland if an humble citizen can afford to 
give so magnificent an entertainment and to make 
such costly gifts ! ” 

The good King Casimir, during these continuous 
and royal rejoicings, was not unmindful of his 
poorer subjects. Whilst in the Chateau the fetes con- 
tinued without interruption, the king ordered that 
tables groaning under the weight of all manner of 
food should be placed in the public squares. Hogs- 
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heads of honey, butter, and brandy were also pro- 
vided, and while the nobles revelled, the people 
ate, drank, sang, and rejoiced. “ The King of the 
Peasants,” after a successful reign of thirty-seven 
years, died at the age of sixty. His death was 
occasioned by a fall from his horse whilst hunting. 
He expired at Cracow, whither he had been 
carried after his accident. Having no son he left 
his kingdom to his nephew Louis, King of 
Hungary. 
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SEVENTH MORNING . 

1370—1439. 

The subject of our last address was the Second 
Epoch in the life of Poland, and the beginning 
of the third, or “ the flourishing.” As we have 
said, the former saw Poland disturbed by the 
invader, and harassed by the conflicting interests 
of the various princes of the house of Piast The 
aid of the Hungarian, the German, and the Lithu- 
anian was called in to save this lacerated country 
from the attacks of her own children. The great 
and powerful lords oppressed the smaller nobles. 
They went so far as even to stop the merchants 
on the highway, and took possession of the wares 
in which they dealt. These miscreant seigneurs 
were partizans of the princes of the house of Piast, 
and at the instigation of the latter they often 
called in foreign aid to enable them to gratify 
their ambitious lusts. These strangers held the 
nobles in contempt, and no longer feared the 
bravery and heroism of the Poles, as they were 
wont during the reign of the three first kings 
named Boleslas. 
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The humiliation of Boleslas V., and the 
cowardice, both of himself and of his successor 
Leszek, humbled Poland to the dust ; but, in spite 
of all these terrible drawbacks, she began to rise in 
the scale of nations, and to take her place once 
more among the Western States. 

By degrees the highways were improved, the 
forests cleared, and towns and villages sprung up 
in their stead. The cultivation of the land was 
eagerly pursued ; in short, the entire aspect of the 
country was transformed under the beneficent 
reign of Casimir “ the Great.” This “ King of 
the Peasants,” dying without an heir, the dynasty 
of Piast became extinct, whereupon the Senate, 
composed of Woiewodes, Castellans, and Bishops, 
in compliance with their late king's command, 
sent a deputation to his nephew Louis, King of 
Hungary, to invite him to Cracow to be crowned 
“ King of Poland,” having been designated by his 
uncle as his successor to the throne. 

Soon after his coronation he evinced his interest 
in his new kingdom of Poland by visiting some 
of its distant provinces ; but this interest was of 
short duration, for he very soon returned to his 
beloved country, leaving as Regent his mother 
Elizabeth, a woman eighty years of age, who, not- 
withstanding her advanced years, was of the most 
frivolous character, and, sad to say for Poland, she 
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neglected every duty which a Regent should perform. 
She was surrounded by Hungarians who composed 
her court, and who treated Poland as if it were a van- 
quished country. In a skirmish between the Polish 
nobles and the Hungarian followers of the Regent, 
a Polish Castellan lord, named Kmita, was killed. 
The inhabitants of Cracow, on hearing of this 
murder, were so enraged that they set upon the 
Hungarian courtiers, and killed them to a man. 
The aged Regent became so alarmed that she sent 
to her son, entreating him to return and rule his 
own kingdom. 

The King of Hungary soon perceived that he 
was unpopular with the mass of his new subjects, 
and, in order to find favour with and propitiate his 
nobler ones, he added to the already too great 
prerogative of the grand seigneurs. Amongst 
other privileges they were to be exempt from all 
taxation ; an immunity prejudicial to the interests 
of the nation, and especially hard upon the citizens 
of the towns and peasants of the country. 

The king did not grant all these privileges to the 
nobles without making with them an agreement 
that after his decease, they would elect Hedwige 
as their queen. 

Louis, King of Poland and Hungary, died 1382. 
His widow, the mother of the young Hedwige, was 
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living in Hungary ; she could not make up her 
mind to part with her young daughter and send 
her to Poland until two years had elapsed after the 
death of her husband Louis. Thus there was an 
interregnum of two years. 

During this period disturbances of every kind 
afflicted Poland. First, the Margrave of Branden- 
burg (afterwards Emperor of Germany, who had 
married the eldest daughter of the late King Louis), 
arrived with his partisans in Poland to seize upon 
its throne ; then followed the Duke of Mazovie- 
Ziemowit, who, as one of the descendants of the 
house of Piast, also laid claim to the throne of 
Poland ; still later the rival factions of two powerful 
families belonging to the Duchy of Posen desolated 
the country; in a word, this interregnum was a 
curse to this unhappy kingdom. At length the 
widowed Queen of Hungary, hearing of the miseries 
which afflicted Poland, consented to part with her 
daughter Hedwige. She was received with trans- 
ports of joy by the Poles, and soon afterwards was 
crowned at Cracow as Queen of Poland, 1384. 

The young queen was of such remarkable 
beauty and grace that the news of her extraor- 
dinary loveliness soon spread to the adjoining 
countries. The princes sent ambassadors to ascer- 
tain if the reports of such beauty were correct. 
Amongst these, were the envoys of Jaguello, Prince 
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of Lithuania. When his envoys beheld the 
young queen seated upon her throne, they were 
so dazzled by her beauty that they addressed 
the councillors who surrounded her as follows: 
“Our prince and master Jaguello has been en- 
treated by various princes, but especially by the 
Knights of the Cross, to become a Christian and be 
baptised, but he has invariably refused to listen to 
these entreaties. Now should the Queen of Poland 
consent to become the wife of our prince, not only 
will Jaguello become a Christian, but he will 
pledge himself to convert all his subjects to the 
same faith, and moreover should the queen accept 
him for her husband, Lithuania and Poland shall 
become allied. ,, 

The young queen on hearing this declaration of 
the ambassadors, was greatly distressed, because 
two years before she had given her heart and 
pledged her troth to the young Duke William of 
Austria, who loved her, and with whom she had 
been educated. On one hand her heart counselled 
her to resist the overtures of the ambassadors, on 
the other her reason made her feel of what 
immense advantage it would be to her kingdom to 
have, instead of a neighbour more or less hostile, 
•a husband who brought with him the rich provinces 
of Lithuania, and by such a union render Poland 
one of the most powerful states of Northern Europe. 
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Whilst the queen still hesitated, one of the great 
Polish nobles fell on his knees before his young 
sovereign, and, with tears in his eyes, implored her 
not to reject an offer so advantageous to Poland, 
but to accept the Lithuanian prince. The good and 
generous girl still pondered, but when the thought 
flashed across her mind that the happiness of 
millions depended upon her answer, and that, if 
she accepted the Prince of Lithuania an entire 
kingdom, still pagan, would become Christian, she 
determined to sacrifice her own love for the sake 
of her country’s weal, and also that of Lithuania. 
She told the ambassadors that she would accept 
the hand of Jaguello ; and he, on receiving the good 
news from his envoys, made all haste to Cracow, 
escorted by his princely cousins and the most 
illustrious Lithuanian nobles. 

Jaguello, at his baptism and that of his followers, 
took the name of Ladislas. He was crowned in the 
Cathedral of Cracow, 1386, after his marriage with 
the queen. 

Whilst the wedding f£tes were taking place at 
Cracow, troubles and disorders were being fomented 
by two powerful lords of Great Poland. The new 
king with his court hastened to that duchy in order 
that, by his presence, a stop might be put to the 
great sufferings which the unfortunate peasants 
were enduring. 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



8 4 


POLAND : HER GLORY, 


Ladislas Jaguello consented to make peace with 
these nobles and their followers if they would re- 
compense the miserable peasants and rebuild the 
villages they had destroyed. The young queen 
exclaimed, “ It is but right that these wicked men 
should restore what they have destroyed, and 
recompense these poor creatures for all the tears 
they have shed during their hours of agony and 
desolation.” These noble words were worthy of the 
woman who had sacrificed her own love for the 
welfare of her country. 

Peace being restored in Great Poland the royal 
pair proceeded to the province of Lithuania, where 
a most difficult task awaited them, namely, the con- 
version of the Lithuanians, who were fanatically 
attached to their own faith. But by persuasion, 
perseverance, and gentle kindness, qualities with 
which Queen Hedwige was so richly endowed, 
the Lithuanian pagans were gradually won over 
to Christianity. 

The Lithuanians were a warlike and brave, but 
barbarous race ; their lives were spent in invading 
their neighbours’ countries, pillaging their villages, 
and murdering the inhabitants. 

In the centre of the province of Lithuania the 
Knights of the Sword had established themselves, 
and had used the same treatment towards the poor 
Lithuanians, which the Knights of the Cross had 
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used to convert those pagans to Christianity who 
were subject to them. After the barbarous treat- 
ment which these unconverted races received at 
the hands of these two religious orders, can it 
be matter of surprise that they were reluctant to 
renounce their faith in their own deities, who, 
though unable to hear their prayers and grant 
their requests, did not cause their villages to be 
pillaged nor their towns to be sacked. 

At last, by the tact of Ladislas Jaguello, and 
the patience and unbounded generosity of Queen 
Hedwige, the Lithuanian pagans were induced to 
consent to be baptised. Thousands of these 
neophytes were massed in groups, and sprinkled 
with consecrated water, each group receiving 
the same baptismal name, so that there were 
hundreds of Johns, James, Pauls, Paulines, Josephs, 
Josephines, &c. Thus were the inhabitants of 
Lithuania received into the Christian Church. 

After this remarkable occurrence the queen 
returned to Cracow, whilst the king remained in 
Lithuania in order to quell the rivalry and dissen- 
sions occasioned by his own cousins, who asserted 
their right to assist in the national government. 
During the king’s stay in Lithuania Queen Hed- 
wige was not idle, for she marched at the head of 
an army into what is now called Galicia, and drove 
out the Hungarians who had taken possession of 
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this province during the lamentable interregnum 
which occurred before she ascended the throne. 
After this successful achievement this province was 
reannexed to Poland. Taking advantage of the 
absence of her husband, whose temper was hasty, 
irate, and impetuous, and whose presence would 
have marred all the plans of the queen, she made 
a treaty with the Knights of the Cross by which 
the Dobrzyn was restored to Poland. 

This good, gracious, and wise queen, though so 
tender-hearted, was able, when necessary for the 
good of her country, to lead an army to victory. 
Alas! her death took place in 1399. She was 
sincerely and universally regretted. The mourning 
for her was general throughout Poland. 

After the death of his queen, King Ladislas 
Jaguello felt he had no longer any right to sit on 
the throne of Poland, and expressed to the senate 
his intention of returning to Lithuania, whereupon 
the latter adjured him to remain in Poland, and 
assured him that the whole country was satisfied 
with his rule. Ladislas consented to the wishes 
of the senate and people. Having mourned for 
his late queen for a time respectful to her memory, 
by the advice of his council he again married. 

The Knights of the Cross, forgetting the severe 
lesson they had received at the hands of the Poles, 
continued their intrigues. In 1410 they used all 
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their influence to incite the Lithuanian princes to 
rebel against the King of Poland, their cousin, 
whereupon Ladislas Jaguello determined to destroy 
once for all these restless and intriguing knights. 

Assisted by his Lithuanian subjects, by the in- 
habitants of Red Russia, and even by a regiment 
of Bohemians, he entered Prussia, and, with his 
own army and that of his allies, he gained a com- 
plete victory over the Knights of the Cross on 
the battlefield of Grunwald, notwithstanding the 
knights were aided by the strength of the whole 
German army, as well as by the assistance of the 
arms of other countries friendly to their order. 

In this battle, in addition to the deaths of the 
humbler knights, Ulric Jungin the grand master, 
together with 40,000 Germans were left dead on 
the field. This irrepressible order was, however, 
not yet extinguished. Again another battle was 
fought, under the walls of Kornowo, in which 8,000 
Germans were killed, and again the knights were 
compelled to relinquish other provinces over which 
they had assumed sovereign rights, and agreeing, 
after this fresh defeat, to pay the costs of the war, 
which agreement they evaded as they had done 
before. 

Ladislas, after these brilliant victories, returned 
in triumph to Cracow, and several flags taken from 
the enemy were hung in the cathedral as trophies. 
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The King had now time to apply himself to the 
internal affairs of Poland, as well as of those of 
Lithuania, and much to the advantage of both 
countries, for, by the humiliation of the perfidious 
Knights of the Cross, the most troublesome and 
treacherous of his enemies, tranquillity now pre- 
vailed, and his efforts were specially directed 
towards uniting more closely the two countries 
over which he reigned. 

For at this time Poland and Lithuania, owing to 
the intrigues of these knights, were only nominally 
united. To render the alliance more real he con- 
voked a Diet, composed of the great Polish and 
Lithuanian nobles. The Diet met at Horodlo, a 
small village in the province of Lublin, and where 
the Polish and Lithuanian nobles cordially frater- 
nized. Ladislas granted extra privileges to his 
Lithuanian nobles, and these nobles returned well 
contented to their own country. At this Diet 
Ladislas appointed Witold Duke of Lithuania, 
his cousin-german, to be his vicegerent in that 
province. This appointment proved unfortunate, 
for the duke was too ambitious to play a second 
part, and he therefore conspired with the king's 
old enemies, the Knights of the Cross, to invade 
the territory of the king. Maddened by envy, 
twice a traitor — to his country and to Jaguello, 
and even to his friends the Knights of the Cross — 
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he had the rashness to proclaim himself King of 
Lithuania, and to invite the Lithuanian princes to 
come to his coronation, an invitation which the 
princes peremptorily declined. They refused to 
recognise his pretensions to the throne, which 
refusal so irritated this ambitious prince that he 
died of grief at the castle of Trokl in the year 1430. 

After the death of Witold, King Jaguello 
appointed his brother Sigismond, governor of 
Lithuania, who soon, by his cruel misgovern- 
ment, made himself so obnoxious to the whole 
population that there was a conspiracy amongst 
the nobles to rid themselves of the tyrant. It is 
said that Prince Czartoryski was the first to 
enter the cabinet of Witold, and stab him to the 
heart. 

During the reign of Ladislas Jaguello, the 
princes of Wallachia, Pomerania, and Moldavia 
recognized the King of Poland as their suzerain, 
and through the instrumentality of Queen Hedwige 
the Duchies of Hallicz and Livonia were annexed. 

The end of Ladislas Jaguello’s reign was fast 
approaching. Feeling the infirmities of his great 
age he placed himself under the guidance of 
Cardinal Zbigniew-Olesnicki, who had saved the 
life of the king at the battle of Grunwald. Happily 
for the kingdoms over which the king reigned, the 
Cardinal was an upright and patriotic statesman. 
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In 1434 the old king, having gone into Hallicz 
to receive the oaths of fidelity from the Hospodars 
of Wallachia and Moldavia, caught cold and died 
in the small town of Grodko, near to Lemberg. 
Ladislas Jaguello reigned over Poland forty-eight 
years. He was four times married, and had but 
one daughter, who died young, and two sons, 
Ladislas and Casimir, who survived him. 
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EIGHTH MORNING. 
1434—1506. 

You will remember, my friends, that my last 
lecture closed with the death of Ladislas Jaguello, 
who, after a reign of forty-eight years, left the 
kingdom of Poland to his successor in a flourishing 
state. The Poles at this early period were in- 
capable of self-government, so after the decease 
of each king the entire country speedily drifted 
into a state of anarchy, because, from the 
governors of provinces to the lowest official, 
all acted in the name of the king ; so no 
crime could be punished until the administrators 
of the law had taken the oath of fidelity to the 
new king on his coronation. Notwithstanding 
that the great nobles had promised Ladislas 
Jaguello that his son Ladislas should immediately 
succeed him on the throne, many months elapsed 
before his coronation, so that during this interreg- 
num the accustomed miseries befel the country. 
The senate alleged that Ladislas, being only ten 
years old, was too young to become king ; 
but by the determined intervention of Cardinal 
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Zbigniew-Olesnicki, the opposition of the nobles 
was overcome, and this child of ten years old was 
proclaimed and crowned King of Poland. Happily 
for the kingdom, this Polish cardinal and faithful 
friend remained tutor and councillor to his young 
monarch, and proved as honest and sagacious an 
adviser to the son, as he had been to the father. 

It was during this reign that the Reformation 
began to spread throughout Poland. John Huss 
preached the new faith in Bohemia, and the con- 
version of many of his hearers was the cause of 
much bloodshed in that kingdom, and eventually 
he himself was burnt to death by order of the 
Council at Constance. The influence of his teach- 
ing permeated Poland, but in Poland no one 
suffered death for his religious opinions, though 
at the same period in Germany and most other 
countries the Reformation caused blood to be spilt 
like water. 

Some time after his coronation the young king 
went to Lemberg in order to receive the oaths of 
fidelity from the Hospodars, Elias of Wallachia, and 
Stephen of Moldavia, who, as vassals of Poland, 
were obliged to furnish the king annually with 
400 oxen, 100 horses, 200 sturgeon, and 100 suits 
of scarlet. These Hospodars of the Danubian 
provinces refused to do homage to the new king. 
After the conquest of Constantinople by the Turks 
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they claimed protection of the Osmanlis, and be- 
came their vassals. 

When the king attained his majority he no longer 
retained his faithful tutor. 

On the death of Albrycht, Emperor of Ger- 
many, King of Hungary and Bohemia, the King 
of Poland was offered the throne of Hungary. 
On accepting it he repaired to Buda, where he 
was crowned with the crown of St Stephen. Some 
time afterwards, the Hungarians having declared 
war against Amurat, Sultaii of Turkey, Ladislas 
put himself at the head of the combined armies 
of Poland and Hungary, and gained a complete 
victory over the Turks, compelling the Sultan 
Amurat to make an advantageous peace with the 
Christians. This peace was to last ten years, but 
the Pope of Rome, dissatisfied with the truce, and 
wishing that the Osmanlis should be driven from 
Europe, Ladislas, influenced by the counsel of the 
Papal envoy Cardinal Caesarine, did not wait for 
the expiration of the ten years but declared war, 
contrary to the stipulated conditions of the treaty. 
The violation of this treaty was terribly disastrous 
for Poland. In this unfortunate campaign the 
Polish army was completely routed by the Turks 
on the 19th November 1444. 

The young king, barely twenty years of age, lay 
dead on the battlefield : hence he was named by 
history, Ladislas-Vamenczyk, The Poles deeply 
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mourned the deplorable and unlooked for death of 
their young sovereign, from whose reign they had 
expected such great results. The Turks saw in 
the death of Ladislas the hand of heaven which 
had punished him for having foresworn himself. 

The news of the death of Ladislas did not reach 
Poland until a month after it had taken place. In 
those days there were not even highways, much 
less railways and telegraphs, and even such roads 
as did exist were always in bad condition, and at 
the time of the year (November) all the country 
between the Danube and the Baltic was covered 
with snow. 

The tidings of the young king’s death were not 
believed in Poland ; so sad a catastrophe could not 
be realised. To ascertain the real facts the senate 
despatched couriers to see if the cruel report 
were true. These on their return confirmed the 
report. Soon afterwards the senate sent a depu- 
tation to Casimir, who had been appointed by 
his brother, the late King Ladislas-Varnenczyk, 
Great Duke of Lithuania, to offer him the crown 
of Poland. Casimir, acting on the advice of the 
Lithuanian nobles, who wished to dissolve the 
union between Lithuania and Poland, declined 
to accept it. An interregnum (always so fatal 
to Poland), lasted three years, after which, at 
the instigation of his mother Sophia, the last wife 
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of Ladislas Jaguello, Casimir decided to accept 
the crown. Had he not done so the Poles, who 
had become impatient of the long interregnum, 
had determined to proclaim as their king Boleslas, 
Duke of Mazovie. On the 24th June, 1447, Casimir 
was crowned in the Cathedral of Cracow. He was 
surnamed Jaguellonczyk — that is, the son of 
Jaguello. 

During the reign of this king several Diets were 
held in various towns of the kingdom, over which 
the king always presided. The king had to listen 
at these councils to many reproaches made against 
his rule. Polish deputies charged him with favour- 
ing the Lithuanians; these latter accused him of 
forsaking his native duchy. 

Whilst the Lithuanians were declaiming against 
their king instead of protecting their country on the 
north from the Muscovite and on the south from 
the Turk, they allowed Lithuania to be invaded by 
these two neighbouring enemies. 

Both Poles and Lithuanians dreamt that oppres- 
sion from the Knights of the Cross was a misery 
of the past ; but this was far from being the case. 
Having no longer the pretext of converting the 
Lithuanians to Christianity, and using every cruelty 
to effect this purpose, these knights endeavoured 
to weaken the union between these two kingdoms 
by building strong forts and caatles in the provinces 
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of Pomerania and Prussia, of which they had been 
masters for more than a century by virtue of 
treaties with former kings of Poland. These 
strongholds they filled with German auxiliaries, 
and with their aid ruthlessly oppressed the Poles 
and Lithuanians, who formed the majority of the 
population of these provinces. 

To rid themselves of this intolerable despotism 
this oppressed people created a new order, called 
the “ Knights of the Lizards,” whose mission was to 
chase out of Prussia and Pomerania their detested 
enemies the “ Knights of the Cross.” The inhabi- 
tants of these provinces, not feeling themselves 
strong enough to cope single-handed with this 
powerful order of the Knights of the Cross, be- 
sought Casimir, through a deputation, to come and 
aid them, for they belonged to the same races as 
those over whom he ruled. After consulting with 
his senate, Casimir determined to go to their rescue. 
He little thought when he set out on this expedition 
to free the once Polish provinces from the odious 
yoke which weighed so heavily upon them that he 
was about to commence a war that would last four- 
teen years. Many circumstances contributed to 
its long duration. First of all, Casimir, who com- 
manded the combined forces, had not the genius of 
a general ; secondly, his army was not sufficient in 
number; and lastly, the nobles, great and small, 
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who composed it — for at that period all not noble 
were not deemed worthy of being soldiers — left the 
camp and returned to their homes when winter set 
in. In spite of such unfavourable circumstances it 
was destined that Casimir should at last vanquish 
these enemies of established law. The knights 
with their Grand Master Conrad Valenzod were 
effeminate, profligate, and drunken. Their vicious 
lives disabled them from resisting any longer the 
attacks of their oppressed subjects. In 1466 a 
peace was signed at Thorn, by which the knights 
agreed to give back the provinces of Pomerania, 
Malborg, and Varnia, of which Eastern Prussia 
was composed, whilst they retained another part 
of Prussia and the town of Koenigsberg ; but this 
last concession was made on condition that the 
knights should acknowledge the King of Poland 
as their suzerain. 

Whilst the king was at the camp the news 
reached him that a tragic incident had taken place 
,at Cracow — an incident which caused division 
and enmity between the nobles and citizens 
of that city. An armourer of Cracow, who had 
failed to supply the great noble Tenczynski with a 
suit of mail at the time stipulated, was killed by 
him. The death of their comrade so enraged his 
fellow-citizens that they determined to avenge it. 
Tenczynski, thinking that a large sum of money 
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would condone the murder, thought himself safe, 
until he saw the angry rage of the populace, where- 
upon the guilty murderer took refuge in the sacristy 
of a church. The infuriated crowd burst open the 
church door and pursued him to this sacred retreat, 
and hacked the wretched man to pieces ; then 
dragged his body through the streets in order to 
show how murderers were to be punished, even 
though they were nobles. 

The ignominious death of the great Polish 
seigneur caused the most profound sensation 
amongst the nobles ; they were determined to 
avenge it by annihilating every burgher in the 
capital. 

The king hastened back to Cracow in order to 
avert so dire a calamity, vhich he arrested by com- 
manding a thorough investigation of this tragic 
affair ; the result of which was that three of the 
citizens, deemed the most guilty, were beheaded, 
and three others were condemned to perpetual 
imprisonment. Though the nobles were not per- 
fectly satisfied with this judgment, they tacitly 
accepted the king’s decree, and thus ended this 
miserable affair. 

By the peace of Thorn the port of Dantzig was 
restored to Poland, from whose harbour the enor- 
mous quantities of grain which Poland produced 
were annually exported. This trade in grain had 
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become immense, and contributed largely to the 
wealth of the country, and was the cause of 
great increase of luxury. Dress, not only 
of the women but of the men, became costly 
and elaborate : the furniture of the houses was 
gorgeous, and after the oriental fashion. On the 
tables were placed the most delicate viands, and 
wines of the best vintages. This rapid increase of 
wealth and luxury undermined the morals of the 
entire country ; the nobles abandoned themselves 
to licentiousness and debauchery ; the people in 
humbler stations followed the example of their 
superiors, and brutalized themselves by drinking 
to excess the spirit which had just been introduced 
into Poland, and at first used as a medicine. It 
was the alcohol distilled from corn, now known 
as brandy. Who shall say, my friends, that this 
general demoralization was not the remote cause 
of the death of Poland three centuries later ? 

Happily for Poland, though no longer having a 
political existence, she has welcomed the philan- 
thropist who has introduced throughout those por- 
tions of our once kingdom, which at this moment 
is shared by Russia, Austria, and Prussia, the benefi- 
cent influence of Temperance Societies. 

The reign of Casimir Jaguellonczyk, though 
chequered by misfortune, was on the whole bene- 
ficial to Poland. The neighbouring Powers feared, 
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respected, and sought his friendship. Order was 
maintained, with some trifling exceptions, through- 
out the kingdom, and the wealth of the country 
increased. Casimir had six sons : the eldest sur- 
viving was proclaimed King of Hungary and 
Bohemia ; the three next became, in succession, 
Kings of Poland ; the fifth was invested with a 
cardinal’s hat ; and the sixth was canonized at 
Rome. These six sons had for their tutor the 
learned Dlugosz, whose chronicles are considered, at 
the present day, works of merit. Casimir IV. died 
at Gradno, 1492, after a reign of forty-five years. 

After the great concessions and the great privi- 
leges accorded to the nobles by Louis, King of 
Hungary and Poland, the kings of the latter king- 
dom play but a secondary part in the government 
of Poland, which was at this time denominated a 
Republic. At the death of each king there were 
many claimants to the vacant throne, and as each 
Pretender had his own partizans, the country was 
torn asunder by rival factions. 

My friends, did not the form of government in 
Poland differ from that of other monarchies in 
Europe, where the kingship is hereditary, and 
where, on the death of the king, the heralds pro- 
claim “The king is dead : long live the king ? ” 
And was it not a misnomer to call Poland a 
Republic, which means that all classes have a 
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voice in the government of a country? whereas 
in Poland there was a king and an oligarchy 
who alone ruled. 

After the death of Casimir IV. there was great 
difference of opinion amongst the nobles as to 
which of his six sons should be elected king. 
After many conferences and many quarrels it was 
at last agreed to give the crown to the second 
son, Jean Albert. 

The Lithuanians, desirous that their country 
should be an independent state, placed the govern- 
ment of the Grand Duchy in the hands of 
Alexander, the third son. Jean Albert, during 
his short reign of eight years, had for his chief and 
confidential counsellor his old tutor, Buonacorsi, 
an Italian refugee, commonly known by the name 
of Kalimaka. He was a learned and crafty man, 
and detested by the nobles because he had en- 
deavoured to persuade the king to deprive them 
of some of their unwarrantable privileges, and so 
to become a real king. Jean Albert had not the 
courage to follow his favourite’s advice. 

This king wished his brother Sigismond to 
govern the Danubian provinces, and to accom- 
plish this purpose he determined to attack the 
Moldavians and Wallachians. The king ordered 
a general levy of the nobles. An army of 80,000 
men was collected, a large force for the period 
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of which we speak. The transports alone for the 
conveyance of provisions and baggage amounted 
to 30,000 carriages. 

Stephen, the Great, hearing of these vast pre- 
parations, sent ambassadors to Jean Albert to 
implore him to use his army against the Turks, 
instead of against the- inhabitants over which the 
Hospodar ruled. Unhappily for Jean Albert, and 
Poland at large, the king would not listen to the 
sage advice of the Moldavian Prince : perhaps it 
was out of his power honourably to make war 
against the Osmanlis as he had signed a treaty of 
peace with them for three years. This Danubian 
campaign proved in every sense a disastrous one. 
Vast numbers of nobles were slain on the battle- 
field. The Italian Buonacorsi was accused by 
the nobles who survived this humiliating war of 
having, by his advice to his master, been the cause 
of the deaths of so many of the great seigneurs, in 
order that the king might reign more absolutely. 
Jean Albert was not permitted to carry out the 
crafty policy of the Italian, for soon after this un- 
successful campaign the king died, 1501, at Thorn, 
after a reign of eight years, in consequence of hav- 
ing led so debauched a life. Jean Alberts was a 
reign which impoverished the country, and one in 
which the blood of thousands of brave men was 
unnecessarily spilt in the encounters with the 
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Moldavians and Wallachians, who were at that 
time formidable though barbarous enemies to cope 
with ; for these had impenetrable forests to retreat 
to ; they had passes in the Carpathian mountains 
unknown to the Poles, which they used to make 
surprises upon the latter : in fact, the Polish army 
had to deal with an almost invisible enemy. All 
attempts “ to touch ” the enemy were vain. The 
Poles, therefore, determined to return to their 
homes, but whilst passing one of these primeval 
forests they were suddenly attacked by the Mol- 
davians and Wallachians, who destroyed the 
greater portion of their army. Many were killed 
by the falling of the large beech trees which had • 
been sawn asunder by the enemy in order to 
crush our wretched countrymen to death as they 
passed beneath them. Those who escaped from 
the forests and fled to the plains met with a still 
worse fate, for the inhabitants set fire to the dry 
grass, by which numbers perished. The army 
being composed solely of nobles, and as but few of 
these returned alive to their country, the gap made 
amongst this class was indeed great. There is a 
Polish rhyme which says, “ Under the reign of 
J ean Albert the nobles perished in a great part.” 
During the reign of Jean Albert the Duchy of 
Zator was bought and annexed to Poland, also the 
provinces of Mazovie and Plock were added to the 
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kingdom, the rulers of which provinces were princes, 
the last scions of the House of Piast, who had 
always recognised the kings of Poland as their 
suzerains. Jean Albert was the first Polish king 
who created a militia, composed of 15,000 men. 
After his death, the Poles, fearing that the Lithu- 
anians would be so impolitic as to separate their 
duchy from Poland, sent to the Grand Duke 
Alexander of Lithuania, third son of Casimir, 
begging him to accept the crown of Poland. 
Alexander having accepted it, arrived at Cracow, 
accompanied by 14,000 Lithuanian knights, and 
was there crowned, 12th December 1501. 

The wife of Alexander could not participate in 
the ceremony, as she belonged to the Greek church, 
but she was not debarred from exercising the rights 
of her religion, as the people allowed the king to 
construct for her a chapel in the royal palace. The 
new king was not allowed much breathing time ; 
for hearing that the Muscovites had invaded his 
Duchy of Lithuania, he repaired thither to repel 
them. A treaty of peace for six years was signed 
with the Czar, after which Alexander went to 
Malborg to receive as suzerain the oath of fidelity 
from the Grand Master of the Knights of the Cross ; 
but the king’s visit proved futile, as the Grand 
Master, in order to avoid doing what he considered 
humiliating to him and his order, fled into Germany. 
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During the reign of Alexander there were great 
disturbances in the Duchy of Lithuania, caused by 
a Russian prince. It is as well to mention here 
that there must be in the minds of my hearers no 
confusion with regard to the names of Russian 
and Muscovite. Whilst the former were Slavs and 
inhabited White Russia, Little Russia, and Red 
Russia, which countries were in possession of 
Poland, whose kings were styled kings of Poland, 
Grand Dukes of Lithuania and of Russia ; the 
Muscovites were a Tartar race, and it was not until 
they had conquered White Russia, Little Russia, 
and a part of Red Russia, that the Muscovite Czar 
took the title of Autocrat of all the Russias. 

I must now return to the Russian Prince Glinski, 
who had gained great ascendancy over the mind of 
the Polish king, thereby occasioning much jealousy 
to both Lithuanian and Russian' nobles. He was 
ambitious, proud, and a skilful warrior. When the 
Tartars invaded Lithuania, Alexander, being too 
ill to take the command of his army, appointed 
Glinski to be its head. Glinski in all haste levied 
an army, with which he gained a complete victory 
over the Tartars, having made 20,000 prisoners, 
whom he conducted in triumph to Lithuania. 
Glinski himself fought in this battle like a lion, 
having two horses killed under him. After Glinskfs 
brilliant victory, his pride and ambition, which had 
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hitherto been insupportable, increased so much 
that the Lithuanian nobles feared he would not 
hesitate to proclaim himself Grand Duke of 
Lithuania. The king, who was lying sick and 
enfeebled by suffering, after the splendid victory of 
his favourite became still more dependent upon 
him. 

Three Lithuanian nobles approached the king 
and denounced Glinski as an aspirant to the duchy. 
The king was so incensed at this accusation that he 
condemned these three courageous men to death, but 
this harsh and unjust sentence was never carried 
into execution, for the king, who had long been ill, 
died almost immediately after issuing the sentence. 
His death took place after a reign of five years, 
1506, in the capital of Lithuania, and he was buried 
there contrary to the custom of Polish kings, who 
were interred in the Cathedral of Wavel, situated 
upon a hill near to Cracow, where their tombs 
remain intact to the present day. 

I have often spoken to you, my friends, of how 
the Polish nobles treated with impunity their 
fellow subjects of the humbler classes — of their 
exactions, and of their unbridled license. During 
the reign of Alexander there was an exceptional 
case of immunity from punishment, and one in 
which the criminal misconduct of the nobles was 
visited with exemplary chastisement. It so hap- 
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pened that at a Diet convoked at Radom, a town 
in Little Poland, a complaint was made against 
some nobles. They were charged with having built 
strong forts in the mountains of St Croix, to which 
access was very difficult. From these forts they 
sallied forth with their followers, attacked the 
traveller and merchant on their way to the cities, 
and despoiled them of their goods and merchandise, 
and then returned to their strongholds with their 
ill-gotten spoils. The king on hearing of such 
crimes commanded that these recreant nobles 
should at any cost be seized and executed. Alex- 
ander, though not endowed with much intellect, had 
a generous heart. He had the defect of all the 
Jacguellos and of the great Polish nobles, namely, 
excessive extravagance. He scattered money and 
presents right and left, so that when he died his 
subjects said it was high time, for there was not 
a sous left in either the royal chest or public' 
treasury. In my next lecture, my friends, you will 
hear more of the Russian Glinski, whose over- 
weening ambition made him guilty of treason to 
his country. 
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NINTH MORNING . 

1506 — 1572. 

SlGISMOND, the fourth son of Casimir, ascended the 
throne as King of Poland and Lithuania. He 
immediately began to set his kingdom in order. In 
strong contrast to the conduct of many of his 
predecessors, he took prompt measures to relieve 
the country from the burden of debt which was 
weighing it down. He was enabled to do this by 
effecting a loan on advantageous terms with a rich 
citizen of Cracow, so that in a short time there was 
money in the royal treasury, and but few state 
debts left unpaid. 

I told you, my friends, that we should again 
allude to the Russian Glinski, who by his pride and 
insupportable arrogance had so offended the nobles 
both of Lithuania and Russia. I here speak of 
Russia in the sense I have previously explained. 
Glinski approached the new king with a complaint 
against one of his supposed enemies named Zab- 
rzezinski, and requested the king to * summarily 
punish him. The king having ascertained that 
the latter was completely innocent of any design 
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on the life of the haughty Glinski, refused to 
comply with his request. On hearing this Glinski 
had the audacity to tell the king that he would take 
justice into his own hands, and avenge himself for 
the insult he had received. Glinski was not long 
before trying to put his threat into execution. 
Being governor of several castles and fortified 
places in Lithuania, he wrote to the Muscovite 
Czar that if he would enter with troops into 
Lithuania he would deliver the strongholds into the 
hands of the Muscovites. Sigismond hearing of 
Glinski’s treachery hastily collected a sufficient 
force, marched at its head into Lithuania, and 
drove out the Muscovites before they had been able 
to establish themselves in that country. The 
exasperated Glinski took refuge at the court of the 
Czar, from which he stole one dark night with 
numerous followers and entered the city of Grodno, 
where Zabrzezinski dwelt. Glinski and his blood- 
hounds fell upon him and his family, whom they 
murdered. After this horrible crime he was again 
received by the Muscovite Czar, who showered 
favours upon him, placed him at the head of 
some of his forces, in order to devastate both 
Lithuania and the Russian provinces, his own 
native country. Each time he entered the country 
King Sigismond drove him out, and his hetman or 
marshal, Constantine Ostrogski, actually pursued 
the Muscovites to Moscow, their capital. 
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The traitor Glinski afterwards became a con- 
nection of the Czar of Muscovy, but his unquiet 
spirit was not content with this distinction ; he 
became restless and tired with the court of the 
Czar, and wished to intrigue with Sigismond, 
to whom he wrote to ask for pardon for all his 
iniquities and crimes, and for permission to return 
to Poland. The letter fell into the hands of the 
Czar, and so irritated him, that in spite of his 
relationship with Glinski he ordered the eyes of 
the wretched man to be put out, and then placed 
him in a dungeon, where he ended his miserable 
existence. 

Sigismond, thus freed from his vindictive enemy, 
and seeing his country tranquil, thought this a 
favourable opportunity to get married ; but this 
supposed freedom from attacks upon his king- 
dom was but short-lived, for he soon learned that 
Bohdan, a Wallachian prince, had entered Red 
Russia with a considerable force, and had laid it 
waste, up to the very walls of its capital Lemberg, 
to which he laid seige. 

The king despatched two armies into Wallachia, 
so as to place the Hospodar between two fires. 
The Wallachian prince when he realised this critical 
position sued for pardon, which when granted by 
the King of Poland, the Hospodar took the oath of 
fidelity to his suzerain. 
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This was but one of the many instances of the 
continual attacks which Poland had to repel. My 
hearers will almost be annoyed when I again allude 
to the Knights of the Cross, who were like vam- 
pires to the Poles. Though no longer dreaded as 
they were at the foundation of their order, when 
their habits were austere and monastic, they were 
always able by their treachery, and by incessant 
invasions ta drive the rulers of Poland into a state 
of frenzy. At last, during the reign of Sigismond, 
Poland saw the dissolution of this implacable 
order. Its last Grand Master, though a nephew of 
the Polish king, conspired against him ; this so 
exasperated the king that he deputed Firley, one 
of his ablest generals, to command an army of suffi- 
cient strength to give these knights a final chastise- 
ment. This was so complete that Albert, the 
Grand Master, threw down his arms at the feet of 
the successful Polish general, and cast off his armour 
and his white mantle with its red cross. He then 
became a Lutheran, and by his apostacy the order 
was dissolved, an order in which the solemn vows of 
its knights had been violated by their lust, treachery, 
and inhumanity. After the humiliation of the 
renegade master his indulgent uncle, King Sigis- 
mond, not only pardoned him but presented him 
with the principality of Prussia, on the sole con- 
dition that he and his successors as princes of 
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Prussia should do homage to the Kings of Poland, 
as their suzerain lord. 

Inscrutable are the decrees of Providence ! Two 
hundred and fifty-seven years after this act of grace 
the Prussian king, Frederick the Great, proposed to 
the Emperors of Muscovy and Austria that they 
should each appropriate a part of that very country 
one of whose kings had made a present of his little 
principality to a nephew, who, by his acceptance of 
it, became the veritable founder of the kingdom of 
Prussia, now one of the most powerful states of 
Europe. 

The reign of Sigismond I. was, on the whole, 
beneficent for the country: it was illustrious for 
its many learned and distinguished men ; it was 
marked by the usual invasions and repulses of 
Muscovites, Tartars of the Crimea, Wallachians, 
and Moldavians, who made the same submissions, 
and took the old oaths of fealty, only waiting for the 
first favourable opportunity to violate the latter by 
renewed incursions into Poland. 

Sigismond, towards the end of his reign, roused 
himself like an infurated lion to attack his 
Wallachian and Moldavian foes. Under the 
command of one of his great generals a signal 
victory was gained under the walls of Lemberg ; 
fifty cannons and many flags were taken from the 
Wallachians and Moldavians, and were brought in 
triumph as trophies to Cracow, 1523. 
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Sigismond had the statutes, which were to be the 
laws of Lithuania, translated into the language 
of Little Russia. During his reign the Polish 
astronomer Copernicus lived, who was the first to 
proclaim to the world that the earth as well as the 
other planets revolved round the sun, not, as was 
supposed before his time, that the sun moved 
round the earth. The great astronomer died at 
Thorn, 1543. A statue, raised by a national sub- 
scription, has been erected to his memory, and 
placed in one of the squares of Warsaw, now the 
capital of our unfortunate country. 

Sigismond had for his first wife the daughter 
of the Woievode (governor) of Transylvania, at 
that time a Polish province. She unfortunately, 
both for the king and the country, soon died with- 
out issue. His second wife was an Italian, of the 
noble house of Sforza, who presented him with 
many daughters, and one son and heir to the 
throne, to whom was given the name of Sigismond 
Augustus, and who, when scarcely ten years old, 
was proclaimed by the Lithuanians as their Grand 
Duke, and was crowned by the Poles King of 
Poland on the condition that, even if he lived 
to attain his majority, he would not mount 
the throne until after the death of his father 
Sigismond I. 

Bona, the second wife of Sigismond, was an 
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astute, greedy, avaricious, perverse, and wicked 
woman. She brought up her son most unwisely, 
in a manner perfectly at variance with the require- 
ments of a king of Poland at that period — of a king 
whose people were liable to be constantly attacked 
by their neighbours, who were jealous of her 
grandeur and power; of a king who must be inured 
to all the fatigues of war, changes of climate, and 
to every privation which a soldier may have to 
endure. Bona, instead of making her son cultivate 
the society of learned men, legislators, and men of 
war, used every means to render him effeminate, 
so that, when her husband Sigismond, who was 
much her senior, should die, she would reign with- 
out control in the name of her son. To carry 
out her wicked intentions she caused her child, 
from his earliest infancy, to sleep on the downiest 
of beds, and tickled his palate with the daintiest 
dishes, in order to make him a gourmet, and sur- 
rounded him with women at one time lewd and 
corrupt, at another, superstitious and relaters of 
weird stories. 

During the latter years of her aged husband’s 
life Bona sowed discord in the kingdom by her 
intrigues, setting the lesser nobles against the 
grand seigneurs. She dismissed from office the 
capable and able men, and filled their places with 
designing ones, devoted to her, and who aided her 
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in accumulating the wealth of which she was 
so avaricious, to amass which wealth she had 
recourse to alchemists from Italy, whom she 
employed to remove by poison those nobles whose 
estates she meant to appropriate. So scandalous 
was the life of this queen, and so great were the 
complaints of his suffering subjects, that Sigismond, 
who had at the commencement of his reign been 
honoured and loved by them on account of his 
valour and success in war, as well as for his 
domestic virtues, ceased to possess the affection of 
his subjects. This loss of respect and esteem was 
due to the wicked life and pernicious influence of 
the queen. 

Sigismond had at his court that which, at this 
time, every king retained, and almost every noble- 
man in his train, a jester, who entertained his 
master with broad jests and recited laughable 
pieces. These buffoons were for the most part 
men distinguished for their wit, and were often 
devoted patriots, who, under the mask of buffoonery 
uttered severe and bitterly true remarks to their 
masters. 

Stanczyk,the old king’s jester, was no exception, 
for he used to castigate his aged master with his 
witty epigrams. 

During this long and at times glorious reign of 
forty-two years, in addition to the great astronomer 
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Copernicus, there lived other remarkable scholars 
who have bequeathed to us their works composed 
in Latin, which are highly esteemed at the present 
day ; nor was this reign wanting in able generals 
and honest statesmen. Sigismond died after reign- 
ing forty-two years, in 1548, aged eighty-two. 

The young heir to the throne, Sigismond 
Augustus, was at Vilna, the capital of Lithuania, 
when he heard of his father s death. Before pre- 
senting himself at the funeral of the late king he 
announced to the nobles of Lithuania that he had 
secretly married the beautiful Barbara Radziwille, 
and desired that she should be crowned Queen of 
Poland and Grand Duchess of Lithuania and 
Russia. 

During his father’s life, whilst still very young, 
Sigismond Augustus had been married to the 
German Princess Elizabeth, whom he did not love, 
and who soon died from grief, caused by his 
neglect. Becoming a widower, he clandestinely 
married the beautiful Barbara Radziwille, well 
knowing that neither the king nor the queen would 
consent to the heir to the throne of a great and 
powerful kingdom marrying a subject who was 
simply one of the nobility ; for it was a rule, 
generally observed, that the princes of the reign- 
ing family should contract alliances with other 
reigning families in Europe. Hence the reason for 
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Sigismond Augustus keeping secret his marriage 
until after the death of his father. 

The new king, after assisting at the funeral of 
Sigismond I., repaired to Piotrkow, where a diet 
was being held, 1 549. 

I have told you of the way in which Queen 
Bona brought up her son, hoping, by this vicious and 
demoralizing education, to render him effeminate 
and incapable of ruling his subjects, in order that 
she might usurp his power. 

Happily for the country she was deceived and 
disappointed in her expectations. The kindly 
nature of his ancestors, the Jaguellons, had 
descended to the young king, and in spite of his 
bad education, and the wicked designs and practices 
of his Italian mother, Sigismond Augustus proved 
to be a very energetic, good-hearted, and loyal 
monarch, who desired to become a real father to 
his people. 

When the queen-mother heard of the marriage 
of her son with a subject she was furious, and 
endeavoured to stir up the indignation of the 
greater and lesser nobles against him. These 
nobles, instead of being glad that their king 
had married a compatriot, a subject of their 
own rank, rather than run the risk of placing 
on the throne of Poland a foreign princess who 
might turn out as wicked as the Italian Bona, 
joined issue with the queen-mother ; some being 
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won over by her duplicity, whilst others were actu- 
ated by a jealous fear of the influence which the 
Radziwille family might exert on the mind of the 
monarch. Both parties agreed on a joint remon- 
strance to Sigismond, and requested him to annul 
his marriage, and repudiate his beautiful and 
graceful queen. 

But Sigismond Augustus was immovable. In 
answer to the insistance of his nobles, he replied, 
“ The well-being of a country depends upon the 
good faith and loyalty of him whom Providence 
has set over it as ruler. How then could my 
subjects respect me if I perjured myself to her to 
whom I have pledged my word, and have sworn 
at the altar to faithfully love and protect.’ , 

The determined stand which the king made, so 
impressed the nobles, that they withdrew their 
opposition. 

After this stormy and turbulent Diet the king 
re-entered Cracow, where an unfortunate occurrence 
had just taken place. Some students, being on bad 
terms with the retainers of one of the Canons of the 
Cathedral, a riot ensued, in which, several of the 
former were killed. The comrades of those who 
had been slain commenced proceedings against the 
Canon, at the same time appealing to the king to 
punish him severely. 

The king ordered the charge to be inquired into, 
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and the result was, the acquittal of the Canon, a 
verdict which gave such dissatisfaction to the 
students that they quitted Cracow in great numbers, 
and went into foreign countries, chiefly into Ger- 
many, where the doctrine of Luther was the 
dominant subject of the day. The minds of the 
greater part of these students became impregnated 
with the new teaching, and on their return to 
Poland, they propagated the reformed faith 
throughout the country. 

Hearing this, the nobles demanded that a fresh 
Diet should be convoked, in order that the reforms 
which Luther wished to introduce into the church 
might be laid before it, and punishment awarded to 
those who, contrary to the laws of the country, had 
embraced the Lutheran faith. 

The king at first refused to summon a Diet, 
remembering the last stormy one which had met 
to protest against his second marriage, but at length 
he consented. When the discussion came on con- 
cerning the Lutheran reforms, the king defended 
bravely and logically those who had become guilty 
of heresy, according to the Councils of the Church, 
by separating themselves from the Catholic faith and 
accepting the doctrines of Luther. The king thus 
addressed the assembly : “ If this new doctrine be 
false, it will disappear on account of its very falsity, 
and we shall hear no more of it ; but if it be true, 
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it will endure from generation to generation.*’ The 
nobles accepted this wise and tolerant proposition 
of their king, and their acquiescence was so 
universal that, whilst in other portions of Europe 
torrents of blood were shed on account of the 
Lutheran and Calvinistic faiths, Poland was exempt 
from the scourge of religious wars, and became the 
asylum of those who fled for conscience sake from 
hearth and home. 

After the close of the Diet, in which the burning 
question of the period had been so peaceably solved, 
the king, who had proved himself wise in his con- 
victions, and firm and determined in his will, 
caused his wife Barbara Radziwille to be solemnly 
crowned Queen of Poland, a step which had at 
first been greatly opposed by Bona and a large 
proportion of the nobles. 

The great nobles and courtiers, seeing that it was 
vain to try to resist the unflinching determination 
of the king, began to pay court to the beautiful 
young queen, and to be her most “ humble 
serviteurs,” and even the queen-mother Bona 
seemed to exchange her former feeling of hatred 
for that of love for her daughter-in-law, whom she 
overwhelmed with marks of her favour. 

Alas ! the graceful and lovely young queen did 
not long enjoy this happy change, as six months 
afterwards she died, in the year 1551. A chronicle 
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(which let us hope is not true, for it would be too 
horrible) reports that she was poisoned by the 
queen-mother through the agency of her Italian 
doctor, for the wicked Bona had only dissembled 
her feelings and had never forgiven the defeat of 
her vile stratagems. 

This unlooked -for death of one he so passionately 
loved appalled and terribly afflicted Sigismond 
Augustus. He caused all the state apartments to 
be draped in black, which colour he also assumed 
in his clothing, shunned all society, and would have 
certainly abandoned both crown and royal state 
had he not returned to his former sense of the duty 
he owed to those subjects over whom he felt that 
Providence had called him to reign, and for whom 
he ought to be ready not only to sacrifice his 
tranquillity, but his life also. 

You will remember, my friends, that the Grand 
Master of the Order of the Knights of the Cross 
became a Lutheran, and was presented by his 
uncle Sigismond I. with the principality of Prussia. 
The inhabitants, being principally Germans or Ger- 
manised Slavs, seeing their new prince had em- 
braced the new faith, followed the example of their 
lord and master. The profession of the new 
doctrine extended to the shores of the Baltic, and 
at Dantzig was the cause of many disturbances. 
Sigismond Augustus repaired thither (as at that 
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time that port belonged to Poland, and was then 
called Gdansk (since changed like other Polish 
towns by the Germans, after the partition of Poland, 
into Dantzig), in order to quell the troubles which 
had arisen in that city. 

The chief inhabitants received the king with 
marks of respect, and almost with enthusiasm, not- 
withstanding that Dantzig had become well-nigh 
Germanised during the rule of the Knights of the 
Cross. In spite of this favourable reception, how- 
ever, a skirmish took place between the retainers 
of the king and the Polish nobles of his suite, and 
the German workmen, in which two of the latter 
were killed. The municipal authorities of the port 
wished to punish with death the offenders, but the 
king, being desirous not to leave behind him a 
painful remembrance of his visit, pardoned the 
culprits. 

From Dantzig the king went to Konigsberg (in 
Polish, Krolewiec, or city of the king), in order to 
visit his cousin Albert, the ex-Grand Master of the 
Knights of the Cross, who received him right 
royally with salvos of artillery, and f£ted him with 
balls and jousts. 

You are probably curious, my friends, to 
know what became of the queen-mother Bona 
after the death or her daughter-in-law. As this 
crafty Italian could no longer intrigue or traffic in 
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the appointments of the court, or cause feuds be- 
tween those appointed to officers she had been wont 
to do during the last years of the reign of her aged 
husband Sigismond I., she began to make prepara- 
tions for her return to Italy in spite of the entreaties 
of her son, Sigismond Augustus, who requested her 
to remain in Cracow, where all the honours due to 
her rank were accorded to her. Bona pretended 
that the air of Poland did not agree with her, and 
that she was anxious once more to see her beautiful 
country with its more genial climate. But before 
quitting Poland she collected sufficient treasures to 
fill twenty carriages with everything precious 
which was to be found in the royal Castle of 
Cracow, consisting of jewels, precious stones, 
cabinets of rare and costly workmanship, along 
with an immense amount of specie, for in those 
days there not being, as now, bank-notes or paper 
currency, all payments were made in hard cash. 
She arrived in Italy with all this wealth stolen from 
Poland. A large portion of the specie she lent 
to the King of Naples, and the remainder of the 
plunder was divided, after her death, amongst her 
Italian favourites. 

The kings of Poland who succeeded Sigismond 
Augustus repeatedly endeavoured to make the 
King of Naples refund the money lent by the 
queen-mother, but in vain. And even now when 
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you cannot get paid what is due to you, they say 
in Poland, “ It is like the Neapolitan debt of Queen 
Bona.” 

I have already, my dear friends, often spoken 
to you of Livonia, a province situated on the 
shores of the Baltic, where the religious order of 
the Knights of the Sword was located, and who, 
like the Knights of the Order of the Cross, caused 
the pagan inhabitants of the north of Europe to 
profess Christianity by means of murder, pillage, 
and massacre. As the Grand Master of the Order 
of the Cross became a Lutheran so did his compeer, 
the Grand Master of the Sword, and to prove the 
sincerity of his convictions he declared open war 
against the Catholic Archbishop, who had been 
established there since the conversion of the people 
of that province to Christianity. 

Now this Archbishop was the cousin-german of 
the King of Poland, — so when the king heard of the 
declaration of war made by the ex-Grand Master 
of the Knights of the Sword, he hastily collected 
an army and entered Livonia, a province con- 
tiguous to Lithuania, in order to release the 
imprisoned Archbishop and protect the Livonians. 

The ex-Grand Master of the Order of the Sword, 
seeing it was vain to contend with the powerful 
King of Poland, sought the Polish camp, and cast- 
ing himself at the king’s feet, sued for pardon, and 
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whilst making his submission, acknowledged the 
King of Poland as his suzerain. 

The Archbishop was released, and a treaty was 
concluded, by which the two provinces of Livonia 
and Lithuania agreed to assist Poland against the 
Muscovites, over whom Ivan the Terrible then 
reigned. 

On hearing of this treaty Ivan invaded and 
devastated Livonia, and seized the ex-Grand 
Master, whom he imprisoned in his capital, where 
he died. 

After the death of the Archbishop, Kettler, who 
had succeeded to the Grand Duchy of Livonia, 
besought the king to firmly annex his province to 
the kingdom of Poland in order to put an end to 
the invasions of the Muscovites. Sigismond Augus- 
tus yielded to these entreaties, and sent Michael 
Radziwille, a cousin of his late wife, to take formal 
possession of Livonia, at the same time appointing 
Kettler, Duke of Courland, another province border- 
ing on the Baltic Sea, and contiguous to Lithuania, 
which likewise had recognised the suzerainty of 
Poland. 

The Muscovites and Swedes made many attempts 
to take possession of Livonia and Courland, and 
Poland, by protecting them, became involved in 
war with the Muscovites, who, as I have already 
said, are not Russians, as they are erroneously 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



126 


POLAND I HER GLORY, 


called, but descendants of the Tartars, and are 
governed by a Czar whom they regard as almost 
divine. 

Whilst Ivan the Terrible was treating his subjects 
with such cruelty that his name is bracketed along 
with those of Nero and Caligula, the kingdom of 
Poland was enjoying all the privileges and advan- 
tages of civilisation under the benignant rule of the 
kind-hearted and generous Sigismond Augustus. 

On account of the frequent incursions of the 
Muscovites into Livonia and Courland, the king 
was often obliged to sojourn in Lithuania. It 
followed that, in consequence of his recognising the 
studious, thrifty, loyal character of the Lithuanians, 
he became much attached to them, and accorded 
to their nobles many privileges which had hitherto 
been exclusively confined to the Polish nobility. 
Sigismond, being desirous to draw still closer the 
bonds of union between Poland and Lithuania 
(between whom a certain amount of jealousy had 
always existed), he, in 1569, convoked a solemn 
Diet at Lublin, to which, besides the great nobles 
of both countries, all the Lithuanian seigneurs 
might send their Nuncios,* as for a considerable 
time the Polish nobles had been permitted to do. 

At this memorable Diet, . after many “ pour- 
parlers,” many difficulties, and much procrastination 
on the part of the deputies of the two countries 
* See note A., Appendix. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



HER SUFFERINGS, HER OVERTHROW. I 27 


who discussed the terms of the treaty, the king 
himself often interposed, and by his tact conciliated 
the deputies on both sides (when they became too 
patriotic in their demands). A perfect agreement 
was at last arrived at, and an intimate union 
effected between the two peoples — a union which 
twice before, his predecessors the Jaguellons had 
vainly endeavoured to accomplish. 

To commemorate this happy result of the good 
King Sigismond’s prudent and wise counsels a 
monument, still existing, was raised by national 
subscription, and erected in the principal square of 
the city of Lublin. 

The age in which this king lived — that is to say, 
300 years ago — was characterised by credulity and 
superstition. Kings, as well as their meanest sub- 
jects, were at times abject slaves to the quack, the 
astrologer, and the fortune-teller. 

Sigismond Augustus never in after life shook off 
the belief in the supernatural which had been im- 
planted in his young mind by the story-telling 
attendants by whom his mother Bona had sur- 
rounded him. Attacked by gout, he retired to 
Knyszyn, where he suffered acutely. His regular 
medical advisers, not being able to afford him any 
relief, he had recourse to fortune-tellers and 
astrologers with a like result ; then he appealed to 
the sorcerers, who prescribed mixtures composed 
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of herbs. For these they charged ridiculously large 
sums, even going the length of despoiling him of 
the jewels he carried on his person. 

This pillage was not confined to the alchemists, 
astrologers, and sorcerers : his immediate retainers 
were not behind hand in helping themselves ; and 
this to such an extent, that when Sigismond 
Augustus rendered up his soul to his God, there 
was not left in the royal treasury the wherewithal 
to inter him. Sic transit gloria mundi. 

During his last illness he enquired of the 
astrologer attached to his court, how much longer 
time he had to live. The astrologer told him he 
would die in his seventy-second year. However 
he was wrong, for though in truth the king died 
in 1572, he was only fifty-two years of age, and at 
the time of his death had reigned twenty-four years. 
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TENTH MORNING. 

SlGlSMOND AUGUSTUS leaving no heir, the dynasty 
of the Jaguellons became extinct. 

As I have already told you in my former lectures, 
Poland, during the third epoch of her history, 
though called a Republic, was governed by kings 
whom the nobles alone elected. 

From the year 962, up to which time the 
history of Poland is obscure and mythical, to 1386, 
that is, during the first and second and beginning 
of the third epochs, the country was governed, 
according to the right of descent, by the successive 
heirs of the dynasty of Piast, and during the 
remaining portion of the third epoch by the 
descendants of Ladislas Jaguello, the Lithuanian 
Prince, who, on his marriage with Queen Hed- 
wige in 1386, ascended the Polish throne; the 
descendants of the line of Piast during the first 
two epochs, and those of the house of Jaguello 
during the third, being alone eligible for election 
to the throne of Poland. 

There existed, therefore, in that country, during 
600 years, from 962 to 1572, a line of here- 
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ditary kings not quite analogous to that of other 
countries, where the law of succession was strictly 
determined ; for in Poland the nobles had ap- 
propriated to themselves the right of selecting 
their king, though this selection was, during 
the two first epochs of Polish history, confined to 
the two dynasties of Piast, and in the third period 
to that of Jaguellon. 

After the extinction of the dynasty of Jaguellon, 
1572, the nobles decided that for the future their 
kings should be chosen either from foreign princes, 
or from the great lords of Poland, Lithuania, or 
Russia ; and that not the Diet alone, composed of 
senators and nuncios, should possess the right to 
select the sovereign, but that every one of the 
nobles should participate in the election ; and that, 
besides, each Polish gentleman (of whom there 
were several thousands) should have a voice in the 
choice of his king. 

You can easily imagine, my friends, what com- 
motion, what troubles and disorders would occur 
in the country at every election on the death of 
the sovereign. Though many of the nobles were 
more or less educated, their education had not 
taught them to respect the laws of their country 
in the same way as the citizens of the United 
States of America and Switzerland when they 
choose their presidents. During two centuries 
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this want of respect to the laws gradually sapped 
the foundations of the kingdom, and led, little by 
little, to the actual loss of its political existence, 
and eventually to the partition of the country 
amongst its three powerful neighbours, — a partition 
commenced in 1772, and ended in 1795. 

After the death of Sigismond Augustus in 1572, 
there was an interval of two years before a successor 
was elected (1574). Naturally the kingdom suffered 
greatly from this long interregnum. At length 
after considerable difficulty a Diet was convoked, 
consisting of the nobles, who, notwithstanding the 
great privileges granted them by Casimir IV. in 
1457, appropriated still more, and in proportion to 
the increase of their own power wished to curtail 
the prerogatives of their monarchs, decided that 
each king elected by universal suffrage (be it 
well understood that its universality was con- 
fined to the nobles), must take the oath of the 
“ Pacta conventa,” or covenant with the nation, 
before ascending the throne ; a covenant which 
rendered each sovereign, so elected, dependent on 
the nobles in all the more important matters of 
state — such as declaration x>{ war, imposition of 
taxes, his own marriage, liberty of conscience, 
&c. 

In order to maintain some degree of order dur- 
ing this long interregnum, power was given to the 
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Archbishop of Gniezno (the first capital of Poland, 
where Boleslas I., “the Great,” received Otto III. 
so sumptuously, that the Emperor of Germany 
took the crown off his own head, and placed it on 
that of Boleslas, and called him King, who before 
was only called “Grand Duke”). He was the 
Primate of Poland, and possessed the power of 
convoking the Diets when the necessity for doing 
so arose, and of presiding at the election of the 
king. 

At last, after some time had been wasted in 
discussions and quarrels, the Primate called to- 
gether a Diet, which fixed the 5th April 1573 for 
the election of the sovereign. 

Upon the immense plain of Mazowie (which 
extends as far as Wola, near to Warsaw, then the 
capital of the province, and afterwards of the 
entire kingdom) arrived, besides the senators and 
their nuncios (members ex officio of the Diet), 
gentlemen from all the provinces of the Polish 
Republic, which at that time extended on the 
north to the Baltic Sea, on the south to the 
Black Sea, on the east to the river Dzwina, and on 
the west to the Oder. 

From one quarter came the gentlemen of Livonia 
(on the shores of the Baltic), in their state carriages, 
followed by foot soldiers armed with arquebuses ; 
from another quarter, gentlemen of the Ukraine (on 
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the shores of the Black Sea), trotting on their 
horses at the head of their Cossacks ; nobles from 
the port of Dantzig (in Polish, Gdansk) ascended 
the Vistula in their boats ; great Polish nobles 
from their various provinces, leading the soldiers 
whom they maintained at their own cost ; Lithu- 
anians and Russians, from the confines of their 
respective countries, likewise with their numerous 
armed followers ; and lastly, the smaller nobles 
without attendants, in their little carriages called 
Briskas, armed with their sabres only, hanging 
from their sides by a small cord ; all hastening 
to the plain of Wola, to exercise their right of 
voting at the election of a King of Poland. 

After the tents had been pitched, they were 
speedily occupied by their respective owners, 
anxious to rest after the fatigues of their long 
journeys. 

On the following day commenced the discus- 
sion of the merits of the different aspirants to the 
throne. Many candidates presented themselves. 
Each wished to gain over adherents beforehand, 
either by promising alliances advantageous to 
Poland, or offering valuable presents to those 
whom they imagined to be possessed of most in- 
fluence. One thing is certain, that in this noisy 
assembly composed of great, lesser nobles and 
gentlemen, the last were deemed of little account, 
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and were led by the nose by the great seigneurs, or 
were gained over by one or other of the candi- 
dates for the throne. 

Some great nobles were for the Arch-Duke 
of Austria, who promised by his ambassadors 
to eternally ally his duchy with Poland. Others 
were for Henry de Valois, son of Catherine de 
Medicis, and brother of Charles IX., King of 
France. Amongst other competitors, strange to 
say, was Ivan “the Terrible,” and what is still more 
extraordinary and astounding, he had even ad- 
herents amongst the Polish nobles; but happily 
these did not number many. 

After much hesitation, opposition, and infinite 
intrigue amongst the different parties, the grand 
seigneurs, at the head of whom was the Polish 
patriot Zamoyski, and those nobles who had been 
accompanied by their armed retainers in order to 
awe the lesser nobles, proclaimed Henry of Valois 
King of Poland. His ambassador, after the procla- 
mation of his election, signed the “ Pacta conventa,” 
after which a deputation of Polish nobles, appointed 
by the Diet, started for Paris to invite the new king 
to come and take possession of the throne. 

And here I would remark, my friends, that 
whilst the inhabitants of Poland were looked down 
upon by the French, Poland was enjoying com- 
plete religious liberty: right of conscience being 
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one of the primary elements of civilization and 
freedom. 

France, from want of this primary element, was 
torn asunder by religious factions. So bigoted was 
its king Charles IX., that by a signal of the sound 
of a gun which he fired from a window of the 
Louvre, on St Bartholemew’s day, 1 572, the never 
to be forgotten massacre of his Protestant sub- 
jects commenced. One of the many sad days 
in the history of France was the 24th of August 
1572. 

The French people, who entertained so unflatter- 
ing an opinion of Poland, were amazed when 
they saw what manner of men the ambassadors 
were, who arrived at the French court. The 
Polish nobles forming the deputation were found 
to be exceedingly well informed ; they could speak 
Latin, French, German, and Italian, and were con- 
versant with as much science as was known in that 
day, and, in contradistinction to the French both 
of the past and present time, had an intimate 
knowledge of geography, and of the history of 
other nations. 

Henry of Valois, the king-elect, entered Cracow, 
surrounded by the noble Polish delegates as well 
as by his own French followers, 18th February 
1574. Great was the surprise of the king and his 
suite at the preparations made to do honour to their 
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new sovereign. A solemn, dignified, and cordial 
reception awaited him. Salvos of artillery, and the 
tocsin hailed his approach. Magnificent f&tes were 
given in his honour, f&tes so splendid as to dispel 
the ideas the French had entertained with regard 
to the civilization of Poland. 

After the rejoicings were over, the king was 
crowned with the accustomed ceremonials, and 
renewed the oath which his ambassadors had taken 
and signed in his name on the plain of Wola. 

Alas ! the Poles had not much cause to rejoice 
at their selection of Henry of Valois, for he 
had been trained and educated by his mother 
Catherine de Medicis in a similar school to that 
in which Queen Bona had reared King Sigismond 
Augustus. 

Henry of Valois was effeminate and indolent, 
and cared not to reign over a free people, who 
would not sanction such inhumanity as his miser- 
able brother Charles IX. had been guilty of. So, 
when the newly elected king heard of the death of 
his brother the King of France, to whose crown he 
was the legitimate successor, fearing that the vacant 
throne might be usurped by some pretender, he 
fled from Poland, and, after an insignificant reign of 
seven months, accompanied by a few of his French 
followers, arrived in France in the month of 
October 1574. The subsequent history of this 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



HER SUFFERINGS, HER OVERTHROW. 1 37 

king (Henry III. of France) was sad and criminal, 
and ended by his assassination at the hand of 
Jacques Clement 

By the flight of Henry of Valois, Poland was 
once more without a king. Another interregnum 
of more than a year took place, during which the 
country was afflicted with the usual incertitude 
and domestic dissensions. 

In this kingless period rebellion broke out in 
Moldavia and Wallachia. Some of the Polish 
nobles, with the troops which they maintained at 
their own cost, hastened to these principalities to 
quell the movement. The Sultan of Turkey, hear- 
ing of the intervention of the Polish nobles, took 
umbrage, because he considered himself suzerain of 
these principalities. In consequence of this inter- 
ference he employed, as mercenaries, the Tartars of 
the Crimea to invade Poland. These hired soldiers 
entered the southern provinces, which they laid 
waste, and carried off into slavery 20,000 men and 
women. Alas ! must I confess it, these very 
nobles, in whom alone was vested the right of 
making war, instead of rushing to the relief of 
their miserable compatriots, basely remained at 
home to intrigue, to cabal, and to foment dissen- 
sions — always so rife — prior to the election of a 
new king. 

Again fresh ambassadors arrived in Poland, sent 
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by foreign princes to make proposals for the 
throne. 

The son of the Emperor of Austria had many 
partizans, but, in order to gratify the Lithuanians, 
as well as the inhabitants of the other provinces 
dependent on Poland, who remembered the glorious 
reign of the Jaguellons, so advantageous to the 
country, Anna, sister to the last king of that 
dynasty, Sigismond Augustus, was selected queen, 
and Stephen Batory, the Woievode of the Hun- 
garian province of Transylvania, was given to her 
to be both her husband and king. 

The representative of Stephen Batory took the 
customary oath on behalf of his master. Stephen 
Batory arrived in Poland some time after his 
marriage with Anna, who was ten years his senior, 
and both were crowned at Cracow in 1576. 

The new king, who was ignorant of the manners 
and customs of the people over whom he had come 
to reign, not wishing to rely solely on his own judg- 
ment in the administration of the affairs of the 
state, having observed at the court the striking 
qualities of Zamoyski, he took him into his con- 
fidence, and consulted him in all important matters. 
By this selection the king showed that he had a 
knowledge of mankind, and possessed a quick and 
penetrating discernment. 

From the commencement of his reign to its end 
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these two loyal-hearted men were united by the 
strictest bonds of sincere friendship — a friendship 
which was most fortunate and happy for the 
country. 

All the Polish provinces recognised the new 
king. The inhabitants of the port of Dantzig 
alone refused to submit to his rule, so a small 
but sufficient force was sent against them to 
enforce their allegiance, and compel them to sue 
for pardon from him whom the nation had chosen. 
The good king forgave them, on condition that 
they defrayed the costs of the expedition, and 
rebuilt a monastery which had been demolished 
during their revolt. 

Whilst these events were taking place at Dantzig, 
Ivan “the Terrible ” entered Livonia, which was 
then without a Polish force to oppose him. He 
laid waste the country according to his savage 
wont ; towns and villages, with their inhabitants, 
were put to fire and sword. On arriving before 
the fortified town of Kissa the women, dreading 
the cruelty of this ferocious monarch, fired the 
magazine, preferring death to dishonour. 

The kings of Poland, being bound by the 
“ Pacta coriventa ” not to declare war against any 
foreign power without the consent of the Diet, 
Stephen Batory convoked one in all haste. This 
Diet authorised the king to despatch Hetman 
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(marshal) Radziwill, with a large force, to drive 
Ivan “the Terrible” and his army out of the 
country, and this the Hetman succeeded in 
accomplishing. 

To defray the costs of this war, it was necessary 
to levy a tax. As the nobles composed the Diet, 
and specified those who were to pay this tax, they 
took good care to exempt their own class from 
payment, thus making the burden of the impost 
fall upon the burghers, the industrial classes of the 
towns, the merchants, and peasants of the country. 

At this Diet Stephen Batory proposed that some 
efficient means should be taken to prevent the 
recurrence of the devastating incursions of the 
Turks and Tartars, especially the encroachments 
of the latter race on those southern provinces of 
Poland which were situated on the borders of the 
Black Sea. To carry out this policy, the king 
obtained authority from the Diet to organise a 
regular cavalry force of Cossack horsemen, dwelling 
in those southern provinces of Poland which had 
been so constantly subject to invasion. 

You have all doubtless heard of the Cossacks, 
but perhaps some of you may not know the origin 
of these turbulent horsemen, who, in times of war, 
by pursuing and ceaselessly alarming the enemy, 
rendered great service to the Power which made 
use of them. 
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In the south of ancient Poland, now belonging 
to Russia, or, more properly speaking, Muscovy, 
flows the great river Dneiper, an affluent of the 
Black Sea. On both sides of this river extend 
vast “steppes” covered with lofty herbage, but 
without a tree. Three hundred years ago these 
“steppes” were the highway for the Tartar hordes 
when they left Asia to invade the Russian provinces 
of Poland. 

In the middle of the river Dneiper were many 
islands, covered with fir trees and reeds. These 
islands were crowded with refugees. Some were 
mere adventurers, others had committed some venial 
sin, or crime, and had fled from their own lands to 
escape punishment. Here were herded together 
Poles, Lithuanians, Little Russians, Wallachians, 
Moldavians, and Turks. 

At the earlier period of the existence of this 
motley community its members lived on fresh fish 
during the summer, and in winter on dried fish; but 
in course of time, so greatly had their numbers 
increased, that they were sufficiently formidable to 
attack respectively the Tartars, Wallachians, Little 
Russians of the Ukraine and Podolia, carrying back 
with them spoils in the shape of oxen, cows, pigs, 
and horses, whilst at other times they were adven- 
turous enough to sail in their long, narrow, skin- 
covered boats up to the very walls of Constanti- 
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nople, and under their very shadow, boarded 
the ships, and after pillaging them of all they 
found valuable, hastened back to their island 
retreats with their plunder. These men, from their 
adventurous lives, had become bold, brave, and 
hardy. They considered themselves subjects of 
Poland, and spoke its language. They were styled 
the “ Cossacks beyond the rocks of the Dneiper.” 

This title they assumed to distinguish them- 
selves from the tribes inhabiting the Ukraine, who 
also called themselves Cossacks, and who lived in 
time of peace by cultivating the soil, and in time 
of war by mounting their small but swift coursers, 
and rushing to the battlefields. 

Both these Cossack tribes obeyed a chief whom 
they elected, and to whom they gave the title of 
“Attaman.” His election was confirmed by the 
kings of Poland, who presented him at the same 
time with a standard. 

The Cossacks attacked both Turk and Tartar 
alike, and these in return made reprisals by entering 
the southern provinces of Poland. To repel these 
incursions, Stephen Batory converted these undis- 
ciplined troops into a regular army, which he 
divided into regiments. Before confirming the 
appointment of the “ Attaman ” the king stipulated 
that, whenever called upon, the “Attaman” should 
furnish him and his successors with 6,000 mounted 
Cossacks. 
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This light cavalry was exceedingly useful in 
the wars against the Turks and Tartars, for the 
men composing it were active and adroit, their 
small horses were swift, and could go without food 
during the entire night, for it was after sunset the 
Cossacks harassed the enemy by destroying his 
repose. 

Having completed the organization of this 
Cossack force, Stephen Batory placed himself at 
the head of his army, and marched into Muscovy, 
1579. The Czar, Ivan “ the Terrible,” did not 
show himself during the campaign. The King of 
Poland besieged the large and fortified city of 
Polock, which, after a brave defence, fell into the 
hands of the Poles. Then the king pushed his 
conquests into the very heart of Muscovy, and, sad 
am I to say, laid waste the country he passed 
through, destroying 2,000 towns and villages with 
their inhabitants. Such were the barbarous usages 
of war in those days. 

The Hetman (marshal-generalissimo) Zamoyski 
besieged the large and important fortress of 
Pskow, and he carried on operations in spite 
of a most rigorous winter, the severity of the 
season not abating the energy of his army. The 
Czar, seeing the determination of his enemies, sent 
an ambassador to the Pope to inform his Holiness 
that he would become a member of the Roman 
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Catholic Church, along with all his people, if his 
Holiness could obtain a peace for him with the 
King of Poland ; whereupon the Pope despatched 
the Jesuit Possevin to the court of Stephen Batory 
to exhort that monarch, in the name of his Holiness, 
to make peace with Ivan “ the Terrible. ,, 

The King of Poland, a pious and good Catholic, 
listened to the prayer of the Pope, and a truce 
was concluded in 1582, which was to last ten 
years. 

By this truce the town of Polock, with the 
surrounding country and all the forts and castles 
which had been appropriated by the Czar, were 
restored to Poland ; the frontiers of Lithuania were 
extended by this pact, and the duchy for a time 
freed from invasion. 

A short time since I mentioned the Jesuit Posse- 
vin, whom the Pope despatched to the court of 
' Poland. I shall now briefly tell you the origin of 
a society which has been so disastrous to our 
beloved country. 

“The Society of Jesus” was a religious order 
founded by Loyola, a Spaniard, 1534, and pro- 
tected and endowed with great privileges by the 
Pope, and invested with liberty to mingle in the 
civil and local government of all countries of 
Europe. This order was primarily instituted to 
defend the Catholic Church from the so-called 
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heresies preached by Luther, Calvin, Huss, and 
other reformers, whose doctrines began to be ex- 
tensively propagated throughout Christendom, so 
much so that the Pope was only too glad to have 
the aid of such an order to combat the new 
doctrines. “ The Society of Jesus ” was composed 
of men of considerable ability and capacity, and 
the commanding influence of the order speedily 
made itself felt in every cabinet in Europe. 

The Jesuits, having established themselves in 
Poland, soon gained the confidence of the king, 
who intrusted to them the direction of the Univer- 
sity which he had founded in 1578 at Vilna, the 
capital of Lithuania, as well as of all the schools in 
the Grand Duchy. Seeing the influence which this 
society had over the mind of Stephen Batory, it 
is not difficult to imagine how easily he would 
be gained over by the Jesuit Possevin to grant 
a truce to a monarch who would, if peace were 
concluded, quit (according to the King of Poland's 
idea) a schismatic for an orthodox branch of the 
Church Catholic, and, after his conversion, would 
cause the Pope of Rome to be the head of the 
Muscovite Church. 

And now, my friends, I am coming to the end 
of the reign of the good king Stephen Batory. 
Alas ! it was a reign far too short for the well- 
being of his subjects ; for had it pleased God to have 
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prolonged his life, the measures and reforms which 
this honest, benevolent, and strong-willed monarch 
meant to introduce into his kingdom might per- 
haps have prevented, or at least retarded, its 
decadence, and possibly have saved it altogether 
from political extinction. 

This good king repelled all encroachment on 
the boundaries of his country, founded many 
schools and one university, and did what he could 
to suppress the licence of the nobles — a licence 
former kings not only tolerated, but to which they 
submitted. 

He wished the nation to choose his successor, and 
then desired that the throne should becomehereditary 
in Poland, as it was at that time in other countries 
in Europe. He was anxious to curtail the privi- 
leges of the nobles — privileges which rendered all 
good government impossible ; but above all, he 
desired to insure throughout his realm entire liberty 
of conscience. 

Alas ! when about to convoke a Diet in order to 
carry out all these beneficent projects and measures 
about which the good king was so resolved and 
determined, death put an end to the life of Stephen 
Batory. He died suddenly at Grodno, in 
Lithuania, 12th December 1586. 

With the death of this king ends the third 
epoch of the history of Poland — an epoch, as I 
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have repeatedly said, the most glorious, the most 
prosperous, and one that was rendered illustrious 
by the wisdom and bravery of its kings, and in 
which era lived great generals, poets, and men of 
science. 


A Retrospective Summary of the Third 
Epoch. 

You will remember, my friends, that the begin- 
ning of the third epoch of our history was a 
prosperous and a happy one. Casimir III., “ the 
Great,” the last of the direct line of the Piast 
dynasty, by his impartial justice, gained the title 
of u King of the Peasants ” (a title amongst all 
others the most enviable). This enlightened 
monarch founded the University of Cracow, as 
well as many schools throughout Poland. Having 
no children of his own to succeed him, he named 
his nephew, Louis, King of Hungary, as his heir 
to the throne. 

Fortunately for our country this king only 
reigned twelve years. As he preferred to reside in 
his own kingdom of Hungary, he neglected the 
interests of Poland. But there was one redeeming 
circumstance : he left behind him his admirable 
daughter, Hedwige, who mounted the throne of 
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Poland on the death of her father Louis, 1384. 
You have doubtless not forgotten how this noble 
young woman sacrificed her own personal feelings 
for the good of her subjects, and, putting aside her 
love for her betrothed, Prince William of Austria, 
married Ladislas Jaguello, 1386, on condition that 
he became a Christian. 

During the reign of Ladislas Jaguello, the 
decadence of the Knights of the Cross commenced. 
They were beaten in a great battle at Grunwald in 
1410 : this defeat was one of the principal causes 
of the extinction of the Order. 

Sigismond I. and Sigismond Augustus were the 
immediate successors of Queen Hedwige and the 
Lithuanian Prince. During the reign of the first 
Sigismond, the acquisition of the Port of Dantzig 
was a most valuable addition to the northern 
boundary of Poland, whilst the treaty concluded 
with Moldavia and Wallachia gave her ports on 
the Black Sea, from which the products of the 
kingdom could be shipped to other countries. 

In these two reigns schools were founded and 
endowed, highways improved, forests cleared, 
houses of good stone and masonry superseded 
those of wood and thatch ; and luxury in dress, 
furniture, and the appointments of the houses, 
made rapid strides. But what shed the greatest 
glory on this epoch was the spread of knowledge 
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and education, which produced such men as the 
distinguished astronomer Copernicus, the learned 
writers Janicki and Kromer, the poets Rey and 
Jean Kochanowski, and statesmen, warriors, and 
legislators such as Zamoyski and Firley. 

With the death of Stephen Batory, the wise, 
firm, and benevolent monarch, ends the third 
epoch of the history of Poland — a kingdom whose 
geographical extent, agricultural wealth, and the 
genius of its people caused it to be ranked at this 
time as one of the rich, great, and enlightened 
powers of Europe. 

Our next lecture will treat of the Fourth Epoch 
— the Epoch of the Decadence of Poland. 
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ELEVENTH MORNING. 

Fourth Epoch — The Decadence of Poland. 

1586— 1795- 

Republics vary in their mode of electing their 
chiefs, and also in the length of tenure of their 
office. Some confer for one year only the supreme 
power on one or. more consuls ; others name their 
ruler for ten years. The Republic of Venice was 
governed by a Doge, who was elected for life. In 
modern times the little Republic of Switzerland 
elects the President of the Confederation for one 
year, whilst the United States of America chooses 
hers for four years. The Germanic Confederation 
confirms the election of the Emperor of Germany 
for life. The Republic of Poland (as it was called, 
although it was only one class, that of the nobles, 
who enjoyed the true privileges of liberty) de- 
cided, after the death of Sigismond Augustus 
the last king of the dynasty of the Jaguellons, to 
appoint their kings for life, and this same 
policy lasted for 223 years — that is to say, from 
1572 to 1795. 

The extraordinary and unrestrained luxury in 
which the Polish nobility lived during this period 
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of elective kings, was neither a source of happiness 
nor of real prosperity, to the kingdom. So likewise 
with the brilliant victories gained by the military 
genius of some of the Polish generals ; instead of 
proving advantageous to Poland, they were, 
through the obstinacy and incapacity of the 
kings, made injurious to the country. 

You will not be astonished then, my friends, if 
I designate the reigns which were included in this 
period of 223 years as unfortunate and miserable. 
The glorious exploits of Sobieski, and of other 
illustrious warriors, with all their great talents and 
personal valour, could not save a country whose 
administration was rotten at the core. The 
assumption of privileges by the nobles, to the 
exclusion of civil rights to the Polish citizens, was 
the cause of the nation’s downfall. 

For some time the House of Hapsbourg had at- 
tained to extraordinary power throughout Europe. 
Whilst one branch of this dynasty reigned in Ger- 
many, Bohemia, and Hungary, another ruled in 
Spain, and over all the provinces dependent on 
that power. From the time that the throne of 
Poland had become elective, the House of Haps- 
bourg put in her claim whenever that throne was 
vacant. 

It was now that the Austrians began to show 
their interference in the affairs of Poland, by 
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bringing about marriages between Austrian 
princesses and Polish kings. 

After the death of Stephen Batory an inter- 
regnum of a year took place, at the expiration of 
which time, in memory of the services which the 
Jaguellon kings had rendered to the country, a son 
of Catherine, second sister of the last of that 
dynasty, was elected King of Poland. 

The election of this Swedish prince, Sigismond 
Vaza, was the work of the great and influential 
Polish noble, Zamoyski, the friend and confidant 
of the late king Stephen Batory, who, with his 
numerous partisans, proclaimed Catherine’s son 
King of Poland. Another great noble, Zborowski 
(who had been gained over, with his 10,000 
soldiers, by the house of Austria), aided by a 
bishop, proclaimed as King of Poland the Austrian 
Prince, Maximilian, and advanced towards Cracow 
in order to have him crowned in that city. Zamoy- 
ski did not give the adherents of Maximilian time 
to enter the capital, but attacking the forces of 
Zborowski, he routed them, and took the Austrian 
prince prisoner, after which he caused Sigismond 
Vaza to be crowned at Cracow under the title of 
Sigismond III. 

The new king, who was elected out of respect 
for the memory of the house of Jaguello (being 
the son of the sister of Sigismond Augustus), was 
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not the kind of monarch Poland at that time 
required. He surrounded himself with Jesuits, 
who acquired great influence over him, and by 
their advice he married an Austrian princess. 
He adopted the German language and German 
customs, and by so doing gave great umbrage to 
his new subjects. 

At a Diet which met at Warsaw, 1592, the 
nobles reproached their king for his preference for 
everything German, and for having violated his 
oath to observe the “ Pacta conventa ” by con- 
tracting a marriage with an Austrian princess 
without previously obtaining the permission of the 
Diet. Sigismond III. made a clumsy apology by 
renewing the oath. He affirmed that, in making 
this alliance with the house of Austria, he thought 
only of the interest of Poland. 

The complaints of his subjects, however, did not 
lessen his attachment to the House of Hapsbourg. 
The Austrians began, more and more, to interfere 
with the internal affairs of Poland. 

The disposition of Sigismond III. was good ; 
but he was too indolent to take the reins of 
government into his own hands, but placed them 
in those of the Jesuits and his German favourites. 
Not only did he thereby lose the affections of his 
people, but he also lost the crown of Sweden, to 
which, at his father’s death, he was the rightful 
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heir. This throne was wrested from him by his 
uncle Charles, the brother of the late king. This 
usurpation by Charles was the cause of a war 
between Sweden and Poland, which, although 
conducted with great skill by the illustrious 
Generals Zamoyski and Chodkiewicz, terminated 
disastrously for Poland, for, after this war, a 
part of Livonia remained in the hands of the 
Swedes. 

The religious controversies which at this epoch 
raged in other kingdoms, had happily not yet 
extended to Poland ; but, alas ! she now began to 
be troubled by theological animosities. A desire to 
unite the Greek and Latin Churches in 1 595 was the 
primary cause of discord ; the secondary cause was 
the dissatisfaction of the Lutherans and Calvinists, 
who found themselves excluded, on account of their 
religious opinions, from all public offices. Other 
religious discords followed, and of so bitter a 
character as sometimes to lead to sanguinary riots. 

A great revolt was now imminent in Poland. 
Notwithstanding the unpopularity of his first 
marriage, Sigismond III., after the death of his first 
queen, married (1605) another Austrian princess. 
This marriage caused such disaffection that two 
of the principal Polish nobles, Zebrzydowski and 
Radziwill, placed themselves at the head of a 
large force of nobles, who met under the walls of 
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Sandomir, and advanced towards Warsaw, where 
the king resided. Sigismond went out to meet 
the insurgent nobles, and though his army was 
much less numerous than theirs, he gained a com- 
plete victory over them. The chiefs of the revolt 
sued for pardon, which was granted. After this 
abortive rising, the rebels dispersed, some of the 
lesser nobles taking service under the greater ones, 
whilst others retired to their small estates and 
occupied themselves in cultivating their farms, 
indifferent to the wretched state into which they 
had plunged their country. 

During this reign Poland lost one of her most 
illustrious nobles, Zamoyski, whom we have so 
often mentioned. He died full of years and full of 
honours. He bequeathed to his country the for- 
midable fortress of Zamosc, a fortress which still 
exists. He founded a university, and built many 
schools in the midst of his vast possessions. He 
left an estate to his descendants charged with pay- 
ments to professors of his university and masters 
of his schools. He left money also for the pur- 
chase of books, astronomical and other scientific 
instruments. 

This good citizen was universally regretted ; but 
unhappily this feeling of regret had no practical 
effect upon the habits of the grand seigneurs, for 
instead of following the example of this great man, 
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they abandoned themselves to unrestrained luxury, 
passed their lives in quarrelling amongst themselves, 
and in oppressing those beneath them, apparently 
oblivious of all sense of duty. 

I have had occasion to speak of Ivan “the 
Terrible,” a monarch who, not contented with ruth- 
lessly sacrificing his subjects, actually put to death 
his own son and heir. Dimitrius, his second son, 
in order to escape from his father’s clutches and 
the certain death he would inevitably have met 
with at the hands of Boris Gudunow, who had 
seized the throne of Muscovy on the death of Ivan, 
took refuge with a Polish noble named Mniszeh. 

When Sigismond III. heard of the retreat of the 
young prince, being then enraged with Boris 
Gudunow on account of his having aided the 
Swedes in the war against the Poles in Livonia, 
the king availed himself of this opportunity to 
revenge himself upon his enemy, the new Czar, by 
means of the true heir to the crown of Muscovy. 
He therefore advised and authorised Mniszeh, and 
two other Polish seigneurs who had large forces of 
armed followers of their own, to take Dimitrius 
with them to Moscow, and to place him on the 
throne of his late father. During this interval 
Boris Gudunow had died, so they had little diffi- 
culty in accomplishing their mission. 

Whilst the young prince had been in the service 
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of the Polish noble Mniszeh, he had fallen madly 
in love with his daughter Maryna, whom he after- 
wards married and made Czarina. 

The reign of Dimitrius was of short duration, for 
being desirous of showing his gratitude to the King 
of Poland for having placed him on the throne of 
his ancestors, he wished to convert the Muscovites 
from “ the Orthodox Church ” to the Catholic 
religion, and to acknowledge the Pope of Rome as 
their spiritual head. His subjects rebelled, and 
Szuiski, a new pretender to the crown of Muscovy, 
put himself at the head of the insurgents, killed 
Dimitrius, imprisoned his wife Maryna, and their 
partisans, and proclaimed himself Czar of Muscovy. 
A singular occurrence connected with the death of 
Dimitrius took place at this time. As in France 
the death of the son of Louis XVI. was shrouded in 
mystery and incertitude, and many pretended to 
be Louis XVII., so in Muscovy a false Dimitrius 
appeared and claimed to be the true second son 
of Ivan “the Terrible,” affirming that the man 
killed by Szuiski was an impostor. 

As the Poles desired to avenge the imprison- 
ment of their compatriot Maryna, the daughter of 
the Polish noble Mniszeh, they abetted the false 
Dimitrius and assisted him in defeating Szuiski, 
and proclaimed the pretender Czar. Maryna was 
released from prison, and being anxious to retain 
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her rank as Czarina, acknowledged the false 
Dimitrius to be the true one, and became his wife. 

The reign of these two disreputable persons did 
not last long. The false Dimitrius was killed, 
and the Muscovites chose another Czar. Maryna 
and her son were put to death by being submerged 
under the ice. 

Taking advantage of the troubles and tragic 
occurrences in Muscovy, Sigismond III. declared 
war against the new Czar. He thought, by con- 
verting the Muscovites to Catholicism, he would be 
able to carry out the designs of his Jesuit advisers. 
Sigismond began the war by besieging the large 
city and fortress of Smolenski. His army was 
commanded by the illustrious general Zolkiewski, 
who, having taken the city, marched on from victory 
to victory until he reached the capital (Moscow), 
which yielded to this indomitable warrior. Zolkie- 
wski made the whole family of the Czar Szuiski 
prisoners, and returned in triumph with his captives 
to Warsaw. As a consequence of this victory of the 
Poles, the Muscovites offered the throne of the Czar 
to Ladislas, the eldest son of the King of Poland, 
on condition that he would change his religion and 
become a member of “ the Orthodox Church.” 

Sigismond III., who was a zealous Catholic, and 
under the influence of the Jesuits, wishing rather 
to convert the Muscovites to the Catholic Church, 
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would not permit Ladislas to change his faith, 
refused the throne of the Czar for his son, a 
throne which has ever since this rejection been 
occupied by the Romanof family, whose descend- 
ants, after having conquered different portions of 
Russia, now bear the title of “ Autocrat of all the 
Russias.” * 

By the peace concluded at Moscow, 1619, the 
fortress of Smolenski and a considerable part of 
Muscovy remained in the hands of the Poles ; but 
the refusal of the throne of Muscovy by Sigismond 
for his son caused Poland to lose for ever the advan- 
tages which might have accrued to the kingdom, 
had Ladislas, who succeeded his father as King 
of Poland, been at the same time Czar of Muscovy. 

Sigismond III., whose reign was so disastrous to 
Poland, kept up intimate relations with the house 
of Austria. The Emperor invited him to take part 
with him against the Protestants of Germany, in 
what is historically termed “the Thirty Years’ 
War.” Sigismond complied with this request, and 
sent the Emperor of Austria some of his Cossack 
regiments, who rendered great service to the 
Austrian forces by their mode of fighting ; as by 
their nightly attacks they harassed the enemy. 

Whilst the Emperor was on the one hand 
engaged “in the Thirty Years’ War,” he was on 
the other embroiled with Turkey. The Sultan, 
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in revenge for the aid which the Poles had afforded 
the Austrians, entered Moldavia with a consider- 
able force. 

Sigismond III. sent his able general Zolkiewski 
against the Turks, but as the Polish army was 
much smaller than that of the Turks, it was 
defeated on the battlefield of Cecora, in Moldavia, 
her general killed, and many of his soldiers taken 
prisoners. 

After this unfortunate campaign, rendered more 
deplorable by the loss of so great a general, who 
was universally regretted, the Sultan Osman, at 
the head of 300,000 Mussulmans, confident in the 
number and valour of his army, marched towards the 
frontier of Poland with the intention of subjugating 
the entire kingdom. 

At this alarming news a Diet was convoked in 
all haste, at which it was determined that there 
should be a levte en masse , in order to drive away 
the terrible Mussulman scourge. But before this 
levte en masse could be organised the Hetman 
Chodkiewicz, who had succeeded Zolkiewski as 
commander-in-chief, crossed the river Dniester with 
35,000 soldiers and 30,000 Cossacks, camped under 
the walls of the fortress of Chocim, and there 
awaited the enemy, to whom, on his appearance, he 
gave battle, and, notwithstanding the disproportion 
of the two armies, the Turks were utterly routed. 
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The Moslems left on the battlefield, besides the 
dead, guns, tents, and provisions. The son of the 
Polish king was present at this battle, and fought 
under the command of the Hetman Chodkiewicz. 

After this brilliant victory a peace was con- 
cluded with Turkey ; and I think I am justified 
in saying that, by this victory, the whole of Western 
Europe was saved from Mussulman invasion. So 
likewise was it eighty years later, when Sobieski 
routed the Turks under the walls of Vienna. 

The successful Polish general unhappily did not 
long survive his brilliant victory. Worn out by 
the fatigue of being in the saddle for days together, 
overcome by alternate heat and rain, he became 
dangerously ill, and died in the camp before he 
could conduct his victorious soldiers in triumph to 
their homes. 

Whilst these events were taking place in the 
southern provinces, Gustavus Adolphus, who had 
succeeded to the throne of Sweden, marched into 
the northern province of Livonia, where there 
were no Polish troops to resist him (all having 
been sent against the Turks), and took posses- 
sion of this Polish province. Gustavus Adolphus, 
however, proposed to restore it to Poland on 
condition that Sigismond III. would renounce 
all claim to the crown of Sweden, to which the 
Polish sovereign was the rightful heir, But in this 
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matter, as in all previous ones, the Polish king 
acted with the same obstinacy, and the same 
disregard for the interests of his kingdom. He 
would not accept the terms offered by Gustavus 
Adolphus, and by his refusal Poland lost the entire 
province of Livonia with the exception of the city 
of Dynabourg, as Sweden annexed the province of 
Livonia as well as some cities pertaining to that of 
Courland. 

The Polish troops, receiving no pay, nearly all 
revolted, and, deaf to the entreaties of their officers, 
dispersed themselves throughout the country and 
in the small towns, and pillaged the poor inhabitants 
wherever they went. 

The selection of Sigismond III. as King of 
Poland had not proved fortunate. Respect for the 
memory of the Jaguellon dynasty had not reaped 
the fruits it deserved. What added to the mis- 
fortune of Sigismond’s tenure of the throne was 
its long duration of forty-five years. 

There were many learned men who lived during 
this long reign. Perhaps this fact is the only 
bright and redeeming circumstance in it. 

The Poles now began to be habituated to the 
loss, one after another, of their dependent provinces 
— losses caused by the miserable mistakes made by 
their sovereigns. 
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TWELFTH MORNING . 

1632 — 1669. 

LADISLAS IV., the eldest son of Sigismond III. 
(a Swedish prince of the house of Vaza), was well 
known for his personal valour, having taken part 
during his father’s reign in the battles against the 
Swedes, the Turks, and the Muscovites. 

On the death of Sigismond III. Ladislas was 
immediately elected King of Poland, a proceeding 
which spared the kingdom all the miseries attendant 
on an interregnum. 

In 1633, after the successful campaign against 
the Muscovites, in which the important fortified 
city of Smolensk, as well as other territory, was 
taken, a treaty advantageous to Poland was con- 
cluded. Soon afterwards, through the intervention 
of England and France, another treaty was made 
between Poland and Sweden by which the King of 
Sweden restored to Poland a part of Prussia which 
had been annexed by Sweden. Thus the reign 
of Ladislas IV. commenced auspiciously with 
regard to external matters. This being so, the new 
king turned his attention to the internal adminis- 
tration of the country ; but the religious dissensions 
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which had sprung up during his father’s lifetime, 
and the oppressions exercised by the Catholics 
over the other religious professions, frustrated all 
his good intentions. 

The Cossacks, instigated by Austria, from time 
to time invaded Turkey: these incursions led 
to war. The Cossacks had so increased and 
multiplied that they now occupied immense 
tracts on each side of the river Dnieper: they 
were independent and free. They belonged to the 
Greek Church. The great landed Polish proprietors 
in these Southern provinces were of course members 
of the Roman branch of the Church Catholic. 

Through the intrigues of the Jesuits, and at 
the instigation of Austria, the Cossacks revolted 
against their suzerain, the King of Poland, and 
made raids into Turkey by order of Austria, whose 
policy was to embroil Poland with Turkey, the 
latter power considering the attacks of the Cossacks 
tantamount to those made by the Poles. 

This revolt of the Cossacks was soon put down 
by the energy and valour of the forces under the 
command of Hetman Potocki. These wild and 
turbulent horsemen after their defeat sued for 
pardon, and a war with Turkey was averted. 

The advantage arising from the suppression of 
this revolt was very transitory, and proved in the 
end very fatal to Poland, as the execution of the 
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Cossack Attaman by the Poles, and the reduction 
of the wild and bold Cossacks caused these rude 
warriors to hate the Polish Catholic nobles, a hatred 
which proved so inimical to Poland in the future. 

Notwithstanding the bright omens which marked 
the beginning of the reign of Ladislas IV., the sad 
condition of the kingdom was but slightly ameli- 
orated. Unhappily the bitter quarrels of the nobles 
were incessant ; their only unanimity consisted in 
trying to foil the good intentions of their kings. 

They now suspected Ladislas of wishing to 
deprive them (by the aid of the Cossacks of the 
Ukraine and of the other southern provinces of 
Poland) of those extra privileges which he had 
granted them. Therefore at the Diet held in 
1646 they compelled him to break the treaties he 
had made, to disband the militia, and to retain only 
1,200 guards. 

Ladislas IV. wished to create an “ Order of 
Merit,” as a recognition of personal valour and 
talent in his hetmans and other military and civil 
officials. He wished also to introduce into his 
kingdom ranks of nobility similar to those exist- 
ing in other countries — princes, marquises, counts, 
barons, knights. The Polish nobles refused to 
subscribe to this proposition, alleging that the title 
of Polish “gentleman” was equal to all the afore- 
said titles, because it was possible for any Polish 
gentleman to become king of Poland. 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



1 66 POLAND : HER GLORY, 

In 1638 an unfortunate incident happened to 
Jean Casimir, brother of King Ladislas, and 
youngest son of Sigismond III. Intending to 
travel in Spain he was on his way thither by sea, 
when, as he suffered greatly from the voyage, he 
determined to rest awhile at Marseilles before pro- 
ceeding further. Unhappily for him, at that time 
France was at war with Spain, and the French, 
taking the prince for a Spanish spy, imprisoned him 
in Marseilles, pretending that he had been sent by 
Spain to reconnoitre the coasts of France, and 
then afterwards to guide the Spanish fleet in any 
attack. After two years* imprisonment he was 
released, on the assurance of the ambassador of the 
Republic of Poland, accredited to the French 
government, that the prince would never fight 
against France. Jean Casimir was so disgusted 
with this treatment that he repaired to Rome, 
entered the Order of the Jesuits, and was soon 
afterwards promoted by the Pope to the Cardinalate. 

A shameful event, fraught with great disaster for 
Poland, took place in the Ukraine about this time. 
Ladislas IV. made a present of a village in the 
Ukraine to a Polish gentleman named Bohdan 
Chmielnicki, as a reward for his bravery in the war 
against the Muscovites. Bohdan belonged to the 
Greek Church. The agent of a noble Polish 
seigneur, who had vast possessions in the Ukraine, 
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became his bitter enemy. The wicked steward 
seized the village which the king had presented to 
Bohdan, afterwards seduced his wife, and put to 
death his son. 

Bohdan Chmielnicki, it is scarcely necessary to 
say, vowed eternal vengeance against this infamous 
agent and his master the Polish noble. All the 
Cossack population sympathised with their co- 
religionist, and also swore vengeance against every 
Pole and Catholic. Throughout the Ukraine, and 
throughout the southern provinces professing the 
Greek faith, a terrible revolt against the Poles 
burst forth. 

Bohdan Chmielnicki immediately put himself at 
the head of the Cossacks, and started for the Crimea 
to solicit the aid of the Han (the Mussulman 
prince) of the Tartars. The Tartars were only too 
glad of an opportunity of invading any country 
which offered them a prospect of pillage. They 
flocked to the standard of Bohdan, who marched to 
Lemberg, the capital of Little Russia, from which 
city he levied supplies. He then wrote to Ladislas 
to redress the crimes of which his subjects had been 
guilty. 

The death of the king prevented him from 
listening to the appeal of Chmielnicki, who pro- 
ceeded with his army to the walls of the fortress 
of Zamosc, where, living on the supplies which his 
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army gathered from the neighbouring country, he 
awaited the election of the new king. 

Ladislas died on the 28th of May, 1648, in his 
fifty-third year, after a reign of sixteen years. 

Jean Casimir Vaza (brother of King Ladislas, 
the one who had been imprisoned in France, and 
was afterwards created a cardinal by the Pope) was 
elected King of Poland. Chmielnicki acknowledged 
him as his sovereign, on condition that the Cossack 
population should no longer be dependent upon the 
Catholic Polish nobles who possessed property in 
the southern provinces, and that the Jesuits should 
no longer be permitted to interfere with their faith. 
After having made this condition of submission, he 
withdrew his army to the Ukraine. 

Ladislas IV. was well educated, and spoke 
several languages fluently. His travels in foreign 
countries had given him much knowledge of man- 
kind, by which knowledge Poland would have 
greatly benefited had the nobles been able to 
appreciate such advantages. The king was so 
extravagant, and his servants so robbed him, that 
he was often reduced to great privations. 

Ladislas IV. was twice married. His first wife 
was the daughter of Ferdinand, Emperor of Austria ; 
his second, Marie de Nevers, Princess of Mantua, 
who, after his death, married Jean Casimir, his 
brother and successor. 
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During the reign of Ladislas IV. science and 
literature began to feel the sad consequences of the 
religious intolerance which had been introduced by 
the Jesuits in the reign of Sigismond III. The 
instruction given in the schools and universities of 
the Jesuits was fatal to Poland. 

Jean Casimir, after his election, was crowned 
King of Poland the 17th of January, 1649. 

Soon after his coronation the new king sent a 
deputation, or rather a commission, to inquire into 
the complaint of Bohdan Chmielnicki. 

The commissioners found him in a very different 
mood from that which he had shown under the 
walls of Zamosc, when the newly chosen king had 
appointed him Attaman (supreme chief) of the Cos- 
sacks, and sent him the staff of command and 
standard as tokens of the Attaman’s supremacy 
over all the Cossacks. Though he always showed 
the king respect as a subject, yet he never ceased 
to declaim in violent terms against the oppression 
of the great Polish nobles and the Catholic clergy 
over the population who belonged to the Greek 
Church. This oppression had gone to the extent 
of making serfs of the oppressed races. 

This Attaman, having acquired immense influence 
over his people, conceived the idea of proclaiming 
himself King of the Ukraine and the adjacent 
provinces ; but not yet daring to put his ambitious 
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designs into execution, he feigned submission to 
the king, at the same time imposing the following 
conditions before so doing : first, that the Cossack 
population should be restored to the independence 
and liberties they possessed before they had been 
reduced to a state of serfdom; secondly, the expul- 
sion of the Jesuits and Jews; thirdly, that the 
union between the Ruthens and the Latin Church 
should be dissolved ; fourthly, that all offices in 
these provinces should be filled by members of the 
Greek Church ; fifthly, that the king would deliver up 
to him the infamous superintendent who had seized 
his property, seduced his wife, and slain his son. 

These conditions were not accepted by the 
Polish nobles, and war ensued between the Pole and 
Cossacks. The Cossacks had the Tartars as allies. 

Poland could only muster 9,000 combatants when 
it entered Podolia. A fortified city in this southern 
province was further strengthened and defended for 
two months against an enormous army of Cossacks 
and Tartars. 

The Poles were reduced at last to the greatest 
straits. Heroically did they defend themselves. 
At last, famine-stricken, they began to despair, 
when an arrow fell over the walls of the fort bear- 
ing the glad tidings that King Jean Casimir was 
coming to their relief. 

The king shortly afterwards arrived with an 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



HER SUFFERINGS, IIER OVERTHROW. I 7 1 

army of 18,000 men, and had an interview with the 
Han (prince) of the Tartars ; the same who in the 
reign of Ladislas IV. had been made a prisoner, 
and was afterwards released by that king. The 
Han, influenced by the memory of this generous 
act, abandoned the Cossacks and united his forces 
with those of the King Jean Casimir. 

Chmielnicki, finding himself betrayed by his 
Tarter allies, made also his submission, and fell at 
the king’s feet and implored his pardon. 

After the humiliating submission which Chmiel- 
nicki had been obliged to make it might have been 
expected he would have remained tranquil, but this 
vindictive man ceased not to trouble Poland. He 
wrote to the Czar of Muscovy and to the King 
of Sweden, and went himself to the Han of the 
Tartars to devise a plan of a simultaneous descent 
on Poland. He himself would join the combined 
armies at the head of his own forces, and so that 
by dismembering the kingdom of Poland he might 
rid its southern provinces of the oppression of the 
Polish Catholic nobles. 

King Jean Casimir hearing of this fresh act of 
perfidy on the part of Chmielnicki, and seeing that 
this ambitious man was determined to unsettle 
the Republic, convoked a Diet, which unanimously 
ordered a levie en masse . One hundred thousand 
nobles entered the Ukraine. 
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The force of the Cossack and Tartar army was 
threefold that of the Poles, but notwithstanding 
this disparity, after ten days of hard fighting it was 
completely routed by the Poles. Unhappily the 
Polish nobles, with their characteristic want of 
perseverance, instead of pursuing their enemies 
after this victory and rendering them powerless to 
do further harm, dispersed and returned home, and 
the king finding himself thus deserted also returned 
to Warsaw. 

Chmielnicki, having escaped capture, reappeared 
on the scene and imposed fresh conditions, at the 
same time promising not to fight against Poland if 
he were guaranteed that the Poles would leave him 
the province of Moldavia, and give the daughter of 
the Hospodar of thatDanubian province in marriage 
to his son. 

A portion of the Polish troops, relying on the 
promise of the Attaman of the Cossacks, remained 
without fear in garrison in a small village in the 
Ukraine. But this treacherous man, who had so 
frequently made his submission to the King of 
Poland, carried away by his hatred to the Poles, 
unexpectedly fell upon the garrison and slew every 
soldier in it. He then, with all the Cossack popu- 
lation, submitted to the Czar of Muscovy. 

On the news of this iniquitous event reaching 
Warsaw, then a royal residence, it created an ' 
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extraordinary commotion amongst the Polish 
inhabitants, and as, unhappily for the country, it 
was then utterly disorganised, many of the nobles, 
instead of taking energetic measures to reform 
their country, and once for all to stamp out these 
incessant revolts, collected all their riches and left 
Poland. 

Alas! this conduct was but the precursor of 
further misfortunes for Poland — misfortunes follow- 
ing each other in rapid succession throughout the 
miserable reign of Jean Casimir. The Musco- 
vites, to whom Chmielnicki with all his Cossacks 
had submitted, incited by the terrible and bitter 
enemy of Poland, invaded and besieged the large 
cities of Smolensk, Polock, and Witebsk, where, 
under former kings, Polish blood was freely shed 
to conquer and annex them to Poland. In 1652 
the Diet convoked had begun to take the necessary 
steps to defend the country against these invasions, 
when a despicable Polish gentleman, probably in 
the pay of the Muscovites, and perhaps intoxicated 
at the time, cried out, “ I am opposed to that 
measure,” and this sinister cry obliged the Diet to 
dissolve without arriving at any decision. 

Here we must notice an anomaly, devoid of 
common sense, introduced by the Polish nobles of 
that period into the laws of their country ; for 
whilst in all other nations governed by representa- 
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tives, or parliaments, or chambers of deputies, or 
federal councils, or congresses, every question con- 
cerning the good of the country was decided by 
the majority of the representatives, in Poland all 
questions discussed at the Diet were compelled to 
be carried, if carried, by the unanimous votes of all 
its members ; so a drunkard or a traitor in the pay 
of the enemy saying, “ I shall not permit it,” or “ I 
oppose,” could cause the dissolution of the Diet 
without its arriving at any decisive result, and if 
the question were such as demanded to be finally 
dealt with, it was necessary to convoke a new Diet 
in order to reconsider and determine such questions 
as had not been carried unanimously by the 
previous diet. 

With such insane laws it is easy to imagine how 
impossible it was to remedy the evils gnawing at 
the heart of Poland and plunging her deeper and 
deeper into those disorders which eventually caused 
her partition between her three powerful neighbours. 

The misfortunes of Poland, commenced in the 
reign of Sigismond III., and which continued increas- 
ing more and more during that of his successors, 
may be traced to the Jesuits by whom Sigismond 
III. surrounded himself, and by whose counsels 
religious intolerance crept in. In addition to this 
pernicious influence were the faults of the petulant 
nobles, who arrogated to themselves the right to 
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direct the affairs of the country, and as these im- 
prudent nobles gave themselves up more and more 
to luxury and personal quarrels, the country suffered 
greatly from these causes. 

The second king of this sad epoch, Ladislas IV., 
was brave, well educated, and wise. He laboured 
to promote his country’s welfare, and to introduce 
order into the kingdom ; but the nobles, holding 
tenaciously to privileges of their orders, hindered 
the accomplishment of his designs, and thus pre- 
venting him from delivering his kingdom from the 
state of anarchy into which it had fallen. 

As for the third king, Jean Casimir, every pos- 
sible calamity occurred to sadden his reign ; and 
not only did these calamities happen in succession, 
or come together, but, in addition the policy pur- 
sued by the king, led to the complete ruin of the 
country — the war with the Swedes, which ended 
disastrously for Poland. 

A Pole, named Radziejowski, did not live on 
good terms with his wife, and the king counselled 
her to seek a divorce. In this she succeeded, and, 
strong in the support of the sovereign, she went 
and lived in one of his chateaux. The offended 
husband, with his followers, attacked the 
chateau, and drove his wife away. On hearing 
of this proceeding, the king commanded criminal 
proceedings to be instituted against the husband, 
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and the legal tribunal condemned the husband to 
death, the judges thinking that by this severe 
verdict they would please the king. But the great 
seigneur did not wait for his execution, but fled 
to the Court of Sweden, where the young. King 
Charles Gustavus then .reigned. To him he 
represented the sad condition of Poland, advising 
him to take advantage of the anarchy which 
reigned in it, and effect its conquest. 

The King of Sweden listened to the traitor, and 
collected an army of 17,000 soldiers. The army 
of Charles Gustavus entered Pomerania and Great 
Poland under the command of Radziejowski. By 
his advice the Polish nobles of the invaded pro- 
vinces ranged themselves on the side of the King 
of Sweden, whom they called “ the Protector of 
Poland.” At the same time the Muscovites 
entered Lithuania, and the Cossacks, who were 
then in their service, camped under the walls of 
Lemberg, the capital of Red Russia. 

The King of Poland, seeing that he could not 
successfully oppose these invasions, fled to Silesia, 
and the young King of Sweden, being already 
master of the greater part of Poland, said “that 
it was not necessary for him to be elected King of 
Poland, for he had created himself king by the 
sabre which he carried at his side.” This young 
monarch, proud of his conquest, having entered 
Cracow, desired to visit the tombs of the Polish 
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kings in the cathedral, and to hear of their varied 
exploits. Having stopped before the mausoleum 
of Ladislas III., “ the Short,” he asked for what 
special feat he had been distinguished. The 
Canon who was showing him over the Cathedral 
replied, “ By his bravery and perseverance ; for 
thrice was he driven away by his competitors 
for the throne of Poland, and thrice he tried to 
regain it and was finally crowned, and remained 
on the throne until his death.” The young king, 
presumptuous, like most young men, replied, 
“Your present king, Jean Casimir, will not return 
from exile ; for I am at present your king, and 
shall not cease to be so.” To which the Canon 
replied, “ God is all powerful ! and in His wisdom 
can change events according to His supreme will.” 

Indeed the retribution and chastisement had 
not yet fallen upon the Polish nobles. 

A monk (from “ The Mount of Light ” cloister, 
near the city of Czestochowa, where was an image 
of the Holy Virgin, said to have been found in the 
Nazarene house in which our Lord Jesus Christ 
was brought up when an infant) had such a fervent 
belief in the omniscience of the Divine power that 
he persuaded the small garrison of Czestochowa to 
fortify and defend it, to the last extremity, against 
the (in his view) Swedish heretics, who had made 
themselves masters of the greater portion of 
Poland, and wished to seize the cloister, as 
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they knew it contained great riches, which they 
were desirous of appropriating. 

The great faith of the monk Kordecki saved 
Poland, as the little garrison defended themselves 
with such extraordinary courage that, notwith- 
standing the force of the besiegers was ten times 
more numerous than that of the besieged in 
the fortress, it was never taken by the Swedes, 
and this heroic defence so increased the faith of 
the Poles in the interposition of the Holy Virgin 
in their behalf that the nation rose en masse and 
drove them out. 

This image of the Virgin was proclaimed to 
possess the power of working miracles, and to it 
was given the title of “ Queen of Poland.** The 
belief in the miracle that the Holy Virgin is said 
thus to have exercised in behalf of Poland con- 
tinues to this day; for on the 8th September 
yearly pilgrimages of “ the faithful ** are made to 
her shrine from all parts of ancient Poland. 
Sometimes the number amounts to more than 

200.000. 

King Jean Casimir quitted Silesia and returned 
to Warsaw, which, since the reign of Sigismond 

111., was the capital of Poland, and where may 
still be seen his statue, erected by his eldest 
son Ladislas IV., on a monument facing the 
chateau of the ancient kings of Poland. 

In the reign of Jean Casimir glorious deeds were 
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performed by the Hetman Czarnecki, who, from 
being a simple and humble gentleman, raised 
himself by his bravery and military skill to the 
highest rank in the army, several times defeating 
the Cossacks, of whom a portion had separated 
from Chmielnicki and had submitted to the domi- 
nation of Poland. He also conquered the Swedes 
and Muscovites. But these partial triumphs could 
net do much to aid and save the country. 

Queen Marie Louise of Nevers — who after the 
death of her husband (the preceding king) married 
his successor and brother, Jean Casimir, who, 
although a cardinal, having been elected King 
of Poland, obtained permission from the Pope to 
marry — being a French woman, was anxious 
that, during the lifetime of the king, his successor 
to the throne should be nominated, proposed as 
such successor the great Cond£, who might, per- 
haps, have been the saviour of Poland ; but in 
this, as in all other circumstances, the Polish 
nobles, headed by the great seigneur Lubomirski, 
opposed this prudent suggestion, that might have 
proved so salutary to the country. 

After the death of the queen, Jean Casimir, 
worn out by the misfortunes which occurred during 
his reign, and seeing that he was powerless to 
introduce any reformation, abdicated in 1669, and 
retired to a convent in France, where he died 
in 1672. 
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THIRTEENTH MORNING ■ 

1669— 1733. 

Immediately after the abdication of Jean Casimir, 
the Primate of Gniezno convoked a Diet, to meet 
upon the plain of Vola, near Warsaw, in order to 
decide upon whom the vacant crown should be 
bestowed. 

The partisans of the French Prince de Cond6, 
amongst whom were the Primate himself, and the 
Hetman of the army, Jean Sobieski, again proposed 
that prince for the throne, but the majority of the 
nobles, remembering that Marie Louise, the French 
princess, and widow of Jean Casimir, had proposed 
Cond6 as her husband’s successor, would not elect a 
Frenchman, they being moved by hatred to the 
widow, and desiring rather to have a Pole for their 
king. In 1699, therefore, from gratitude to the great 
seigneur of the Ukraine, who had lost an immense 
fortune in the service of the Republic during the 
wars against the revolted Cossacks, and who had 
died shortly afterwards, they elected his son, the 
young Michael Wisniowiecki, who was far from rich. 

The king, who was but thirty years old, desired 
to do the best he could for his country. He 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



HER SUFFERINGS, HER OVERTHROW. 1 8 1 

was well educated, and a good linguist ; but, unfor- 
tunately for the nation in this period of con- 
tinued wars and intestine trouble, he had no’ 
military genius, — so from the commencement of 
his reign the enthusiasm with which he had been 
elected began to cool. His marriage with the sister 
of Leopold, Emperor of Austria, was another cause 
of almost universal discontent, as the Austrian 
princesses, who had by marriage become queens 
of Poland, nearly always brought misfortune with 
them. 

The inability of the king for military command 
led him to sign a humiliating treaty with the Sultan 
Mahomet IV., who, in 1672, invaded Poland at the 
head of 80,000 men, reaching the walls of Lemberg, 
the capital of Red Russia. 

The Diet, convoked in all haste at Warsaw, 
would not ratify so shameful a compact, and 
decided to carry on the war against the Mussul- 
mans — a war in which the young and inexperienced 
king was obliged to assist With this object he 
started for Lemberg, but on his way he fell ill and 
died, November 10, 1673, after a reign of four 
years — a reign for him of continual deception and 
incessant sorrow ; and for his country most unfor- 
tunate, not only on account of his faults, but because 
of the various unfavourable circumstances which, 
since the commencement of the reign of Sigismond 
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III., of the Swedish house of Vaza, had not ceased 
to overwhelm Poland. 

The day after his death, November II, 1673, 
Jean Sobieski, the Grand Hetman of the Polish 
army of 45,000 men, gained an important victory 
over the Turks, who numbered 80,000 men. All the 
guns, with the provisions for the Turkish army, as 
well as the fortress of Chocim, fell into the hands 
of the Poles, as trophies of this splendid victory. 

After the death of Michael Wisniowiecki, April 
20, 1674, was appointed for the election of his 
successor to the throne. 

Never since the Polish throne had been declared 
elective, that is, since 1573, had there been so many 
candidates for the crown as after the unexpected 
death of the young king, the aspirants being four- 
teen in number. Amongst them were three French 
princes, two of whom were afterwards kings of 
England — James, Duke of York, who, after flying 
from his kingdom, resided at St Germain-en-Laye, 
in France, and William, Prince of Orange, at one 
time Stadtholder of Holland, and later, King of 
England; one Spaniard, Don Juan of Austria, 
natural son of Philip, King of Spain ; a Prince of 
Modena ; a Danish Prince — Charles Duke of Lor- 
raine ; a son of the elector of Brandenbourg, and 
four other German princes. 

Jean Sobieski, confiding the command of his 
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army to a skilful captain, hastened to Warsaw for 
the election, and to support the candidature of the 
French Prince de Cond6, under whom in his youth 
he had fought in the French wars ; but as Sobieski’s 
recent victories had given him considerable prestige, 
a Woievode (governor of a province in Red Russia) 
cried out with enthusiasm, “Who can be more 
worthy of the crown than the great Hetman, Jean 
Sobieski, who, by his personal valour and his 
military talents, has saved Poland from the humi- 
liation to which she was exposed by the shameful 
treaty entered into in the preceding reign ?” This 
patriotic proposal of the Woievode was received 
with acclamations of joy by nearly the whole of 
the nobles, and consequently, on May 21, 1674, 
Jean Sobieski was elected king, under the title of 
Jean III. 

But as the war with Turkey was not yet ended, 
the new king, postponing his coronation, retained 
his baton of command, with his title of Hetman, 
hastened to the battlefield, and finished by driving 
out the Turks from the Polish territory. A fortress 
called Trembowola, with a small garrison, was 
besieged by the Turks. The soldiers, under the 
command of Chrzanowski, made a gallant defence, 
but as the walls of the fortress began to suffer and 
provisions were running short, the commander, 
after convoking a council of war, composed of the 
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officers of the garrison, decided to capitulate. On 
hearing of this shameful determination on the part 
of her husband, his wife, an heroic Pole, entered the 
council chamber holding a dagger in her hand, and, 
approaching her husband, declared that if he dared 
to capitulate she would stab him first, and herself 
afterwards. The heroism of this woman produced 
such an effect upon her husband, as well as upon 
the members of the council, that they determined 
to carry on the almost desperate defence of the 
fortress; and soon after Jean Sobieski arrived 
with an army and raised the seige. Thus by the 
patriotism and courage of this noble Polish lady, 
the disgrace of a capitulation was prevented, and 
Sobieski, having made as good terms as was 
possible with the Turks, returned to Cracow, where 
he was crowned, February 2, 1675. 

The new king, who was not only brave, but 
possessed real military genius, would perhaps 
have rendered great service to Poland, and have 
relieved her from her downfall by conquering the 
enemies of her country, had his character been 
energetic, and if he had not given himself up to 
the influence of his French wife, Marie Casimire 
d’Arquien. 

This ambitious woman, who was the daughter 
of a simple French gentleman, having in vain asked 
of Louis XIV., King of France, the title of princess 
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when she married (as second husband) the great 
Hetman Sobieski, when the latter was proclaimed 
King of Poland, to avenge herself she induced him 
to break his alliance with France and seek the 
friendship of Austria, who was then at war with 
the former country. King Sobieski blindly listened 
to her, and acted as she wished. Thus a treaty 
was made with Austria, which was attended with 
the usual unfortunate results. 

Through the pernicious influence of this ambi- 
tious woman, the king gradually lost the sympathy 
of the nation that had so enthusiastically elected 
him for its sovereign in recognition of his bravery. 

In the famous battle which the Polish king, Jean 
Sobieski, fought against 300,000 Turks under the 
command of the Grand Vizier Kara Mustapha, in 
the siege of Vienna in 1683, the king obtained 
complete victory. It was a most glorious battle, 
resulting in the retreat of the Mussulmans in the 
greatest disorder, and the deliverance of Vienna 
from their power — a victory that delivered the 
whole of Christian Europe from the barbarous 
inroads of the Turks, and was the means of 
rescuing thousands of Christians from the Moslem 
yoke. 

In this memorable contest some incidents are 
worth relating, for it was, and is, and ever will be 
memorable. 
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When the Turks, to the number of 300,000 men, 
with 400 cannon, entered Austria with the inten- 
tion not only of conquering it, but also the whole 
of Christian Europe, and converting it to Islamism, 
they besieged Vienna. The city, though fortified, 
was not calculated to offer protracted resistance, 
as it only possessed a garrison of 16,000 men. The 
emperor had fled, leaving his capital without any 
adequate defence ; for what could so weak a garrison 
do against so powerful and barbarous a force ? 

The Emperor of Austria, feeling convinced that 
none of the great powers of Europe would come to 
his aid in order to deliver the besieged capital, 
besought the Pope to intercede with the King of 
Poland on his behalf, as he was well known as a 
zealous Catholic, in order that, as his nearest neigh- 
bour, he should come with his valiant army to the 
succour of Austria and of Christendom, so seriously 
menaced by the Mussulmans. 

In answer to this prayer, the Pope despatched an 
apostolic nuncio, named Pallavicini, who, with 
Count Vilczek, ambassador extraordinary of the 
Emperor of Austria, arrived at Cracow one morning 
as King Sobieski was on his way to mass. They 
threw themselves on their knees before him, and 
begged him to save Austria, and, as the nuncio 
added, “ Christendom as well.” 

The king, who was a very pious and true Chris- 
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tian, immediately decided to do so, and putting 
himself at the head of 30,000 Poles, who were com- 
manded by his son, arrived, August 15, 1683, under 
the walls of Kalemberg, a town situated in the 
mountains not far from Vienna. 

The Austrian capital was already in extreme 
danger, for its fortifications had begun to suffer from 
the continued cannonading and assaults to which it 
had been subjected by the siege. 

The contingent of the small principalities of 
Germany, under Charles, Duke of Lorraine, George, 
Elector of Saxony, and other German and Austrian 
generals, to the number of 40,000 in all, were imme- 
diately placed under the authority and command 
of the King of Poland. On September 12, 1683, 
the army, composed of 30,000 Poles and 40,000 
Germans, Austrians, Saxons, and Bavarians, on its 
organisation being complete, began its march from 
Kalemberg, and drew near to Vienna. The son of 
King Sobieski received his father’s orders to attack 
with his hussars the tent of the Grand Vizier. This 
attack of Alexander (the king’s son) with several great 
captains was so impetuous, so severe, and so ably con- 
ducted, that at once a panic was created among the 
Mussulmans. The king, seeing this, commanded all 
the troops at his disposal, and who were skilfully 
placed, to attack the besiegers on all sides with the 
utmost vigour ; and this was done so successfully 
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that the enemy was not able to resist, and fled so 
precipitately that by evening the city was com- 
pletely emancipated, the Turks in their flight 
leaving behind them their camps, in which immense 
riches, in precious arms, in cannon, and every 
object of oriental luxury, were found. 

The next day, 13 th September, the King of 
Poland entered the capital of Austria at the head 
of his army, surrounded by his staff, composed of 
the Polish and German generals who had distin- 
guished themselves in the battle of the previous 
day. They were saluted with an enthusiasm easy 
to be understood, and blessed by the inhabitants of 
the city as their liberators. 

The Emperor Leopold I., on the news of the 
brilliant victory gained by the King of Poland, and 
of the deliverance of his capital, came from the 
place where, like a coward, he had hidden himself 
on the approach of danger, instead of sharing it 
with his subjects, and met the conqueror very coldly. 

The King of Poland did not remain long at 
Vienna, nor did he relax his activity. He pursued 
the Turks as far as Hungary, where he narrowly 
escaped being killed in battle on October 8, 1683. 
Happily this catastrophe did not occur, and the 
next day (9th October) he took his revenge by 
gaining a fresh victory over the Turks, whom he 
finally compelled to quit the country. 
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By these two victories, so memorable in the 
annals of war, King Sobieski freed not only Vienna, 
but at the same time saved Christendom from the 
Turkish rule, and drove out of Hungary the 
Mussulmans who had been, during a very long 
period, the masters of the greatest portion of that 
kingdom, and occupied several of its fortresses. 

After having saved the Empire, and delivered 
Europe from the further invasion of the Turk, re- 
ceiving nothing in return but the basest ingratitude, 
and without benefiting his country in the least, 
Sobieski re-entered Cracow on 23d December 1683. 

Two years later, in 1685, he undertook another 
war against Turkey, being desirous to conquer the 
two Danubian provinces of Moldavia and Wallachia, 
vassals of Constantinople, in order to place his two 
sons, James and Alexander, upon the thrones of 
these provinces as Hospodars. But as this war 
was undertaken in the personal interest of the 
king, who, seeing the continued disputes between 
his wife, Marie Casimire, and his sons, desired to 
put an end to them by sending his sons away from 
Poland, the nation did not second him in the 
war, which consequently was not successful, and 
created a growing repugnance (which had already 
begun to manifest itself at the time of the intrigues 
of his wife) towards the brave king, who, had it not 
been for this mischievous woman, would have been 
adored to the end of his reign. 
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The general discontent of the nation at length 
reached such a pitch that the nobles seriously 
entertained the idea of dethroning their great and 
valiant warrior-king. He was so harassed that 
willingly he would have abdicated, but his in- 
triguing wife, ambitious as well as wily, made 
him retain his crown Though tired with life he 
dragged on his old age in sorrow, abandoned by his 
subjects, and incessantly annoyed by his unworthy 
wife, who allowed him no repose. 

During his reign he built a magnificent palace 
not far from Warsaw, which is called Willanow 
(new town), which is well worthy of a visit on 
account of the curiosities it contains, and the trees 
which the king so delighted to plant, which are to 
this day the ornament of the garden of Willanow. 

He died in this palace, July 10, 1696. 

His reign of twenty-two years was remarkable 
for the glory of his victories ; but these brought no 
profit to Poland. 

Like the Italian Bona, wife of Sigismond I., 
Marie Casimire by her avariciousness impover- 
ished the country. 

Immediately after his death his son James, feel- 
ing convinced that he should succeed his father on 
the throne, hastened to the royal castle at Warsaw, 
and exacted from the guard the oath of fidelity ; 
but his mother, who detested him, and who was also 
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enraged that her son refused her entrance to the royal 
castle, by her intrigues succeeded in persuading 
the nobles that her son was incapable of ruling, 
and that if elected king the country would be 
ruined, was successful in getting an interregnum 
proclaimed. 

Candidates for the throne of Poland were not 
wanting. Though not so numerous as at the pre- 
ceding election, still they were six in number, 
namely, Prince Janes Sobieski ; Prince Bourbon 
Conti ; Frederick Augustus II., Elector of Saxony; 
Leopold, Prince of Lorraine ; Louis, Prince of Baden ; 
and Odeschalchi, nephew to Pope Innocent XI. 

Amongst the nobles two distinct parties were 
formed, of which one preferred Prince Bourbon 
Conti, and the other the Elector of Saxony, Fred- 
erick Augustus II. As the latter lived nearer to 
Poland, he was the first to arrive in the country and 
to take the oath of the “ Pacta con venta,” and was im- 
mediately crowned at Cracow, 1 5th September 1696. 

Whilst the Elector Frederick Augustus II. of 
Saxony enforced recognition of himself as King of 
Poland, the French Prince Bourbon Conti, elected 
by a part of the nation, arrived by sea at Dantzig, 
where his partizans awaited him ; but as he was 
not supported by France, and the Elector of 
Saxony had already been crowned, he retired 
from the competition and returned again by sea to 
France. 
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Frederick Augustus II. was known throughout 
Europe as a brave and valiant man, and having 
wisely ruled his own electorate of Saxony, there 
was cause to hope that he would raise his new 
kingdom from the deplorable condition in which it 
had been for nearly 100 years. 

The commencement of his reign was auspicious. 
His relations with the Empire of Austria were 
amicable. The rich salt mines of Wieliczka, which 
Austria had obtained from Poland as a guarantee 
for a debt contracted by the latter, were restored. 
The peace of Carlowitz having been concluded 
between Austria and Turkey, the latter gave up to 
Poland the fortress of Kamieniec, and a portion of 
the province of Podolia. 

Frederick Augustus having succeeded in these two 
enterprises, thought he might recover Livonia from 
the Swedes, over whom the young King Charles 
XII. reigned. 

To accomplish this he entered into alliance with 
the Czar of Muscovy and with the King of Denmark, 
and then declared war against the Swedish mon- 
arch ; but woe befell him, for the young King 
Charles XII., with the celerity and enthusiasm 
which characterised his youth, first gained a victory 
over the Danes and then over the Muscovites. Thus 
causing the Saxons to retreat, he entered Lithuania 
in 1701. As Frederick Augustus commenced 
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this campaign with his Saxon troops, count- 
ing upon the co-operation of the Muscovites and 
Danes, the Poles did not offer any resistance to the 
Swedes ; consequently Charles XII. easily took 
possession, not only of the whole of Lithuania, but 
also of a great part of Poland as far as the capital, 
Warsaw. After a brief repose he again pursued 
the Saxons, and, with Frederick Augustus at their 
head, penetrated even into Saxony. As conqueror 
he exacted from the Polish king the renunciation 
of the throne of Poland. 

Frederick Augustus, utterly vanquished, was 
obliged to submit to these conditions in order to 
preserve his Electorate of Saxony. 

Charles XII., by reason of his brilliant victories, 
being now master of the situation, caused the Diet 
to elect as King of Poland, Stanislas Leszczynski, 
a learned and good man, who was Woiewode of 
the province of Posen, and he was crowned at 
Warsaw in 1705. 

As many of the Poles were not attached to the 
Saxons, nor to their Elector, Frederick Augustus 
II., they were glad when the primate of Gniezno 
announced that Frederick Augustus II., Elector of 
Saxony, had ceased to reign over Poland, and 
that he had written a congratulatory letter to the 
newly-elected king, Stanislas Leszczynski. 

The young king, Charles XII., confident in his 
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military genius, and presuming on his recent vic- 
tories, went to war with the Muscovites, over whom 
reigned at that time Peter, son of Alexis. This 
new Czar of the Muscovites by his talents deserved 
the title, which history accords him, of “ the Great.” 
Profiting by the previous defeats of his soldiers, and 
possessed of perseverance as well as of genius, in a 
short time he so organised his army that it was not 
only able to resist, but it was also able to attack 
and overcome its enemies. 

Ignorant of the new organisation of the Musco- 
vite army, of the difficulties of the country, and of 
the strong position its army occupied in the plain 
of Pultawa, Charles XII. made his attack; and the 
battle was very fatal for the Swedes, they being 
completely routed, and Charles XII. was obliged, 
with his small suite, to fly for refuge to the Turks. 

After this unfortunate defeat of the King of 
Sweden, who was the protector of Leszczynski, the 
new King of Poland, Frederick Augustus II., not- 
withstanding his forrrtal abdication of the Polish 
throne, aided by his allies the Muscovites, re- 
entered Poland, and drove Leszczynski from the 
throne, and by a Diet, convoked in 1717, was again 
recognised as King of Poland. 

This Diet was called “ the Mute Diet,” because 
it only lasted a short time, during which no dis- 
cussion took place, but simply the reading of an 
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agreement concluded between the Poles (who 
demanded the complete withdrawal of the Saxon 
troops) and the Elector of Saxony (who required 
his recognition as king). 

The Muscovites who supported Frederick Augus- 
tus quitted Poland in 1720, the Saxons the follow- 
ing year; peace was signed with Sweden in 1723 ; 
and thus “ the Mute Diet ” put a stop to the miser- 
able series of incessant wars and internecine trouble. 
For the last seventy years Poland had suffered, 
without a moment’s respite or truce, from wars 
with her neighbours. Up to this period the Musco- 
vites had always been vanquished by the Poles ; 
but now they began raising their heads, under the 
rule of Peter the Great, and to interfere in the 
affairs of Poland, and to give treacherous counsels 
to the impotent Diets which succeeded one another. 
Thus at the Diet held shortly after that termed 
“ the Mute,” the Muscovites persuaded the mem- 
bers that Poland was being ruined by her wars, 
and that it would be a wise policy, for the sake of 
economy, to retain but few soldiers, and not to pay 
even those she did retain. The nobles, with their 
usual want of sagacity and foresight, decided that 
the number of soldiers throughout the whole of 
Poland should not exceed 26,000, whilst at the 
same time the Muscovites were largely augmenting 
their army. 
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Frederick Augustus was endowed with marvellous 
strength and a great capacity for drinking. Un- 
fortunately this bad habit was imitated by his sub- 
jects, so that it used to be said, “When Augustus 
drinks, all Poland drinks,” which was but too true, 
for the nobles, following the example of their king, 
passed their time during this sad reign in riotous 
and wanton living. The lower classes were infected 
by the example of their superiors; and so the 
downfall of the country was hastened. In this 
miserable debauchery the last years of the reign of 
Frederick Augustus II., Elector of Saxony, were 
spent. Elected 1696 King of Poland, driven away 
in 1705 by Charles XII., returned as king in 1717, 
he died at Dresden in 1733. 

During the interregnum following his death the 
Poles roused themselves a little from their lethargy, 
and determined to choose their next king from 
among their own people. All eyes turned towards 
Stanislas Leszczynski, who had heretofore been 
their king. The marriage of Louis XV., King of 
France, with the daughter of Leszczynski, no doubt 
influenced the Diet in again electing him as their 
king, for it was hoped that France would sustain 
the father of their queen when in want of support. 
Thus this time Stanislas Leszczynski was almost 
unanimously chosen, September 12, 1733. 

Unfortunately the time when the Poles were 
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masters in their own country, and dictators to other 
powerful neighbours was past. 

The election of King Stanislas Leszczynski of- 
fended the Austrians and Muscovites, who dreaded 
the intimate alliance of Poland with France ; conse- 
quently the troops of Austria and Muscovy entered 
Poland, and compelled the Diet to proclaim the 
son of Frederick Augustus II. King of Poland. 
He entered Warsaw, and having taken the title of 
Augustus III., King of Poland, by the rapidity of 
his movements prevented Leszczynski from entering 
the capital, and there sitting upon the throne. 

Leszczynski resorted to Dantzig, where he was 
besieged by the Muscovites, and was obliged to 
disguise himself as a merchant in order not to fall 
into the hands of the spies of Augustus III. 

The unfortunate King Leszczynski, after being 
twice dethroned, returned to France, and as some 
consolation for the loss of his kingdom, obtained 
the Duchy of Lorraine, where by his wisdom, bene- 
volence, and public spirit he left behind him a 
name blessed by the inhabitants of the duchy and 
their descendants to the present day. 

His death took place in 1766. 
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FOURTEENTH MORNING . 

1733— I79S- 

DURING the reign of Augustus III., Elector of 
Saxony, who maintained his seat on the throne of 
Poland by the aid of Muscovite bayonets, there 
were not, it is true, any wars between Poland and 
her neighbours; but the country did not suffer less, 
for the continual marches and countermarches of 
Muscovite, Prussian, and Austrian troops, passing 
through Poland to make wars beyond their frontiers, 
impoverished the country by their requisitions. 

The King of Prussia, Frederick II., whom his- 
tory calls “ the Great,” coined and introduced into 
Poland much debased money, which naturally caused 
great losses in commercial and other exchanges. 

Augustus III. resided almost constantly at 
Dresden, his Saxon capital, leaving as Governor 
of Poland his favourite minister Bruhl, who, being 
a great spendthrift and constantly in want of 
money, sold the public posts ; thereby introducing 
maladministration into the departments of the 
government. 

During the “ seven years’ war,” when Saxony 
was in conflict with her many enemies, Augustus 
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III. withdrew to Warsaw, but instead of striv- 
ing to improve the state of Poland, he passed 
his time in hunting and in feasting, and the 
nobles followed the example of the court. Some 
of the great seigneurs, amongst whom were the 
two Princes Czartoryski, who had travelled much, 
and had resided for some time at the court of 
King Stanislas Leszczynski, the successful admin- 
istrator of his duchy of Lorraine, seeing that in 
France the king was absolute master, and that, as 
an effect of the supreme power being concentrated 
in one hand, order and system prevailed, desired 
to save Poland by wishing to introduce the same 
autocratic government into that country, in order 
to counteract the anarchy which everywhere pre- 
vailed. Knowing how difficult it would be to obtain 
the consent of the Diet to make any change in the 
laws, a Diet was composed of the nobles (who 
naturally would not wish to suppress any of their 
own privileges). These princes sought the support 
of the Court of St Petersbourg, to carry out their 
meditated reforms. Most unwise men ! Pro- 
fessedly desirous of benefiting their country, they 
introduced into the bosom of the nation its most 
deadly enemy — an enemy who, for a long time, had 
been designing the downfall and conquest of Poland. 

So after the death of Augustus III., Elector of 
Saxony and King of Poland, which took place at 
Dresden in 1763, the Prince Czartoryski sent, as> 
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ambassador to the Czarina, Catherine II., Stan- 
islas Poniatowski, in order to claim her protection. 
In short, by her aid, one of the Princes Czartoryski 
was named King of Poland, and pledged himself 
to suppress the privileges of the nobles, and to 
institute an absolute and hereditary monarchy; of 
course with the understanding that the Muscovite 
soldiers, by their presence in Poland, were to 
support the prince in carrying out the proposed 
changes in the constitution of the country. 

The ambassador Poniatowski was a very hand- 
some man, in the vigour of manhood (thirty-two 
years). The Empress Catherine II. was, as every 
one knows, a “ Messalina ” * of the north, who 
frequently changed her lovers. 

The Polish ambassador took her fancy, and 
became her lover, after many previous ones, and 
as in this time of Poland’s decay the Muscovite 
bayonets influenced each election of the Kings of 
Poland, the Czarina, instead of forwarding that of 
Prince Czartoryski, caused her new lover Stan- 
islas Poniatowski to be proclaimed King of Poland 
in 1764. 

The handsome and young king was a well- 

* Messalina was the third wife of the Emperor Claudius I., 
and was celebrated for her crimes and debaucheries. She 
was supposed to have been put to death by order of her 
husband, A.D. 48. She was the mother of Britannicus and 
Octavia. 
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informed man. At the very beginning of his reign 
he established a military school, where 200 cadets 
were instructed in the art of war, an instruction 
which could previously only be gained abroad. 

He also founded a mint, where copper, silver, 
and gold money were coined of just alloy, in order 
to remedy the evil caused by the false coinage 
introduced into Poland by Frederick II., King of 
Prussia, in the preceding reign. 

He fostered learning, encouraged scholars, and 
endeavoured to restore the purity of the Polish 
language, which since the time of Sigismond III. 
had been corrupted by the introduction of Latin 
and French words, and entire phrases. In con- 
sequence this bizarre language was purified, thanks 
to the care of the monk Konarski. 

In a word, if this king had possessed greater 
energy, and if he had relied more on the nation 
which wished to reform itself, and which possessed 
some brave defenders, who desired to prevent its 
crumbling to pieces ; above all, if this young king 
had not been devoted body and soul to the intrigu- 
ing and bad woman, the Czarina, Catherine II., to 
whom he owed his crown — a devotion which made 
him madly execute the orders sent from St Peters- 
bourg, his reign would have been useful to Poland, 
as the Diet convoked for the coronation of 
Stanislas Augustus Poniatowski began to com- 
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prehend that too great liberty (as not properly 
understood and practised by the nobles) had ruined 
the country ; so they voted several laws to curtail 
the privileges of the seigneurs, and to confer on the 
king and senate greater powers than their pre- 
decessors, the elected kings, had for more than a 
century enjoyed. 

The Courts of Berlin and St Petersbourg, which 
had already entered into the iniquitous compact, by 
which they were to appropriate some of the Polish 
provinces, dissatisfied with the order which would 
have resulted from these wise decisions of the diet, 
sent agents to foment troubles, and incite some 
of the nobles to prevent any interference with their 
privileges. At the same time these treacherous 
courts exacted from the Diet the admission of 
Protestants and members of the Orthodox Greek 
Church as nuncios to the Diet, as well as their 
nomination to high offices in the administration of 
the country, knowing that this demand would 
occasion energetic remonstrances on the part of 
the rigid Catholics, and thereby occasion fresh 
troubles. 

King Stanislas Augustus Poniatowski dared not 
oppose the wishes of his mistress and protectress, 
Catherine II., and allowed a strong Muscovite 
garrison to reside in his capital (Warsaw), being 
guided in everything by Repnin, the ambassador 
of the Czarina. 
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‘ Various true patriots, great seigneurs, amongst 
whom the most notable were the Bishop Soltyk, 
the Hetmans Zaluski and Rzewuski, protested 
strongly against the influence of the Muscovites, 
whose ambassador Repnin ceased . not to inter- 
meddle in all the important questions of the 
kingdom of Poland. 

In consequence of this protest, made to the 
senate by the three patriots, an unheard of event 
occurred, which could only have taken place in a 
country with already one foot in the grave, and 
whose king, being the lover and slave of the 
Czarina, dared not move a hand in its defence. 
The ambassador Repnin having under his orders 
Muscovite troops who were stationed at Warsaw, 
and a number of Cossacks, offended by the accusa- 
tions made by the three above-named patriotic 
Poles, caused them to be seized in their palaces by 
the Cossacks and transported to Siberia. At the 
news of this most violent act of the Muscovite 
ambassador, various confederations were formed 
in different parts of Poland, in order to unite 
in one single army all patriots with the view of 
driving out the Muscovite garrison from the 
capital, and also of making head against the 
armed forces that the Czarina would not fail to 
send into Poland. 

The largest of these confederations was formed in 
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^678 by Casimir Pulaski, to which his father and his 
four brothers joined themselves, and in which the 
Bishop Kamieniecki took a very active part, by 
sending to and imploring all the sovereigns of 
Europe to support the confederation formed 
against the Muscovites. 

At this confederation, well known even to 
foreigners amongst the latest events of the history 
of Poland under the name of the Confederation 
of Bar (a small town in Podolia), emissaries from 
the whole of Poland, Lithuania, Red Russia, and 
Little Russia, met together ; in fact, all who could 
carry arms, and were desirous to preserve the in- 
dependence and liberty of the country already 
oppressed by the Muscovite troops which the 
Czarina Catherine II. had sent in great numbers 
against the Confederation of Bar. 

The first act of this confederation was to pro- 
claim the dethronement of the indolent king, 
Stanislas Augustus Poniatowski, who was (as has 
been said above) the slave of the Czarina of 
Muscovy. 

Warsaw, the capital, was surrounded by the Mus- 
covite troops. Some conspirators, not wishing to 
attempt the king’s life, — for in the whole his- 
tory of Poland there is not a single example of the 
assassination of a king, — desired to carry him off, 
in order that by his blind submission to the Mus- 
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covite commands he might no longer paralyse the 
national patriotism. 

The conspirators succeeded in carrying off 
Stanislas Augustus, and in passing through the 
Muscovite patrols who encircled the capital ; but, 
on reaching a forest with their captive, they, for- 
tunately for the king, lost their way, and he, 
making his escape, reached a mill whose owner 
recognised him and brought him back to his palace 
in the capital. 

This unsuccessful abduction did so much harm 
to the Confederation of Bar that, notwithstanding 
several battles were gained against the Muscovite 
troops, they could not long continue to struggle 
against regularly disciplined, and, above all, five 
times more numerous soldiers than their own ; so 
at last they were obliged to succumb and disperse. 

Several hundreds of the most noted conspirators 
took refuge in Roumania and in Turkey. Their 
chief, Casimir Pulaski, after the death of his 
father and brothers, killed in different battles, 
retired with a small number of the survivors 
of the confederation* to the fortified convent of 
Czenstochowa, and at length seeing they could 
no longer resist the hordes of Muscovites spread 
throughout Poland, he emigrated to America, 
where, with Kosciuszko, he fought by the side of 
Washington for the independence of that country, 
and found a glorious death in the Savannah. 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



206 


POLAND : HER GLORY, 


The scandalous “ Messalina of the North,” the 
Czarina Catherine II.. profiting by the troubles 
caused by the confederation of Bar, wrote to the 
priests of the Southern provinces of Poland 
(Volhynia, Podolia, Ukraine), where the popula- 
tion was of the Greek religion, to preach a holy 
war against the Catholic dwellers in those pro- 
vinces. These Catholics were a numerous body 
composed of the priesthood, all the nobles, and 
many of the government officials, and private 
individuals. 

These priests were provided with money by the 
Czarina to purchase swords, knives, and guns, to 
which they gave their benediction, and then dis- 
tributed them to the ignorant peasantry, whom they 
moreover made drunk with eau-de-vie, and then 
drove these brutalised people on to massacre the 
Catholics. 

For three consecutive months the ignorant, 
fanatical, and drunken peasants and Cossacks did 
not cease to burn, to kill, and to massacre the 
Catholics, sparing neither old men, women, nor 
children. In the small town of Human, which had 
been fortified, and to which more than 20,000 
Catholics had fled for refuge, they put to death 
in one day the whole 20,000 unhappy victims, 
irrespective of sex or age. 

Stanislas Augustus, King of Poland, and his faith- 
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ful allies the Muscovites looked on with a certain 
degree of joy at this frightful massacre, thus com- 
mitted towards the close of the eighteenth century, 
for they regarded the Confederation of Bar as 
a serious and dangerous enemy ; and they thought 
that, after the massacre of so many Catholics, it 
could not hold long together, and that, by the 
destruction of so many of its members who were 
Catholics, the confederation must cease to exist. 

When, after three months of this terrible and 
continuous massacre the public opinion of the 
whole of Europe revolted against these atrocities, 
the King of Poland sent some Polish and Musco- 
vite troops to disperse the fanatical peasants and 
Cossacks. The principal chiefs of these sanguin- 
ary bands, Gonta, Zieleniak, and several others, 
were hung ; but the priests of the Greek religion 
remained unpunished. 

History has branded with infamy the massacre 
of Protestants by bigoted Catholics on St Bar- 
tholomew's Day (24th August 1572); it should 
equally condemn as infamous that of Human, 
accomplished by an ignorant and drunken popu- 
lation of the Greek religion at the instigation of 
the Czarina of Muscovy, Catherine II., permitted 
by her humble slave and lover Stanislas Augustus 
Poniatowski, King of Poland, urged on by priests 
and Muscovite generals. 
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The intrigues of the three neighbouring courts, 
who claimed to regain possession of the provinces 
formerly conquered by Poland, were incessant. 
King Stanislas Augustus, obeying in everything 
the commands of his mistress the Czarina, con- 
voked a Diet in 1772; and this Diet, surrounded 
by Muscovite bayonets, agreed to the final division 
of Poland amongst her three powerful neighbours. 

Muscovy seized the fortresses of Polock, Vitebsk, 
and the provinces extending to the rivers Dnieper 
and Dzwina. 

Austria took Red Russia and a part of the pro- 
vince of Podolia. 

Prussia had for her share, Prussia Royal, with 
the exception of Thorn, which, with the seaport of 
Dantzig, were left to Poland, and a part of Great 
Poland, as far as the river Notec. 

Poland, though shorn of two-fifths of her posses- 
sions, and still retaining a sufficiently large extent 
of territory to be a potentiality amongst the other 
powers of Europe, now paused to reflect, and after 
weighing well her situation, began to set her 
kingdom in order. 

For some years, therefore, the country enjoyed 
tranquillity with comparative prosperity, giving 
promise of better days for the nation. 

The Diet, convoked at Warsaw in 1788, lasted 
four years, and was composed of sagacious and 
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learned men, imbued with the purest patriotism, 
who passed salutary laws and voted a liberal con- 
stitution ; suppressed that idiotic practise called 
“the Liberum-veto,” by which a simple nuncio 
(often a drunkard, or a traitor bought by the 
stranger) could dissolve the Diet by crying out 
“Nie pozwalam” (I do not permit it); and after 
this sinister expression the Diet, without having 
voted any measure, was obliged to disperse. 

This Diet also caused the throne to becofne 
hereditary by naming as successor to Stanislas 
Augustus (the reigning king) the grandson of 
Augustus III., Elector of Saxony, thus doing away 
with the elective monarchy which, during 200 
years, had brought upon Poland so much trouble. 
It created a standing army, with provisions for its 
regular payment, and it ordained that no inhabitant 
of the country should be disqualified from any 
employment on account of his religious opinions. 

This constitution was proclaimed on May 3, 
1792, an ever-memorable date in the sad annals of 
Poland. 

These new reforms filled with joy and hope the 
bosom of every true patriot. Throughout the whole 
land rejoicings were general; but, alas! these 
rejoicings were short-lived, for some of the great 
Polish seigneurs, fearing that, if the new and liberal 
constitution were to have the same result in Poland 
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as that which the new regime had produced in 
France at this same period (1792), they would lose 
their enormous wealth, conspired to annul the new 
laws, and by so doing ruined their country. 

These traitors to their country were Szczesny 
Potocki, Xavier Branicki, and Seweryn Rzewuski. 
Going to St Petersbourg, they threw themselves on 
their knees at the feet of the abandoned Czarina 
Catherine, and sued for help to render impotent 
the new constitution of their country, and which, 
being liberal and wise, they alleged, would deprive 
them of their wealth and social position. The 
Czarina, desiring nothing better than to continue 
her interference in the affairs of Poland, whose 
conquest she coveted, therefore sent 100,000 sol- 
diers to assist these traitors who had previously 
organised a confederation known as that of Tar- 
gowica, to which the weak King of Poland, Stanislas 
Augustus, joined himself. The Polish troops were 
insignificant in number and badly trained. They 
could not hold their ground for any length of time 
against the Muscovite troops, and consequently the 
confederation of the traitors triumphed. 

Thus the new constitution was effectually de- 
stroyed by the aid of the Czarina, and she by her 
gifts made the three traitors six times richer than 
they were before — riches which they long enjoyed, 
and which their descendants still possess. 
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The Czarina, immediately after the success of the 
Confederation of Targowica, invited her two neigh- 
bours, Prussia and Austria, to come and effect a 
second division of Poland with her. After this 
second partition, sanctioned and permitted by the 
indolent King Stanislas Poniatowski, the always 
most humble slave of the Czarina, and who was 
content to remain king, even though his kingdom 
were reduced to barely one-fifth of the size of 
ancient Poland, the Polish patriots rose en masse , 
in order to drive out the Muscovites, and to retake 
from Prussia and from Austria the provinces stolen 
from Poland. 

At the head of the insurgents (who rushed from 
all parts of ancient Poland) was placed the valiant 
General Kosciuszko. He had given proofs of his 
military genius and bravery whilst fighting by the 
side of Washington. 

At the news of his country’s danger, Kosciuszko 
hastened with all speed to Cracow, organised a 
general rising, and at the commencement of the 
struggle some brilliant victories, as well over the 
Muscovites as over the Prussians and Austrians, 
were gained by him. After two years of unceasing 
struggle, sometimes with success, but more fre- 
quently with reverse, the Poles were no longer able 
to resist these three great Powers. In the battle of 
Macieyowice, Kosciuszko was wounded and made 
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prisoner ; and the Polish patriots, having no longer 
a chief, the confederation, weakened by incessant 
battles, fell to pieces. 

After this crushing defeat, the three Powers, 
(who had twice before, in 1772 and 1792, despoiled 
Poland of certain of her provinces), made a third 
division of the remainder of the country in 1795. 

The Czarina commanded her old lover to repair 
to the court of St Petersbourg — a lover whom she 
had placed on the throne of Poland, and of which 
she had deprived him after a reign of thirty years. 
This wretched ex-king obeyed, and after living 
there upon a pension allowed him by the Czarina, 
he ended his miserable life of a dethroned and 
indolent king in 1798. 

So ended the history of the Kingdom of Poland 
— a Kingdom which, during eight centuries (962- 
1772) had played an important role amongst the 
great Powers of Europe ; a Kingdom in which 
science, literature, poetry, and the arts in general 
flourished for many centuries ; a Kingdom that 
was the refuge of those who were persecuted for 
religion’s sake; a Kingdom which more than 
once saved Christendom from the invasion of the 
victorious Osmanlis ; a Kingdom which, by its 
geographical position, and by the valour of its 
inhabitants, formed a barrier and a rampart 
between the east and the west. 
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FIFTEENTH AND LAST MORNING . 

Retrospective Glance at the Fourth Epoch 
of the History of Poland — namely, 

THAT OF ITS DECLINE. 

The Polish people were, without contradiction, a 
remarkable race — prosperous and energetic, but, in 
a certain sense, self-indulgent. A kingdom, 
favoured by its geographical position, and in por- 
tions of it by a soil so productive, increased in 
wealth. Had an ever-growing population ; labourers 
sufficient to build cities, villages, clear forests, and 
to sow enormous quantities of wheat. 

Whilst in other countries blood flowed in streams 
on account of religious differences, Poland enjoyed 
an exceptional tranquillity from this cause, and 
offered to the persecuted a hospitable asylum. 

The reign of Stephen Batory (1575-1586) was 
glorious and happy. This wise king, foreseeing 
that the nobles, who were possessed of too great 
privileges, would cause great calamity to the 
country in the future, determined to curtail their 
privileges, and to suppress the license resulting 
from them. Unhappily he died before he was able 
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to accomplish his wise projects, and with his 
successors every kind of misfortune began to over- 
whelm the country. The Jesuits installed them- 
selves at the court of Sigismond III. (of the 
Swedish house of Vaza), and by their intolerance 
caused the revolt of the Cossacks, as well as the 
revolt of the populations professing the Greek 
religion (the Little Russians) inhabiting the three 
most fertile provinces in the south of Poland, whose 
favourable geographical position on the borders 
of the Black Sea was always of great importance 
to Poland. 

The supreme folly of the nobles in permitting a 
single nuncio (often a traitor to his country and in 
the pay of the foreign enemy) to dissolve each Diet 
by the “ Liberum veto,” completely paralysed every 
decision which might have been for the good of 
the country had it been voted. 

The entire reign of Casimir IV. (the second son 
of Sigismond III.) was a disastrous one. The 
interference of an intriguing French woman, Marie 
Casimire d’Arquiem, wife of the great hero 
Sobieski, who by his victory under the walls of 
Vienna had saved Christendom from the inroads 
of the Osmanlis (1683), was also a source of great 
calamity to Poland. 

The reigns of the two Electors of Saxony, 
Frederick Augustus II. and Augustus III., by intro- 
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ducing a luxurious mode of living, and a thirst for 
amusements and hard drinking amongst the nobles, 
led the country more and more to imminent ruin ; 
and lastly, the causes which brought about the 
utter downfall of Poland were the faults of 
Poniatowski, the last king, who had been raised to 
the throne of Poland by his mistress, the aban- 
doned Catherine II., Czarina of Muscovy; the 
appearance of the French Republic (1792), which 
cast its dark shadow over Europe ; and the three 
great Polish seigneurs, who were infamous traitors 
to their country from the fear of losing their 
positions and wealth — all these unfavourable 
circumstances conspired to hasten the catastrophe 
which had been foreshadowed 200 years before. 


EPILOGUE. 

From the Third Partition of Poland to 

OUR OWN TIME, THAT IS TO SAY, FROM 1 795 
TO 1883. 

The kingdom of Poland had ceased to exist. 

The three neighbouring powers, Prussia, Austria, 
and Muscovy divided the country between them. 
The other Euorpean powers uttered no protest 
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against this destruction of a nation which had 
rendered signal service to Christendom by saving 
it from the invasion of the barbarous Mussulman, 
and thus Poland, as a distinct and separate king- 
dom and political power, was effaced from the map 
of Europe. 

However, in spite of these misfortunes, in spite 
of Siberia, to which great numbers of Poles were 
transported, in spite of the fortresses of Prussia 
and Austria the Polish nationality has never 
perished. 

A considerable number, the last remains of the 
last combats against the invaders of Poland, were 
able to escape from the persecutions of their new 
masters and took refuge in Italy, in France, and in 
Turkey, so that their numerous presence in a foreign 
land was a protest against the shameful seizure of 
their unhappy land. 

The war which the French Republic waged at 
this time against the whole of united Europe found 
recruits amongst the Poles, who joined the ranks of 
the French with the hope that, by their aid, they 
might reconquer their unfortunate and much- 
regretted country ! Several Polish generals pos- 
sessing great military talents, to wit, Joseph 
Poniatowski (the nephew of the last King of 
Poland), Kniaziewicz, Chlopicki, Dombrowski, and 
many other officers and soldiers entered the service 
of France. 
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From this debris of the valiant Polish nation 
several “Legions” were formed in Italy, which 
were speedily augmented by many other Poles who, 
at the news of the formation of these corps, fled 
from their unhappy homes and took part in the 
battles where liberty was opposed to despotism. 

At the head of these Polish legions was General 
Dombrowski. A patriotic song, composed at this 
date, says — 

“ March, march Dombrowski, 

From the land of Italy towards the land of Polarid.” 

The song, then composed and sung, still lives, and 
when sung creates as great an enthusiasm in the 
breast of a Pole as the “ Marseillaise ” in that of 
a Frenchman. 

For twenty years the Polish legions and Polish 
generals in the service of France fought in all the 
wars which France waged in Europe, in Egypt, 
and even at St Domingo. 

The French Republic changed into an Empire, 
under Napoleon I., then a conqueror and master 
dictating his will to almost the whole continent of 
Europe. The Poles, who had everywhere distin- 
guished themselves by their bravery and valour, 
trusted that Napoleon, who was then all powerful, 
would in return for their services have raised Poland 
from her ashes, and have reconstructed this once 
great power of Europe. 
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But Napoleon was a selfish and ambitious man. 
He, who from a simple lieutenant had raised himself 
to the throne of France, like a true parvenu, forgetting 
his origin, aspired to fraternize with the monarchs 
of the world, and abandoned “the peoples.” This 
ambition to which he sacrificed (as he confessed at 
St Helena) his future, was his ruin, as, had he 
re-established Poland in her entirety, such as she 
had been before the first partition in 1772, he 
would not have had to submit to the disastrous 
consequences resulting from his campaign in Russia 
in 1812. It is true that after having beaten Austria 
in 1804, and Prussia in 1807-1809, he exacted from 
those powers a small portion of the ancient pro- 
vinces of Poland, and formed the small duchy 
of Warsaw (naming the King of Saxony Prince 
Regent of the Duchy), where he introduced an 
administration similar to that which governed 
France, and also applied the “ Code Napoleon ” in 
the settlement of judicial matters. But as he had 
fraternized with the Emperor of Muscovy at Tilsit 
he dared not take from him the provinces which, 
at the third partition of Poland, the Muscovites had 
seized. 

Prince Poniatowski, having been drowned in the 
Elster at the battle of Leipzig (1813), the Poles 
did not the less continue fighting for France, 
always hoping that that nation would recompense 
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their services and fidelity by the restoration of 
Poland. 

After Waterloo, those of the Poles who had not 
perished in Napoleon’s numerous campaigns waited 
in France in uncertainty as to what would be the 
fate determined for Poland in the Congress to be 
held at Vienna to regulate the affairs of Europe 
after Napoleon’s fall, who, during his eighteen 
years’ reign, had overthrown several continental 
powers. 

Since the disastrous campaign of 1812 the 
Muscovite troops had occupied the Duchy of War- 
saw ; and at the Congress of Vienna, at which the 
Emperor of Muscovy, Alexander I., was present, 
he declared that he ought to retain for ever this 
duchy under his dominion because his troops had 
occupied it after the campaign of Moscow. 

The plenipotentiaries of England, France, and 
Austria opposed this demand of the Czar, and in- 
tended to create a kingdom of Poland sufficiently 
strong and extended to act as a barrier against the 
Muscovite Power, which had been continually in- 
creasing since the reign of Peter the Great, but 
Napoleon’s escape from the island of Elba spread 
fresh terror amongst the monarchs of Europe and 
their plenipotentiaries then deliberating at Vienna. 

To oppose this adventurer they were obliged to 
sacrifice Poland, in order to obtain the co-opera- 
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tion of the Muscovites in an alliance against 
Napoleon. 

They therefore formed the Duchy of Warsaw into 
a small kingdom of Poland within the Muscovite 
Empire, with a constitution (liberal enough on 
paper, but one which was never applied in practice) 
consisting of the two chambers, that of the nuncios 
and deputies of the senate, composed of Woievodes 
and Castellans; with liberty of the press, an 
administration, separate from that of the Empire, 
with the “ Code Napoleon ” for the affairs of justice, 
and lastly, with an army of 30,000 Polish soldiers ; 
after which the Emperor of Muscovy was to be 
crowned at Warsaw as King of Poland. 

Thus the Congress of Vienna decided that the 
Polish population should submit, be it to Muscovy, 
or to Austria, or to Prussia, and that these Powers 
should grant them an autonomy, as well in the 
schools, where the Polish language was to be taught 
and where the professors were to be exclusively 
Polish, and also that the same language was to be 
used in the courts of justice, &c. 

Those who did not know the despotic govern- 
ments of the three Northern Courts, who composed 
what was known as “ the Holy Alliance,” believed 
that the fate of the Poles would, at the worst, be 
still endurable, because they had preserved their 
autonomy. 
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Yes! if all the decisions of the Congress of 
Vienna had been carried out, and strictly observed. 

But all these were upon paper, and none have 
been practically executed ! 

In contradiction to these decisions of the Con- 
gress of Vienna, Prussia was the first that wished 
to Germanize the Polish people, and began by 
changing the Polish names of the cities and villages 
into the German language ; to wit, Torun, 
Bydgoszcza, Gdansk, into Thorn, Bromberg, Dant- 
zig and so on. Afterwards German masters 
were appointed in all the schools, all the lessons 
were taught in German, and the Polish language 
was only learnt as a foreign tongue for an hour a 
week. The administration of justice, &c., was all 
conducted in German. 

Austria imitated Prussia to the letter, and en- 
deavoured to Germanize everything Polish, by in- 
troducing German everywhere, the officials being 
all of that nation; changing the names of the 
towns, for example, Lwow into Lemberg, Stanis- 
lawow into Stanislaus, &c., &c. 

At the Congress of Vienna had indeed been 
formed the very small Republic of Cracow, in order 
to preserve a national autonomy for Poland ; 
but this Republic was at the mercy of three con- 
suls, those of Muscovy, Prussia, and Austria, who 
formed the real government of the Republic ; for 
nothing could be decided without their consent. 
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As for Muscovy, who in addition to the little 
kingdom (which was one only in name) included in 
the Empire, her portion in the three partitions 
of Poland was the lion’s share ; for besides 
Lithuania, Samogitia, Livonia, and Courland 
(which in 1815 contained more than 20,000,000 in- 
habitants, and an immense extent of territory), she 
had also seized White Russia, Little Russia, a part 
of Red Russia, and the three provinces of the South 
of ancient Poland, which were the most fertile, and 
from a geographical point of view the best situated 
of the country. In all these provinces the above- 
named Muscovy forbade the people even to speak 
Polish. 

From the commencement of the Muscovite 
occupation of these provinces the most cruel 
persecutions took place amongst those of the 
population who were not of the orthodox (Greek) 
religion ; and the knout (a species of cat-o’-nine- 
tails) was used as a means of quickening their 
conversion. 

The diminutive kingdom of Poland, which the 
Congress of Vienna had formed into the Duchy of 
Warsaw, and which it placed under the Emperor 
Alexander, as King of Poland, had at the very 
beginning of its existence (from 1815 to 1822) 
enjoyed a separate administration, its courts of 
justice being guided by the " Code Napoleon,” and 
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a Diet composed of nuncios, deputies, and senators 
— in short, a species of autonomy. But after this 
short period of independence the Emperor Alex- 
ander sent his brother, the Grand Duke Constantine, 
to Warsaw, and invested him with the command of 
30,000 soldiers. The rule of this Grand Duke was 
of the most cruel and arbitrary nature. The 
prisons were filled with Polish patriots who had 
dared, either in public or in private reunions, to 
speak of the Constitution and of its violation. 

Those who were confined in these prisons 
suffered indescribable misery. The nuncios of 
the Diet, which was convoked every three years, 
and the senators, who should have been independ- 
ent, were transported to Siberia when they dared 
to assert that the country ought to be governed 
according to the Constitution and not according to 
the caprice of the Grand Duke Constantine, who 
had only the right to command the army, of which 
the Emperor had nominated him “ Commander-in- 
chief.” 

During fifteen years from 1815 to 1830) the 
little kingdom of Poland was subjected at every 
moment to this tyranny of the Grand Duke Con- 
stantine. 

At last, worn out with such iniquitous injustice 
(the 29th November 1830), a revolution burst out 
at Warsaw. The Grand Duke fled, accompanied 
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by his guard of 5,000 Muscovite soldiers. The 
30,000 Polish troops joined the national party, and 
a terrible war ensued between the Poles and the 
Muscovites. 

For ten months there was a desperate struggle 
on the part of the brave and patriotic Poles. 
Several brilliant battles were gained by them 
against a Muscovite army much more numerous 
than their own. Each man who could carry an 
arm, even boys of fourteen or fifteen years of age 
and old men, flew to arms in defence of what 
remained of their dear country. 

The Czar, Nicholas I., astonished that a small 
kingdom of 3,000,000 inhabitants dared to engage 
in combat with his empire of 60,000,000 serfs, 
at first sent a large army, but this was beaten 
and dispersed by the valiant Poles. Exasperated, 
the Czar despatched several other armies, and even 
his guard (which is never sent to fight except in ex- 
treme cases). Foreign countries admired the heroic 
resistance of Poland, but not one of them interfered 
in favour of the brave nation. So ' of necessity, 
Poland had to succumb before so powerful an 
enemy, especially as Prussia and Austria, instead 
of remaining neutral, fearing that if the Poles 
emancipated themselves from the Muscovite yoke, 
they would desire to retake the ancient Polish 
provinces of which these two Powers had possessed 
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themselves at the third partition of the country, 
aided the Muscovites in this supreme contest of 
the Poles for their independence, by permitting the 
passage of the Czar's troops through their re- 
spective territories, in order to crush more easily 
poor Poland. 

After the defeat of the Poles in 1831, General 
Sebestiani, Minister of Foreign Affairs in France, 
announced in the Chamber of Deputies the Musco- 
vite victory in these memorable words, which were 
the first words to disgrace the government of Louis 
Philip I., King of the French — 

" Order reigns in Warsaw.” 

Itwas in truth "order,” but itwas a bloody "order,” 
such " order ” as only the autocratic government of 
Muscovy was capable of establishing. This order, 
proclaimed by General Sebestiani from the tribune 
of the Chamber of the French Deputies, consisted 
of the deportation, en masse , of all the Polish 
patriots to Siberia, the carrying away of children 
of from five to twelve years old found in the streets 
of Warsaw and in the houses of the towns. These 
they tore away from their parents to transport 
them into the towns and villages in the depths of 
Muscovy, and place them in military institutions, in 
order that they might lose all sense of country, 
and be imbued with the spirit of the Muscovites, 
and become members of "the orthodox religion.” 

P 
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u Order ” created by the gallows erected as well at 
Warsaw as in the principal cities of the little 
kingdom, and by hanging en masse — in short, by 
the suppression of every national institution, by 
forbidding the use of the Polish language in the 
schools and courts of justice, and by a state of 
siege which for fifty years has continued in this 
unhappy country. 

Some thousands of the remnant of the Polish 
army of 1831, who had fought so gloriously and 
courageously against the Muscovite hordes (several 
times more numerous than themselves, besides 
being aided by the Prussian and Austrian govern- 
ments), took refuge in France, in Belgium, 
in England, and in Turkey. These relics 
of the army did not forget their dear country 
during their long sojourn in a foreign land, and, 
whilst working to obtain their daily bread, they 
formed patriotic societies, discussed the means for 
a general and simultaneous rising in all the 
provinces of ancient Poland now divided between 
the three Northern Powers. 

To prepare the way for these risings several 
devoted emissaries, well knowing that they were 
sacrificing their lives, left their fellow-emigrants and 
returned secretly into the different Polish provinces. 

As far back as 1833 a hundred young men thus 
devoted themselves to certain death. Seized by the 
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Muscovite authorities, they suffered an ignominious 
death on the gallows. 

In 1846 a revolt broke out in the Grand Duchy 
of Posen, in Galicia, and in the kingdom of Poland. 

It was repressed in Posen, where the chiefs were 
imprisoned, and the peasants dispersed. In Mus- 
covy they hung the ringleaders, and transported 
the peasants en masse to Siberia. The Austrian 
spies and agents were employed to corrupt the 
peasantry, in order to organise a massacre of the 
Polish nobles, and numbers of the latter fell vic- 
tims to this foul intrigue. The principal actor in 
this tragedy was Szela, who was recompensed for 
his infamy ; but it is only fair to say that, when 
the peasants had recovered from the effects of the 
drugged alcohol which had been distributed by the 
Austrian agents to them, in order to excite and 
blind their passions, they bitterly regretted the part 
they had taken against their country. It was thus 
that the insurrection of 1846 terminated. 

The want of success of the preceding risings of 
the Polish nation did not, however, discourage her 
sons, who from time to time attempted to reconquer 
their liberty, their independence, and their nation- 
ality. 

The 22d January 1863, the young men through- 
out Poland, Lithuania, and Samogitia met in bodies 
in the forests ; and armed, some with fowling- 
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pieces, others with old sabres, others again with only 
scythes, fell upon the weak garrisons of the small 
towns, and disarming the Muscovite soldiers, carried 
off their arms, and immediately retired with them 
into the forests, where during twenty months they 
secreted themselves, and from their ambushes they 
surprised and attacked many of the Muscovite regi- 
ments sent by their government to suppress the 
revolution. Napoleon III., who in 1859 had de- 
livered a portion of Italy from the domination of 
Austria, had promised to intervene, both diplo- 
matically and actively, to support the Polish insur- 
rection. Thus an insurrection, which had not an 
inch of territory for its basis, not a fortress, not 
even a sous, held its ground for twenty months, 
relying only on the bravery, the obstinacy, and the 
incredible privations of those composing it, to 
struggle against frightful odds, always hoping that 
France or England would come to the succour of 
oppressed Poland. 

Alas! England and France addressed several 
“ notes ” to the Cabinet of St Petersbourg, which 
“ notes ” served to no purpose, and after an heroic 
struggle of twenty months of sublime endeavour to 
regain their country, the insurgents ceased from the 
hopeless attempt against their enemy. 

Mouravief, Berg, Kauffman, Fenchave, Bellegard, 
Schwartz, Thinguerie were the agents employed 
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by the Czar of Muscovy to carry out his cruel 
policy. 

More than 1,000 Polish patriots were hung. 
More than 300,000 individuals, amongst whom 
were many women, children, and old men, were 
transported to Siberia. The citadel of Warsaw 
and other prisons were filled with victims prior to 
their being sent to the gallows or to the mines of 
Siberia. 

Entire villages were burnt, or completely rased 
to the ground ; and Catholic and Ruth6nen churches 
sacked and violated. 

Enormous contributions, some amounting to 
150,000 roubles (1,000,000 francs, or £40,000) were 
levied on the rich (even on those who had not 
mixed in the revolution), and the country became 
completely impoverished. Those Poles who spoke 
their mother-tongue were fined, for each word so 
spoken, 25 roubles (100 francs, or £4), and at the 
present moment many harsh laws are imposed on 
the Poles by this autocratic and despotic govern- 
ment. 

Notwithstanding all these misfortunes, which for 
more than 100 years have overwhelmed, and still 
overwhelm, unhappy Poland, her sons have faith 
in the justice of that Divine Being who, in His 
decrees (inscrutable to men), is pleased sometimes 
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to prove the courage, as well of entire nations as 
of individuals, but never fails to reward patient and 
persevering belief in His Holy Justice. 

Thus the Poles, though oppressed, though suffer- 
ing, some in the mines of Siberia, others in Prussian 
prisons, others dispersed into every quarter of the 
world, cease not to work in the different branches 
of science, of literature, and of art, whilst patiently 
waiting for better days. These days perhaps may 
not be for those now living, but shall be enjoyed 
by their descendants ; for the oppression of Poland 
must one day cease, and the glorious reign of 
justice shall once more prevail, and Poland will 
once again play a brilliant role in the history of 
Europe. 


THE END. 
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realise the position of the Zulu than a whole course of newspaper 
reading.”— Court Journal. 

“Mr Farrer’s book may be read with the confidence due to an accom- 
plished student. He treats the subject out of the fulness of his knowledge 
of savage and barbarous races and of their institutions.” — Saturday Review . 

Sebastopol Trenches, and Five Months in them. 

By Colonel Revnell Pack, C.B. With Coloured and Panoramic 
Illustrations. Demy 8vo, cloth, handsomely bound, 8/6 

“Well and freshly told, we gladly welcome its appearance. The book 
is compiled from notes made on the spot, and is trustworthy evidence — 
how damning that evidence is the reader will see. His criticisms are 
valuable. ” — A thenceum. 

“Is an interesting record of Crimean experiences.”— Court Journal. 

“ The volume we cordially recommend to all our readers, young and old, 
as a graphic account of every-day life in the trenches, and of the stirring 
episodes which chequered it. It is a very attractive and well-written 
volume.” — John Bull. 

“ ‘Life in the Trenches before Sebastopol’ will be read with unbroken 
interest, especially by military students — is told with great clearness and 
spirit, marked by touches of graphic power.” — Standard. 

“ Deserves the honour of print better than half the works which find 
emission from the English press.” — Globe. 

Lapland Life; or, Summer Adventures in the Arctic 

Regions. By Rev. Donald Mackinnon, M. A. Second Edition. 
With Route Map, and beautifully illustrated from original 
designs. • Crown 8vo, cloth, 5/- 

“This volume will tempt many a tourist to ‘try * Lapland.” — A thenceum. 
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tl A good book has reached a second edition. Mr Mackinnon has given 
us good literary, and good pictorial illustrations of the people.” — Noncon - 


r the coast of Sweden, 


formist. 

“ Lively account of a trip made last summer along t 
and northward as far as Quick-jock. "—Literary World . 

“Is written in such a charmingly attractive and graceful style, without 
the slightest straining after effect, that the reader becomes so interested m 
the story that he finds it impossible to lay it down ."—Hertfordshire Mercury. 


Varieties in Verse. 


By Sigma. 

Royal 16mo, cloth, gilt edges, 2/6 


Dame Europa's Remonstrance and her Ultimatum. 

Thirteenth Edition. Crown 8vo, illustrated cover, 6d. 
This is said to be one of the best and most ealmly written pamphlets 
on the political condition of Europe. 

^ ^ ^Or ,^) lswur s es on the Reliefs afforded by the Gospel under different 
States and Trials of the Christian Life. By the Rev. Daniel 
Moore, M.A., Chaplain in Ordinary to the Queen. 

Re-issue Cheap Edition, 12mo, cloth, 3/6 

Discourses on the Lord's Prayer. By the Rev dariel 

Moore. 12mo, cloth , 5/- 

Prayers for Sick Children. Edited by a clergyman. 

Third Edition. Demy 16mo, paper covers, 3d. Cloth, red 

edges, # - V m 

Las Memorias and Vers de Societe. 

By A. F. A. W. Crown 8vo, 1 vol., clot h, 6/- 

Short and Simple Prayers. For Daily use for young 

People. Royal 32mo, cloth limp, 6d. ; paper cover, 4d. 

Joan of Arc: A Poem. By Robert Blake. 

Crown 8vo, toned, cloth, 3/6 

Stein, and his Reforms in Prussia. 

With Reference to the Land Question in England. By Colonel 
A. H. Ouvry, C.B. Crown 8vo, cloth, 2/6 

“A really valuable work; it ought to be in the hands of all who are 
interested in the Land Question.” — Noruwformist. 

Being in the Choir: An Address to Church-Singers 

on their Duties and Responsibilities. By a Clergyman. 

New Edition, revised, 12mo, tinted wrapper , 3d. 

Sacred Lyrics. By Henry Lockwood, Author of “Axel, and 
other Poems.’* Super-royal 16mo, toned, cloth, 4/6 


Endean' s Game Book. 

Tabulated 


and appropriately illustrated by the Honourable 
Charlotte Ellis. This is a book that should be in use by 
every Sportsman, as it is provided for the purpose of recording 
the results of sport from one end of the year to the other, 
with the Hound, Rod, or Gun. Imperial 8vo, oblong, io /e 

The History of Three Little Pigs. 

Beautifully illustrated from original designs by the Hon. Char- 
lotte Ellis. A charming book for a child. 

Imperial 8vo, printed in photo-lithography, 8/6 
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Kerby & Endean's Books. 


The Blue Ribbons . „ ^ t 

A Story of the Last Century. By Anne Harriet Drury, 
Authoress of “ Deep Waters,” “ Misrepresentation,” &c. 
Illustrated by Birket Foster. Square 12mo, cloth, 3/6 

Happy Hours ; or » The Home Story Book. By Mary Cher- 
well. With Illustrations from designs by Sir John Gilbert. 

Square cloth, 2/6 

Odd Showers; or. An Explanation of the Rain 

of Insects, Fishes, and Lizards ; Soot, Sand, and Ashes ; Bed 
Rain and Snow; Meteoric Stones and other Bodies. By 
Carriber. Square 16mo , 1/- 

Communion between Heaven and Earth, and the 

Cloud of Witnesses. A Sermon preached before Her Majesty 
the Queen at Dunrobin. By Rev. John Cumming, D.D., 
F.R.S.E. 32mo, cloth, 6d. 

Past, Present, and Future; 

Or, The Old Man’s Tale. By Rev. W. Kevill Davies. 

Royal 16mo, paper, 6d. 

The Sweetness of Contrition. 

By Rev. W. Kevill Davies, Author of “Somewhere,” “Past, 
Present, and Future,” “ The Two Signs,” &c. 

Royal 16mo, paper cover, 6d. 

Bulls and Bears , A Lay of London City. 

8vo, cloth, M. 

New Novels. 

Love's Revenge. 

By Ida Joscelyne. 2 vols., crown 8vo, cloth, 21/- 

“This remarkable story.” — Athenaeum. 

Won but Lost! or, the Mine Sprung at the Wizard's 

Point. By M. H. Lumsden. 2 vols., crown 8vo, 21/- 


to authors. 

HOW TO PUBLISH, AND ON THE EASIEST TERMS. 

Messrs KERBY & ENDEAN’S large experience and personal 
practical knowledge of everything connected with the production 
of books, from the setting of the first type to placing the com- 
plete book in the hands of the public, are sufficient guarantee 
that all that can be done to render books successful will be done 
by them, and they place their services at the command of authors 
about to publish. They undertake commissions for every class 
of publication — Religious, Scientific, Political, Educational, &c. 

SERMONS AND PAMPHLETS 
Published at the shortest notice, and in the best style, on the 
most moderate terms. 
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